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PREFACE. 



Without any fear or trembling, I come before 
the public witli my third contribution to litera- 
ture on the subject of Africa. 

If 1 be accused of sketching in this Tolume 
a less favourable portraituire of the African cha- 
racter than I have done in either of my former 
works, I shall only advance the plea of never 
having set forth anything in my description of 
these people but the naked and unadorned truth 
as it stood before me. 

That I have met native Africans conscious of 
their own inferiority, and anxious for knowledge 
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to develop the induatrial riches of their country, 
I have already confessed, — ^that "the slave 
population is destined to be the future working 
power in drawing forth Africa's resources for 
their own and their country's good," I still hold 
as an abiding faith — ^tbat I have witnessed a can- 
nibalistic sacrifice during the past year in one of 
the most important commercial ports of the 
Bight of Biafra, these pages will attest to the 
reader. 

More than three hundred years have passed 
since Shakspeare made the Prince of Morocco 
thus address Portia, the rich heiress in the 
play of the " Merchant of Venice" : — 

" Mialike me not for my complexion, 
The Bbadowed liver; of the burnished ran, 
To whom I am a neighbour, and nigh bred. 
Bring me ihe fairest creature northward bom, 
Where Fhoebua' firea scarce thaw the icicles, 
And let us make incisiou for your lore, 
To prove wboae blood is reddest— his or mine." 

Despite of the opinion recently given in a 
work by Dr. BuckniU, " On the Medical Know- 
ledge of Shakspeare," that the bard, who " wrote 
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not for an age, but for all time," had sound views 
in physiology and pathology, the foregoing ex- 
tract from his writings leads me to doubt it, even 
after making a broad allowance for poetic license. 
In our days more is required to enable us to 
judge of the attributes of humanity thajQ the 
colour of a man's blood; and idthough taij 
negro between Cape Bojador and the Cape of 
Good Hope may possess as healthy life fluid as 
the most vigorous member of the Caucasian 
tribe, it gives me pain to feel obliged to record 
facts that prove the Ethiopian is not exactly a 
"man and brother" in that sense of perfect 
equality which the mistaken enthusiasts who 
advocate the claims of his race represent him to 
be. 

Yet, amid such anomalies as I feel it my 
duty to describe here, it is my impression 
that the little which is known of the vast con- 
tinent of Africa — even with the labours of Liv- 
ingstonej Barth, Burton, and Speke — may be 
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considered but as a drop in the great ocean oi 
discov^ lying hid, and some day to be brought 
to light. When such an occurrence as the butch- 
ery at Bonny comes to our knowledge, only 
in the present year, who would presume to de- 
fine the limits of the strange things yet to be 
revealed? 

Not 1, at all events. For every day of my 
ten years' connexion with Africa brought to 
light some feature of the country, or of the 
people, whereof I had previously been ignorant 
Indeed, so sombre is the doud of mystery enve- 
loping all things in that land of heathen dark- 
ness, that it was only within the last eighteen 
months I became cognizant of the facts con- 
nected with the horrible system of anthro- 
pophagy prevailing there. 

If I am asked to suggest a remedy for the 
barbarity of the people amongst whom this 
custom exists, I freely confess I have none to 
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For I pin my faith to an axiom laid down by 
one of the critics [The Spectator, March 20th, 
1858] of my " ImpresMons of Western Africa" — 
that "neither slaTe-dealing nor marsh-malaria 
causes human sacrifices or gross superstitions, 
accompanied "by grosser crimes" — leaving the 
reader to deduce hb own inferences &om my 
" Ten Years' Wanderings." 

The Bobebt, Bboadwat, Wexv ori>. 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

Domestic Slav^ of 17681071 African-Difference between tJuB and 
Hie Foreign Export of Slaves — Its Taried Phases — Women — 
Falm-Oil Trading Cocligwains — PuIl-a-boyH — Emancipated Ser- 
vants — Blood-men — Egbo- boe — Mangangas — Dikukn — MiVnV* 
— Bangolo — Of Domestic Slaverfat Lagos — At Cape Coast, and 
in the Toiuba Country — Of theFawning System in these Flacee 
— Dconeetio Slavery regarded as a Natural Institation by Ber. 
Mr. Wilson — Social Phase in Bonny — Importance oi conadering 
aoiously the Pavning System as an Incipient ot CiviUzation 1 



CHAPTER n. 

Opinion of Archbishop WBately on Savage CiviliKttion — African 
Faculty of Imitatdon — Peculiarity of Anglo-Afiican Idioms — 
Specimen of Grmnbling Anglo-Africaniam — Of the Mendicant 
— Of the Amatory— Of the Didactic— Of the Pathetically 
Sublime — Of the Grotesqnely Artistic— Of the Historically 
Descriptive — Freeent Development of Mental Intelligence in 
Native Africans — Sir Henry Huntley's Opinion — Our Examina- 
tion into the Proofs for or against 16 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER m. 



The Sepnblic of Liberia — Sentiments of Frederika Bremer about 
it — Its eatablisbment on the unmixed Negro element, a great 
mistake— Rev. E. Bljden'a " Vindication of the African Race " 
— Cases of Defection amongst the Colonieta of Liberia — Its 
Causes explained by Mr. Blyden — His Condenmation of the 
Deference ahowii to White Men — Cases of Intsllectoal Develop- 
ment amongst the Native Africans — Contrset between African 
and CaucaaiAn mental superiority and obtuseness— Portion of 
Liberia investing it£ people with the power of good — Depressing 
state of things along the Gold Coast — Human Sacrifices at 
New Kalabar, Aboh, Bran, and Old Kalabar — The god country 
of the Brass people — Brutality of Human Sacrifice up the 
Niger — Punishment for Murder at Fernando Po — First Ar- 
ticles of War issued by Richard Coiur de Lion — Sacrifices in 
the Interior of Africa recorded by Dr. Livingstone — Heartless 
Wholesale Hurder at Bonny — Homceopathic Punishment for 
OSeaon in New Kalabar — The Long Ju-jn Country — Mode 
of EzecutJon at New Kalabar 86 



CHAPTER IV. 

Wilhelm Humboldt's idea of the human family being one fra- 
ternity — Baron Von Humboldt's concurrence in these opinions 
— Adherence of native Africans to gri-gris, ju-jus, and fetishes 
— Cannibalism— Probability of languages aasimilating their 
nature to these practices — Of the sale of human flesh at Sierra 
Leone — Mr. Caulker's explanation of reasons for burning ot 
burying alive the Negroes — Cannibalism at Omun, amongst 
the Boola tribe and the Ejoemen — Sale of Negro flesh at Old 
Kalabar — Cannibalism at Bran — Reasons given for eating the 
slaughtered bodies of tlkelr enemies — Of the Pangwes taking 
carcanes out of the ground to eat them — Reprisal cannibalism 
at New Kalabar 66 



CHAPTER V. 

Author's doubts of foregoing brutalities, rranoved only by what he 
saw carried out — Reprisal Execution at Bonny preparatory to 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



COKTENTS. XV 

a CEUinibaJiatic Feast — Private ArraDgements to obtain a View 
of the Scene of ExecQtioti — Sensations on seeing the Ju-ja house 
at early dawn — No Similarity between it and Newgate — The 
Executioner and the Victim — Appalling Nature of the Silence 
prevailing at the Butchery — Manner in which the Execution 
was carried ont — Decapitation — Boys and Girls Carrying Bits 
of the Carcaasee away with them — Two Women Squabbling 
for a Morsel of Negro Flesh — Inutility of Moral Force Preach- 
ing to prevent such Scenes— The Jn-ju Executioner's Reason 
for not Eating his Brother Ne.gro's Head — Accounts of Similar 
Butchery and Cannibalism at Dahomey — Heroes Wearing 
HecUaces of Human Teeth 65 



CHAPTER VI. 

Appalling consideration suggested by the foregoing Inhumanities — 

Difficulty of devising Remedial Measures for them — Paucity 
of British as well as MisBionary Stations amongst the Native 
Africans — Questione regarding Great Britain's duty in aiding 
African oivUiiation — No faith in the obligation of a. National 
Compensation — From Serious and Sanguinary to Recreative and 
Refreshing — Sydney Smith's appreciation of Tropical Delecta- 
bihties — The village of Twa and its Attractions — -Fassoge up the 
Creek from Braaa Harbour to Twa — Architecture in the Village 
— Oni trip to Broai town, the capital of Nimbe country — 
Richard Lander's deecription of it thirtiy yeara ago— Our night 
at the King's Country Palace— Variety of Serenading and other 
Attractions — The King's Fisherwomen — Ebony 
1 parting company 



CHAPTER Vn. 

IS nights of jollity between Bimbia and Karaeroons — 
a land about Sea-sickness— Preparing our Bivouac 
— A Game of Nine-pins with Cocoa nuts — My first Night's Com- 
fort — Conjecture as to the possiliility of M. Soyer's mating a 
Palatable Dish from Leeches and Ship's Biscuit — Attractions in 
the Wrecked Ship— Pleasure of a Ni^-ht passed on Board — Min- 
gled attractions of Rata and Leeches — Thudding of Waves agwnst 
the Ship— OfaTturty-mile Walk along on African Beech, eufase- 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



qnent Sleep, and refrealuDg DTe&ioB'Setisatioiisof Waking in a 
Boat half-full (d Water— At sea once more—Dread of becoming 
a second edition of the Andeat Mariner— Safe at last . 92 



CHAPTEB Vm. 

Three Pbaeee of Sierra Leone ; tlie Commercial, the Social, the 
Sanatory — Philanthropy of our GoTemment and People towards 
Africa — M'Culloch'a Account of Fint Colonization here — Its 
Cost to the Mother Country — Exports in 1850, 1856, and 
1858— Table of Importa and Eiporte for the year 1S58— Like 
Table for Gambia in the same year — Population of Sierra Leone 
— Bemarkable Absence of Increase since 1836— Commercial 
Lnportance of Settlements in Africa defined by Mr. M. Foivfer 
in Martin's work on the Cobnies— Of Church Missionaiy 
organization— Of "Bignity Balls" and "Goombee" Dances — 
Mortality in 1859 — Dr. Clarke's account of Prevailing 
DiaesMS— Sketch of SlaTen when landed from Condemned Ships 
—Country Doctors — Beet means of preeerving He&ltb in Weat- 
em Africa 106 



CHAPTER DL 

The Gold Coast — Bmtalitiee of the King in ABhant«e half a cen- 
tuiy ago — Sacrificea after his Mother's death — Bloodshed after 
his own — The present King of Dahomey and his sanguinary 
intentions — Report of Cruikehiutk's mission to Dahomey, in 
1848 — Festal Recreations, in the shape of Human Sacrifices, at 
Aahantee — Men butchered to do honour to the Portuguese 
slave-dealer, De Souza — A like ceremony in compliment to the 
Dutch general, Verbeer — The Dshomean King's arguments in 
favour of the Slave-trade — The French nation in its early con- 
nexion with Africa, especially with the Gold Coast — ^Thetr tepn- 
diation of the Portuguese claims to primary geographical dis- 
covery in this part of the world — Beginning of British legitimate 
commerce with Western Africa — First opening of palm-oil trade 
— Number of forts on the Gold Coast — Immense wealth of its 
interior districts — Its Missionary establishmenls — Its Cobuial 
Commeice for 1808 122 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



CHAPTER X. 

Of Um River Niger and Belzoni's Expl<»atioii in Benin — Geneni 
Scenery ttt the montha of rivers falling into ^ke Gulf of Guinea — 
SimilAT to 1ia.t of Eastern Africa, deecribed by Captain Burton 
— Author's Oianiong on tbe Commercial opavtiona up ihe Niger 
after Pleiad'a Expedition of 1854 — Memorial preaented t« Lord 
Palmeiston in.beginning of last jear — Its Argnments, and the 
Anent of Govenunent to them — Cauaea of Attacks hj the Na- 
tives upon Stetunera aent op by Mr. Laird — Commercial Opera- 
tiong recorded by that Gentleman during the past three jean — 
Hia Freaent Contract irilh the Govenimeiit and its Proceedings 
— Impoambility of establishing a Profitable trade up that River 
without Govermnent Help — A Gun-boat, War-steamera, and 
Tug-stesmcT required — Sir John Bowring'a opinion of t^ Negro 
— Plans in reference to the Niger — Mr. Jameaon'a Views 143 



CHAPTER XI. 

Demotic Government in the Palm-oil mvers— Pilotage and lead- 
ing Gomeja at Braaa, New Ealabar, and Bonny— Commence- 
ment of Tronbka in Bonny on the Dethronement of King 
Fepple — New Articles to Treaty in January, 18&4, constitatiDg 
Dappo King — Abolition of Trading made imperative on the 
part of the Governing Head in Bonny— Prohibition of Chop- 
}nng Oil, or oi going to War — EataUiahment of Qoadruple Re- 
gency — Cauaes of the In^ciency of sach a Form of Govermnent 
— Proved by the Experience of Five Years — No Foundation for 
King Pqtple's Claims on tlie British Gorenunent for Indemnity 
— Fact of his Dethronement emanating from his own Fet^ile — 
British AathoritieB having no Power to nominate or rdnatat« a 
King in an African Neutral Territory — Letter to the Bonny 
. . 169 



CHAPTER Xn. 

Commerrial Dealinga in the Pahn-oil Rivera — ^e Natives' Diatruat 
fd European TradeiB — Rev. James Martinean on the Cycle of 
Credit — Indiacriminate Tmat given by the Supercai^goes 
at Old Kalabar — Letter of Sir J, Emerson Tennant to African 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



XVm CONTENTS. 

Merctunts at LtTerpool — Limited TruBt Beoommended, com- 
mensurate witlt tiie Aimnal Produce of the Rirer — Saggi»tioii of 
adopting tlie Hulk SjBtem — Opinion of Govenunent on tlie At- 
Utnur? Coadaat of Sapercaigocs in Old Kalabar — Advice given 
to the Supercorgoefl of their Tnicrt being & mere SpeculAtion — 
System of Chopping Oil — Adoption of N&dve Laira for Beoo- 
veiy of Debta — Present Code of CommerdAl Tegnlationa up the 
Old KalAb&r — Authca''e Attempt to improve them — With Copy 
of Advice to SapercargocB 185 

CHAPTER Xm. 

Contemplated Cider in Conncil for Western Africa — Formed on 
the Models of iJioee for the Levant and China — EaA of 
Aberdeen's Definition of a Consiil'i Aathorit? mth reference 
to the Turkish Order in Cooncil — A Consul's Authority being 
limited to be Befined by International Law — Dif&cnlty of 
obtaining Treaties with AMcan Kings in a Di]domAtio Matter 
at this Kind — Causes of this difficulty in tbe different rivera 
— Principle of Latitude and Discretion, in the Exercise of 
Authority by Consul, as laid down in Report of Select Com- 
mittee of House of Commons — Mr. Cobden's opinion of Inter- 
national Justice — Powers given to Conmik by Ordera in Conncil 
— Moral Force of a Consul in Africa is a Moral Farce with- 
out the fffeaence of a Man-of-War— CurBory Revision of tie 
Pangrapha of the Order in Council intended for Weatem 
Africa 208 

CHAPTER XTV. 

To Batanga — Reputed Hon-ezistence of Slavery amongst the Ba- 
pooka and Bannka Tribes — Provoldng Calms and Prepoeterous 
Cnirenta in the Bight of Biafra — View in the Roadstead of Ba- 
tanga— The Waterfall at Lobei River— The Canoes and their 
Fishing Occupants — Canoe Racing on the Rolling Billows — 
UniverBslity of Pipe-smoking here — A Visit to King William 
— Deecriptioa of His Majesty, his Uniform and his Menage- 
General Appearance of the Beaux and Belles of Bat&nga^-De- 
Bcription of the Chief Eoluotoo's Seven Wives — Walk along 
shore to the Watofall — Beauty of the scene and its Accessories 
' — Information, about Interior Tribes .... S23 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



CHAPTER XV. 

FnrUter InfonnatioD about tiie Tribe* and ConntarieA Interior to 
Batonga — Of tbeF&bulons Green Bird reputed to feed on Ele- 
phaats' Ejee — Country whence Ivor; comes — The &ev. Mr. 
WUflon'B Accouut of the Banaka Tribe — He records nothing of 
the Absence of Slarerj amongBt them — Countriee between Ba- 
tanga and Cape St. John — CoriacoIahmclB and their Abwiginai 
— The Benga Tribe — American Misnon at Coriaco— CcriBco 
Boats — Entrance to Gaboon Biver — The French EfltabliahinentB 
there — Tribes of the Mpongwes, Shekania, Bakelee, and Pangwes 
— Aaoent of this Rirer hy Governor Beecroft in 1816— Natnral 
products of the Counby — The Ber. Mr. Mackay on the ex- 
ploration of the Riven NaEireth and Feman Tas. . 24t 



CHAPTER XVI. 

French Voluntuy Emigration — Its Definition by the Earl of Malmes- 
burj— Desire for Information on the Subject Expreased by the 
Emperor Napoleon — Connt Walewski'B Repudiation of the a»er- 
tion that the System has anything to do with the Slave-trade — 
ImpoKibility of inducing Voluntary Emigiation from Africa — 
Prince Zahr'B and the Kroomen'e Sentiments about Absence from 
Home — History of theafiairof the " Retina Crali" — Commodore 
Wise's Sketch of Voluntary Emigrants Stationed at Loanda — 
Consul M'Leod'a Description of Emigrant's Voyage in a Portu- 
guese Dhow — Consul Lawlea' Information on the Emigrant re- 
gnlations — Hist<vy of the " Charles et Geoiges " a&ir at Uo- 
zambiQ no— Opinion of an American Commander on tiio Emigra^ 
tioD— Experience of the Rev. Mr. Townsend on the Sulgeet — 
Proriaions of the New Treat; in Referatce to Coolie Immigra- 
tiixa 261 



CHAPTER XVn. 

Of Fernando Po under its new R^ime — Goremor Don Chacon, 
and hb Proclamation of 1868 — Alarm caused to the Residents 
1^ Clarence (now Santa Isabella) by that Proclamation— Their 
Remonstrancx against its Prorisions — Faitnre of these R«mon- 
strances — The Commencement of Spanish Work in Colonization 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



XX CONTENTS. 

— Mortality amongst the Coloniete — Ite Caoso — Clearing tlie 
Bush— Aaceot to the Peak of Fernando Po— The Queen of 
Spain's Decree conconing het PaBBeeaions in the Gulf of Guinea 
— Example of FertiUty in Fernando Po — The Aborigines the 
greatest Obstacle to the Development of the leland'B Cultivation 
— llkeii Natural Indolence and Social Habits — Sketch of an 
Aborig^ikal Wedding — Sensible Evidence of Approach to a 
Femandian Tovn — Cuisine at the King's Beeidence — Dras of 
the Bride and the Bridegrocon — The Nep^^ or Profesmonal 
Singers — Matter of their Epitiialamium — The Mothers bdng 
Boonanas, or Bishops performing the Marriage Ceremony — Pe- 
culiarity of the Mode of Celebration — Savage Dance in the middle 
of tiie Ceremony — Froc«euoD to &e Brid^room's House — 
Natural Politeness— Nuptial OBmngft — Banquet after the 
C««mony 288 



CHAPTER XTOL 

Rranoval of Baptist Musionaries from Fernando Po to Amlxase 
Bay — Constitatdon of a new Settlement under the Name of 
Victoria — Advantages set forth by the Colonists reganling their 
new Settlement — King William the Sovereign of Bimbia and 
of Amboise — The Isebos, Baqniris, and Batohkes — Of the Bati 
reputed to be at t^ back of Eameroon Mountain — Di. BartJi's 
Opinioa of them, and of their language — Information oa these 
Mystical 'bribes from the Rev. Mr. Anderson, at Old Ealaber ; 
from the Bev. Mr. CrowtJier, at Lagos — Biquiries about the 
Jetem and Mbafu — Of the Ding-Ding, asc^tained to b« nick- 
named tiie Nyon-Nyem mentioned by Bayard Taylor — 
Pro^teotive UtJlity of such Inqniriw .... Sift 



/ 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



TEN TEARS' ¥ASDEEIN6S 



ETHIOPIANS. 



CHAPTER I. 

Domestic Slaveiy of Weetem AMca — Difference between diis and 
the Fomgn EipOTt of Slaves — Its Varied Phases — Women — 
Palm-Oil Trading CockaimnB— Pull-a-bojB — Emancipated Ser- 
Tants— Blood-men — Egbo-boa — MangangBe — Diknkn — Mituka 
— Bangolo — Of Domestio Slavery at Lagos— At Cape Coast, and 
in the Tf^nba Country — Of the Fawning System in tlieee Places 
— Domeadc Slavery regarded as a Natural Institution by Bev. 
Mr. Wilson — Social Phase in Bonny — Importance of (»nBidadng 
seTioiialy tlie Pawning System as an Incipient of Civilization. 

CoNHECTED with Western Africa, there seems to 
me no eubject on which the general public has 
received information so minute and so extensive 
as on that of the slave traffic. 

It may be needless to explain that there is a 
vast difference between the exportation of slaves, 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



2 SLATEBT IN W^TE&H AFBICA. 

which constitutes the alave trade, and the do- 
mestic social slavery which exists as indigenous 
to the whole continent 

The former part of this subject I leave to 
the blue-books and the Afiican squadron, for 
both of which it is still quite sufficient On the 
latter there is much more to be spoken and 
written than I possess ability or have had oppor- 
tunity for doing. 

We find many classes of social slaves in West- 
em Africa — ^first amongst which are the women. 
In all African states they are the work-day 
labourers — in many they constitute the artists — 
and in whatever position they may be, whether 
wives of kings or of serfe, they are handed over 
to the successors of their lords and masters, who 
have liberty to kill, sell, or dispose of them in any 
other fiishion. There are the slaves who have 
the cockswainships of palm-oil trading canoes, 
and who conader themselves an aristocracy 
above the mere commonalty of the puU-a- 
bo3rB, whose work is to tug night and day by 
paddling canoes. To these may be added an in- 
discriminate das^ who are to be found at dif- 
ferent places inhabited by Europeans along the 
coast, nominally in the character of servants, 
but who have been bought ag human cattle. 
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TREATMEirr OF SLAVES. O 

Some of these laat named have undergone the 
mockery of being emancipated. Yet I have no 
hemtation in saying — ^because I know it — that 
the social treatment of these poor creatures has 
been, and still is, as bad and as brutal as it is 
possible for soi-disant civilization to in£ict. 

It is a melancholy anomaly to be obliged to 
confess that the black man has no master so 
cruel as the dvilized negro. Sierra Leone, the 
Crold Coast, and Mrs. Stowe's model republic of 
Liberia can show numerous instances of this. 
I do not make sach a statement without having 
had ocular, and stUl possessing written, evidence 
of the &ct before me. 

In many of the palm-oil trading rivers bU- 
very is purely mythical — except in reference to 
the preposterous superstitioDS on which the au- 
thority of the governing powers is upheld. In 
Bonny, the men who rule the roast in political 
debate, as well as on the palm-oil 'change, are 
of the slave class ; and the same condition o£ 
afiaiis, only perhf^ in a lesser degree, exists 
in Old Ealabar. The bloodmen of this latter 
place, as well as the Egbo-bos of Brass, rank in 
a very trifling degree inferior to the firee- 
men. 

A very apt illustration of the influence which 
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the domestic i^yes possess, and sometimes de- 
monstrate, is apparent from what we find in 
Eameroons. Here, as in Ealabar, there is an 
Egboship amongst the freemen. There are also 
two orders of Egbo, entitled "Mikuka" and 
" Bangolo," to which freemen and slave boys are 
alike admitted ; not, however, to the enjoyment 
of equal privileges ; for the masters or freemen 
are the governing heads, and oblige the serf 
party to be satisfied with what they can get. 
The slaves have also orders of their own, to 
which the titles " Mbwe," " Kosso," and " Eella 
Eemba," are given. Of the minutiss of these 
nothing is known, more than of their Egbos 
elsewhere, for they are all kept as secret as free- 
masonry is with its professors. That they are 
invariably nsed as engines of oppression, is 
patent by every deed of their regulations. On 
the death of a late chief, his son energeticidly 
carried out a despotic prindple in the " Mi- 
kuka " order, rendering it incumbent on candi- 
dates who were going through the routine of 
initiation into the body, that other people's 
yards and houses should be plundered of any 
goats or fowls to be found. The slaves, being 
the least protected class, were chiefly the parties 
on whom these forays were made, particularly 
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that portion of them getting into comfortable 
position from their palm-oil trading. The free- 
booterism waa carried on in the night, as the 
neophytes, during their period of probation, are 
kept locked up all day, in order to maint^ a 
fable of their inybibility. So the slaves were 
driven to a reprisal, and established a new order, 
entitled " Manganga," whose doctrines they 
brought with them from the interior cotmtry 
<rf Abo. One of the chief provisions of this 
was to be opposed to the kings and chieis in 
everything — acknowledge no allegiance to them, 
and use every exertion tending to the subjuga- 
tion of royalty. 

Another of its codes gave power to a slave 
buying oil at an interior market for his master 
to demMid one " big ting " (a form of apocry- 
phal currency, representing from fifteen shilliDgs 
to a pound in value) for his commission, no 
matter how trifling the amount of oil purchased. 
If it were not paid, the slave belonging to the 
"Manganga" order had the power of placing a 
supposed witchcraft stick, called " dikubu," out- 
side the freeman's door; and from that moment 
the fate of the latter was doomed. The pre- 
sence of the dikubu before his house sentenced 
him to drink sangaree (or test-poison) water. 
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No one was allowed to communicate with him, 
and on the first time of leaving his home (i£ 
he escaped the aangaree) his dwelling was 
burnt or razed to the ground. 

With the notable exceptions of Dahomey and 
Asbanti, the domestic slavery of Western Ainca 
is, in &ct, little more than a nommu umbra, as 
regards the difference in poEdtion between the 
children and slaves of a chief. Such horrors of 
daily life as those described by Mrs. Stowe as 
existing in the United States, and those recorded 
as taking place on board slavers in the middle 
passage, are not known in Africa. Neither the 
ordiuners of, nor the victims to, superstitions 
sacrifices, look upon this institution as a cruelty. 
It sometimes, and not im&equently, happens 
that a slave is more wealthy and more power- 
ful than his master or owner. In such a case 
it is where the terrible Egbo law of Old Ka- 
labw acts with so much despotic power.* 

Domestic slavery differs from the feudalism 
and vassalage of English history, chiefly in re- 
ference to the brutalides and superstitions by 
which it is upheld. 

A very good definition of this domestic sla- 

* Vide "ImfotenoiiB of WeBt^n Africa.," chap. x. Longman, 
Bnrwn, and Ca, 1868, 
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very is thus given by Mr. John Chillingworth, 
of Lagoa, in a shrewd letter to the Cotton 
Supply Seporter, dated October 10th, 1859 : — 
*' It is argued in favour of the slave trade, ihat 
slavery is indigenous to Africa, and that l^e 
A&icans but change a black master for a white. 
But the domestic slavery of AMca is altogether 
different; the slave, or rather vassal, is on a par 
with his master physically and morally. There 
is no strong line of demarcation. It is difficult, 
indeed, to say which is master and which is 
man. Frequently the master ^ves his daughter 
as a wife to his 'boy,' as he calls him, and 
when the master dies without a direct heir, 
his boy becomes possessed of his property. 
This sort of 'boy '-hood comprises all the do- 
mestic slavery, provided cupidity is not excited, 
and evil passion aroused by the European slave- 
dealer. Nearly everyone yon meet is a boy, 
who has in turn a boy, and that boy has ano- 
ther boy." 

This ^rstem is explained more fully in a com- 
munication I have had on the subject irom Mr. 
fiannermau,* of Cape Coast On the Gold 
Coast he says : — " Everywhere domestic daveiy 

* Ttiia gentlenuHi haa Mtablished a new paper, the Wttt Afncan 
Herald, at Cape CoMt, whoee eontenta are inTariabl; chaiacteriaed 
by a Bjurit of manlj independence. 
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prevMls. It is not easy to convey to the mind 
of a stranger predse notions of this institution 
as it exists amon^t us, nor to give clear ideas 
of the nature of the tie existing between mas- 
ter and slave. Here there exist hundreds of 
families in which it is quite impossihle for even 
the members to discriminate who amongst them 
are slaves, and who free. Thirty and forty 
years communion from intermarriages obliterate 
the distinction. A man may be a slave to his 
own son. For example, I buy a slave and 
marry him to my niece. (Here the line of suc- 
cession is usually, but not invariably, from 
uncle to nephew or niece). If they have a son, 
the child, on my death, becomes possessed of my 
property, and his own father is one of his slaves. 
But 'slave' is not the proper term for this 
class of persons ; for in very truth they are in 
general nothing less than members of the family, 
who have become part of it by purchase instead 
of by birth. About forty or fifty years ago, 
when the Ashantee invasion had upset the 
whole country, thousands of families were bro- 
ken up, and people were sold right and left 
around the Gold Coast Now natives of the 
coast are not accustomed to be sold. The slaves 
are brought down from the far interior. They 
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are of all ages. Purchjtsers prefer buying them 
at the ages of between ten and twenty, for then 
they can be tmned up. The old fellows are 
uauaUy very lazy and obstinate .(having been 
probably sold on that account). If brought 
down to the seaside, these slaves fetch from 
thirty to forty dollars a-piece. They are all 
marked in a peculiar muiner on the face." 

I need not, I trust, explain that this statement 
is meant to describe the sale of servants to resi- 
dents of a British colony, whose social ordi- 
nances must need thus chime in with the social 
arrangements of the country in which it is 
situated. 

The domestic slave on the eastern coast of 
Africa does not seem to be the same marketable 
article that he is on the west coast. Dr. Livings 
stone writes: — "These various chiefs, though 
nearly independent of each other, are by no 
means independent of their people. Suppose a 
man is dissatisfied with one chief, he can easily 
transfer himself to another ; and m a chieTs im- 
portance increases with the number of his fol- 
lowers, fugitives are always received with open 
arms." 

The fugitives cannot so easily transfer them- 
selves on the west coast, and, indeed, desertion 
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of this kind, when it does occur, is frequently 
the primary cause of oivU war. 

Superstitions, in their various forms, constitute 
the chuns which bind the slaves to obedience, 
and these are justified as necessary to be upheld 
by some magical influence amongst a people, two- 
thirds of whom are bom and live in slavery, 
subject to* the governing authority of the re- 
maining one-third. 

Serfdom of this kind cannot be said, to ori- 
ginate in the strong oppressing the weak, or in 
the majority overpowering the minority, and 
therefore the justification may be admitted. 

The system of pawning, as it exists in the 
countries interior to X^agos and the Gold Coast, 
may be described as one of the most despotic 
features of domestic slavery. 

The Rev. Mr. Mann, Church Misdonary at 
Ijaye, in the Yoruba country, writes to me ; — 
" The home slave was as the child in the house ; 
no contempt was cast upon him. Bad treatment 
was prevented by taking the slave away. Now 
every one treates his slave as they like. Three 
days they work for the master, and one for 
themselves. A child of a freeman with a female 
slave was not a slave; also children of slaves 
belonged to the family of the master. 
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" The system of pawning the body is largely 
prevuling, to the dlfladvantage of morals, in- 
dostry, and the peace of &miliea. It enables 
the head of a family to put hia relatives, whose 
natural watchman he is, into the hands of 
strangers. 

"He cares then very little for the pawned 
relatiTe (who is little better than a slave), and 
squanders the levied money in idlenesa" 

The Bev. Mr. Mann further explains that the 
money thus raised by pawning is spent in 
baying "additional wives," and in expensive 
funeral or^es. 

At Cape Coast, according to Mr. C. Banner- 
man, "the ^stem of pawning is infinitely 
more compUcated than that of domestic slavery. 
If a person be pawned to another, an amount 
of fifty per cent, interest must be paid before 
he can be redeemed. Children bom whilst the 
mother is in pawn need to be redeemed at four 
and a half dollars each. If a pawn die, his or 
her relatives cannot take the dead body for the 
pnrpoee of burial till they have paid redemption 
m^ney. To this a compromise is sometimes 
made by allowing whoever buries the body to 
be security for the debt" 

The following very curious &ct is recorded 
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by the principal judicial functionaiy of the 
Gold Coast settlement,* regarding " domestic 
slaves, who are commonly looked upon and con- 
sidered members of the family, more particularly 
in the rural or bush districts — ^working side by 
side with their masters — eating from the same 
dish, and constantly addressing each other by 
the titles of father and son. The master usually 
provides a wife or husband for his slave ; fire- 
quently, if it be a female, taking her to wife for 
himself, or giving her to his son. Indeed, the 
relations of master and slave are here so much 
on the same patriarchal footing that we read of 
in the Old Testament, as, in concurrence with 
many other facts, to convince me that the 
systems are derived from a common origin ; 
and I have more than once availed myself of 
the provisions of the Moswc code in deciding 
between master and slave, quoting my autho- 
rity, with a short account of its origin. These 
decisions, as far as I could judge, have been all 
the more respectfiiUy and cheerfully obeyed 
from being found to be based on ancient autho- 
rity, and a code of laws with which many of 
thdr own are identical" 

The opinion of this gentleman upon the 

• Vide Wta Afriean Herald, July 27th, 1860. 
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pawning system is directly opposed to that of 
the Rev. A. Mann, already recorded, as well as 
to the provisions of the Supplementary Slave 
Trade Suppression Act,* which places pawns on 
the same footing as slaves, so far as British 
subjects are concerned. His opinion on this 
matter is well deserving of serious consideration^ 
inasmuch as the first grand obstacle standing in 
the way of African civilization is the relative 
position and mutual dependence of master and 
stave. 

"V^th reference to the act of parliament just 
mentioned, he observes: — "This enactment, 
although doubtless well intended, I conrider to 
be a mistake, much to be regretted, for it de- 
stroyed, as it seems to me, a most powerful 
means of the gradual abolition of slavery in 
^eae countries, and of introducing in its stead 
a system of contracts for labour. For in prin- 
ciple, pawning, when voltmtary, as it is com- 
monly, is nothing more. If, therefore, instead 
of being put on the footing of slavery, and so 
made unlawfiil for British subjects to deal with, 
it had been regulated so as to render the terms 
of the contract equitable, it might have been 
the means, I think, of gradual/ mperaeding sla- 

• 6 M»d 7 Victoria, cap. 98. 
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very altogether, as the regular enforcement of 
such contracts would render pawna more Talu- 
able than absolnte slaves to persona living 
under British rule, which, while on the one 
hand it checks and restrains the master, can 
on the oth^ hand enforce obedioice hy the 
slaves." 

An opinion which my humble judgment pre- 
sumes to endorse as worthy the attention of our 
government. 

The Rev. Mr. "Wilson* looks upon domestic 
slavery in southern Guinea as " a natural iustitu- 
tion, growing out of the wants and circumstances 
of society, but in this case greatly promoted and 
strengthened by fordgn traffic" It appears to 
me extremely probable that tJie change for the 
worse recognized by the Rev. Mr. Mann, in the 
Yoruba country, as existing in the social usages 
of the inhabitants now-a-days, ma.j be traced to 
what they have learned of the d^radation of 
the foreign slave trade. I allude more especially 
to the custom of a chief patting his own rela- 
tives in pawn. 

It may be recorded here, as a peculiar phase 
of the social system in Bonny, that when a man 

* " Wnton Africa, its Histoi;, Caaiitiaa, and FtOBpeota; bj 
Rot. J. Loghtcm Wilson, sixteea jam & misnomuy in Western 
Africa. " Harper BrotlieTB, New York. 
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is being conveyed into that place for the purpose 
of being butchered, the fact of his finding any- 
thing eatable — even a grain of com — in the 
canoe, is sufficient to ensure his liberation. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Ojnuion of Ardkbishop Wbately on Sftrage GiviUfatKoi — Airioan 
Facul^ of Imitation — Feculiaiity of Angto-African Idionu — 
Specimen of Grumbling Anglo-Africftniam — Of the Mendicant 
—Of the AmatoTf — Of the Didactic — Of the Pathetically 
Sublime— Of the Giotcequely Artiatic— Of the Historically 
Deocriptive — ^Freaent Devdopment of Hental Int«lligQnce in 
Native Africans — Sir Eemy Hnnttej's Oinnirat— Our Examiiu- 
tion into the Froofs for or agiuiiHt 

Betjevino aa I do in a doctrine of Arch- 
bishop Whately, that "no savage tribe has 
ever yet been known to have generated per se 
the faculty of working out its o-wn civilization," 
and without going into a description, which 
would be too lengthened, of the benefits de- 
rived by the native Africans from the miaeionary 
stations along the coast — ^the various British 
colonies of Gambia, Sierra Leone, the Gold 
Coast — the intercourse of supercargoes at places 
where trade is established, I come at once to 
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conmder how far, from the facts before me, the 
intdligence of the negro race, as it exists in the 
present day on the western coast of AMca, 
appears to be developed, or ^ves us hopeful 
signs of its growing progress in that regard. 

One of the most remarkable peculiarities of 
the native AMcans, as I have stated elsewhere, 
is th«r faculty of imitation. The words " saby " 
and " palaver " are derived firom the French and 
Spanish. These two expressions are used by all 
the Begro tribes who can mutter some words, 
however few they may be, of other language 
than their own, and comprise all that has been 
engrafted into their mongrel dialects from these 
languages. The latter word is frequently used 
with English descriptive epitbets. For example, 
the term "sweet mouf (for mouth) palaver," 
means what is understood in Ireland by " blar- 
ney," in cockneydom by "soft sawder." "Fool 
palaver " expresses what we would entitle non- 
sense ; " sarce (for saucy) palaver," means abusive 
language ; and the term " god-man palaver," is 
applied to missionary teaching. 

A few spedmens of the peculiar idiomatic 
forms, which owe their ori^ entirely to deri- 
vation from the English tongue, will show at 
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once the pathway in which their chief imitatiye 
lenity is tending. 

The word "lib" with some, and "live" with 
others, is used to express the presence of inani- 
mate as well as animate thinga " Yoor hat no 
lib dere, air," or, "Your tick no lib dat place 
you put 'im," are pieces of information fre- 
quently given by a negro Mercury if sent in 
quest of dther of these articles, when one is 
about to proceed out of doors. "My madder 
done lib for devil-ly," is an expression in which 
a Bonny man once conveyed to me the informa- 
tion of his mother's death. 

The customs-duty paid to kings or chiefs for 
the privilege of trading within their districts is 
expressed by the word " comey," as the nearest 
approach which their philologists can make to 
custom. 

A present which it is considered essential to 
give to every African potentate, and which is 
indeed expected in all cases of conference with 
them, is expressed by the term "dash" — a very 
free and easy style of nomendature — ^in its oripn 
no doubt intended to Mgnify that the gift should 
be (literally) dashed at the recipient without any 
atin^ess. There is no harshness about this 
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word, like that of the Turkish " backsheesh," 
aldioagh possessing the same meaning. 

" Changey for changey " is a very musical 
way of describing one thing changed for another, 
and refers to loves and hates, as well as to palm- 
oil and BiiUsh goods. 

The phrase, "We go for jam-head," does not 
mean that skuUs are to be jammed one agtunst 
another, as goats or rams do in combat or 
playfulness; but that the thinking powers of 
the brain shall be exercised by two or more 
persons in mutual co^tation and dedsion. 

Whenever an African talks of his having an 
enmity against any one, he describes it by confess- 
ing that "some bad ting lib for him tummac 
for dat man ; " thus constituting the stomach 
the organ in which the agency of spite and 
malice is engendered and nurtured. 

" One day no be all day," is a very wgni- 
ficant way of expressing the hope of a better 
day. 

The term " bob " has a meaning in some degree 
reeranbling that ngnified by palaver, and seems 
to me an abbreviation of the slang word "bob- 
bery." There is a trade " bob " and a war 
"bob," as well as a hate "bob" and a rrapec' 
"bob." 

c2 
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At first acquaintance with the native Africana 
the errora which th^ commit in sexual nomen- 
clature seem very ' ahsurd. A man talks of his 
daughter as bdng " hia son," of " bullocks' 
milk," and of a " cock-jackass." A woman up 
the Niger was introduced as b^ng, in the ab- 
sence of her brother, " the biggest man for 
town." To shew the estimation in which the 
soft sex are held, the brigantine, " George," was 
fired at by some of the Aboh coimtry people, 
when dropping down the Nun from the con- 
fluence of die Kwarra and Tshadda, because it 
■was inferred the vessel was a "woman ship," 
therefore helpless, inasmuch as she was unpro- 
vided with engines or machinery, and conse- 
quently considered incapable if she got into a 
difficulty. 

But these blunders soon lose th^r novelty by 
daily repetition in conversation ; and there is 
not much chance of their bdng assimilated 
to the high style of those inoculated with 
the caeoethes scribendi. Whether it be to in- 
dividuals in a private or official character, such 
communications as the following are frequent 
amongst the scribbling class. I extract it from 
the 2iew Era, a paper pubUshed a few years ago 
at Sierra Ijeone : — 
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" To Daddy Nah Tampin Office, 
" Ha, Daddy I — Do, yah, nah beg you, tell 
dem people for me, make dem Sally-own pnssin 
know. — Do yah. Berrah welL 

" Ah lib nah Pademba Road — one bwoy lib 
dah oberside, lakah dem two docta lib overside 
you Tampin-office. Berrah welL Dah bwoy 
head big too much — ^he say nah Militie Ban- 
he got one long long ting, so-so brass, someting 
lib da dah go flip flap, dem call am key. Berrah 
welL Had ! dah bwoy kin blow 1 — she-ah I — na 
mamin, oh I — nah sun time, oh I — nab evenin, 
oh I — ^nah middle-night, oh ! — all same — no make 
pusun sleep. Not ebry bit dat — more lib da I 
One Boney bwoy lib oberside ; nah he like blow 
bugle. When dem two woh-woh bwoy blow 
dem tin^ de nlze too much too much. 

"When white man blow dat ting, and pussin 
sleep, he kin tap wah make dem bwoy cam do 
BO ? Dem bwoy kin blow ebry day — eben Sun- 
day dem kin blow. Wen ah yerry dem blow 
Sunday, ah wish dah bugle kin go down na dem 
troat, or dem kin blow them head-bone inside. 
Do, nah beg you, yah tell all dem people liout 
dah ting wah dem two bwoy dah blow. Tell am 
Amtrang Boboh hab febah bad. Tell am Titty 
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22 CBASHET JANe'3 COMFLAIKT. 

cam sleep nah night. Dah nize go Ull me two 
pickin, oh I 

" Pkbba done. — Good by daddy. 

" Crashbt Janb." 

For the infonnation of those not accuBtomed 
to Ihe Anglo -AMcan etyle of writing or 
speaking, I deem a commentary necesaary, in 
order to make this epistle intelli^ble. 

The whole gist of Crashey Jane's comphunt is 
against two black boys, who are torturing her 
morning, noon, and night — Sunday as well as 
every day in the week — ^by blowing into some 
long, long brass ting, as well as a bugle. Though 
there might appear, to some imbelievers, a doubt 
as to the pcssibility of the boys furnishing wind 
for such a lengthened performance, still the 
complaint is not more extravagant than those 
made by many scribbling grievance -mongers 
amongst ourselves about the organ nuisance. 

The appellative " Daddy " ia used by the Afri- 
cans as expressive of their respect as well as con- 
fidence. "To Daddy, in the stamping (alias 
printing) office," which is the literal rendering of 
the foregoing address, contains a much more re- 
spectful appeal than *'to the Editor " would con- 
vey; and the words "Berrah well" at the 
end of the first sentence are ludicrously ex- 
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pressive of the writer's faaTing opened the sub- 
ject of complaiut to her own satisfaction, and of 
being prepared to go on with what follows with- 
out any dread of failure. 

The epithet "woh-woh" applied to the cen- 
Bured boys means to entitle them Tcry bad ; and 
I understand this term, which is g^ieral otbt the 
coast, is derived from a belief that those persons 
to whom it is applied have a capadty to bring 
double woe on all who have dealings with 
them. 

"Amtrang Boboh," who has fever bad, is 
Bobert Armstrong, the stipendiary ma^strate 
of Sierra Leon^ and the inversion of his name 
in this manner is as expres^ve of negro clas* 
ricality as was the title of Jupiter Tonam to 
the dwellers on Mount Olympus. 

One of the miMt remarkable features of Anglo- 
Aincanism is what may be entitled the mendi- 
cant. From the highest king to the lowest slave 
begffjag seems to be indigenous — indeed, with 
the former class much more than with the latter. 
For those possess a certain degree of mauvaise 
honte, arising from the dread of remorseless re- 
fusal to their caste — ^the only idea that keeps 
them fix>m its indulgence. 

All llie " aweet mouf palaver," all the *' dad- 
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dyism " that can be advanced, is used to ^ect 
the saccess of diese appeals, whether oral or 
written. In the rainy season especiaUy the 
trading sapercargoes in the rivers frequently 
receive letters narrating the writers' promised 
mteniion of bringing down ivory, palm-oil, or 
other produce, and begging in conclusion for a 
dash of rum, for which a jar is generally sent. 
In the following specimen, addressed to a " dear 
brother," there is a beautiful style of fraternal 
affection shewn by the alternative offered — ^if he 
to whom it is addressed do^ not undertake a 
voyage of about two thousand miles to see the 
writer's children, that he will send the few things 
enumerated therein, which are to " make him 
satisfy." 

The request for " coral and silver rings," and 
the " pair of ladies' shoes for the wife," seem to 
be rather mcd-h-propos for the mother of children 
in a state of nakedness. It is redolent, too, of 
the aristocracy of mendicancy amongst a people 
who, as soon as they are able to read or write, 
cease to be negroes, and become developed into 
" coloured ladies and gentlemen." 

" F. Fo., 2Dd Septonber, 1856. 

" Deab Bbothbb, — ^This is to inform you that 
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my childrens, Name of them Jolin, Emily, and 
William, sent there beat compliments to you ; I 
am glad to Bee your Evan this moment come to 
me, because I have Bent you this four letters, 
and no answer from you. Aidoouka and Abbian 
come and your gFandfsther Name is Aisain In- 
tear ; dear brother, as you don't wish to come 
here as I wish you to come to see my children, 
my wife, and myself, because I hope and trust 
that all of them to see you with lore, joy, uid 
gladness. Also all our country people ^ve there 
best compliment to you, and your wife and chil- 
drens, and if you can't able to come, sent me 
something to make me satisfy. Give my best 
love to all the Callenban (Eoilabar ?) people who 
join your company ; I am quiet weU. Also my 
wife beg you for Close, and her children, for 
they are Naked sent shawl Hondkercif for me 
and the one to tie head, also sent me a large 
coat Also sent me some corrill and silver Ring 
and the childrens want shoes two blue caps for 
John and William s very nice on and my wife 
sent to beg you for one pair of ladies shoes and 
I want a blue cap or a nice hat. Mouguan jour- 
ton Nhan ObengAnook" (this must be a private 
phrase in some AMcan tongue — ^perhaps a sort 
of masonic appeal or hint) " ^ve their best love 
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to jou. Eren I myself and children. I remain 
70UP truly brotiier in love. 

The passion wMch rules 

"Tlie court, tlte c«mp, the grove, 
And men below, aod gods above," 

is very limited in its poetical existence. It in 
&ct seems to be crawling into life only in one or 
two places where out language is the established 
standard one. In the majority of African king- 
doms ^e gentle god is unknown, and I believe 
the vile system of polygamy very much tends to 
keep him so, as well as the fact that woman in 
all these places is a slave. 

In the colony of Liberia, which has been es- 
tablished by the American Colonization Society, 
and is now a free republic, the civilization of love 
seems to have taken root, as may be judged from 
the poetry, speeches, and a con^derable amount 
of amatory Anglo-A&icanism whidi may have 
been observed ia the Liberia Herald, a newspaper 
published at Monrovia, the capital. 

I g^ve here an original effusion of a native of 
that place — not, however, taken from the news- 
paper — addressed to a " coloured lady," with 
whose charms, it appears, he was fonitten. Deli- 
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cacy, of course, obliges me not to reveal the 
names :^ 

" Jaaoarr 23id, ISCS. 

"ToP.R 

"Mt Deab Mi88, — ^I tak my pen in hand to 
Embrac you of my health, I was very sack this 
morning but know I am better but I hope it may 
find you in a state of Enjoying good health and 
BO is your Relation. Oh my dear Miss what 
would I ^ve if I could see thy lovely Face this 
precious minnit miss you had promis me to 
tell me something, and I like you to let me 
know I fun very anxious to know what it is give 
my Respect to the young mens But to the young 
ladys especially I am long to see you miss 
if I don't see you shortly surely I must die I 
shut my mouth to bold my breath Miss don't 
you cry my little pretty turtle dove I wont 
you to write to me, shall I go Bound or shall I 
go free or shall I love a pretty girl a she don't 
love me give my Respect all enquiring Friend 
Truly Your respectfully, 

"J H . 

" Nothing more to say Mias." 

I believe that amongst the gentlemen of this 
repubUc more spedmens can be adduced of va- 
rices of litouture than on any other part of 
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the coast. Before me is a copy of a letter, bear- 
ing no date, which was sent from shore to 
the commander of a man-of-war steamer that had 
just dropped anchor in the roadstead of Monro- 
via. It runs thus, and the writer held the posi- 
tion of a colonel in the Liberian militia : — 
" Gbntlbmen of thb mah-of-wab, — I shall be 

rejoiced to see you on shore. Mrs. H sends 

her love, and will be happy to waah your clothes. 
X have the honour to be, gentlemen, yours affec- 
tionately, 

" J H , COLONBL." 

Here is a specimen of pathetic sublimity of 
appeal, from two chiefs who were rescued from 
slaughter up one of the palm-oil trading rivers, 
and who, in consequence of not being able to 
return to th&i native district, owing to 
family feuds still existing there, addressed this 
letter to the British supercargoes : — 

"July 16th, 18«. 

"Gentlemen, — ^Though several months have 
now clasped [tic in orig.] ance we were driven 
away from B , we trust that our remem- 
brance may not be obliterated from your me- 
mory. We are the same your former friends 
who now addresses you, but oh, how changed 
from that persons whom you then knew. Where 
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is now our former flow of spiritB, and our pros- 
perity? — ^they were all fled, all fled, and their 
places uBurped by melancholy, poverty, and the 
sneers and contempt of an unfeeling world. 
This to a person of your sensibility must be as 
painful to read as it is for us to write. It is not 
our object to practice on your feelings by artful 
languages. But our distresses hare increased to 
that degree, that apeak they will in some guise, 
and we urged on them, we have stifled our re- 
pugnance of disclosing them to you. Without 
further circumlocution, let us tell you then at 
once that our state is that of the bitterest po- 
verty, in fact, of destitution, and we make our 
appeal to your kindly feelings in the name <^ 
that friendship which once existed between us. 
We have said enough. We need add no 
more. 

"We subscribe oursdvea to be your most 
unfortunate friends, 

» F P . 

The conclusion, "We have swd enough. 
We need add no more," may have appeared to 
the composer as emphatic as the end of She- 
ridan's great speech on the Warren Hastings 
case seemed to tbe servantof the former; for, 
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as Moore tdls us, he admired the expresuon 
with which was delivered the finale, " My Lords, 
I have done," much more than he did any other 
part of that famous three days' oration. 

In Fernando Po, where the majority (rf the 
inhabitants in ita capital have been liberated 
from dave-ahips by British men-of-war, there 
appeared stuck on a garden paling, one fine 
morning during my residence there, a notice, of 
which the following is an exact copy : — 

"NoTiCB is hereby g^ven, that person or per- 
sons whom will attend in company of play, and 

dance at the residence of "W L 's house, 

Esquire, (B 1 House) I beg respectfully that 

whom attend in decent and manners, in the pre- 
sence of the Co., and may require glass of wine 
and spirits, will attend with sixpence real in the 
Co., put in subscription of for the company on 
the 9th instant, in the evening, at 5 o'clock pre- 
cisely, the undermentioned signatures are the 
holders of the Co, affixed : — 

^. E. W—s. Wm. D— 0. 

"Bandmasters -iBn. K— y. Jn. F. M— e. 
(jo. B— t 

>' Clwe&ce, Jut. 5th, ISSS." 

The band whereof the above signatures pur- 
ported to represent the masters, comprised only 
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the five muBicians, so that each was a soi-discmf 
bandmaster. The instruments consisted of two 
asthmatic flutes, and three noise-making, though 
&r from melody-generating, drums. 

I shall not weary my readers by giving more 
than another example of literary composition. 
It is a compact history of an old palaver, 
which I requested a Kalabar man to put on 
paper for me. Although the main points are 
hen briefly laid down in less than twenty 
lines, a detiul of them occupied the narrator for 
nearly two hoars, when he came to see me on 
board H. M. S. S. V . 

" In King Archibodg's time Henshaw Duke's 
funily, that time all chop be very dear, send 
seven big canoes full of yams and konkeys to sell 
at Ikpa market. Then one of King Eyos 
people come and steal some of Abara Ikaog's 
coppers, then bob come up and fight, then King 
Eyo's people tief everything that live in the 
seven canoes. Then when Henshaw Duke's 
people come home, Duketown gentlemen want 
to make palaver. Then King Eyo send down 
and say he will to pay for all de coppers his 
people tief Then Henshaw Duke's people say 
they no want nothing for Eshian Eyo, King 
Eyo's head man at Ikpa, had beg pardon of 
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Abara Ikaog, and make Bony, and so palaver 
set ooe time." 

No less remarkable, as a specimen of bre- 
vity, was a proclamation once issued by the 
bellman at Fernando Po, according to the go- 
vernor's instructions. It was intended to teU 
the owners of all pigs, without rings in their 
noses, that these animals were destined to be shot 
if found abroad. The bell, of course, bang 
toUed as he walked along, he thus spoke to the 
crowd gathered at each comer ; — 

"I say — I say — I say — I say — suppose a pig 
walk — iron no live for him nose I — guii shoot I — 
kill 'im one time 1 Hear ee, hear ee." 

Not the most accomplished lexicographer, 
firom Johnson's time to ours, could have pro- 
claimed the governor's ukase so happily, because 
so intelligibly, to those for whom it was in- 
tended. 

When we come to conuder that some of 
these productions are emanations from grown- 
up men, who have received an education in 
misdonary schools, it may be wondered at that 
so littie continuity of ideas or coherence of com- 
poution is observable in them. 

The. present development of the mental 
powers of the native African is one upon 
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whidi a variety of opinions exist. On this 
subject there appears to me a sound philoBopbj 
in l^e following observations, written by mj 
fiiend, Captain Sir Henry Vere Huntley, of which 
he has ^ven me liberty to make use. Few men 
have had more opportunities for acquiring ex- 
perience in Western Africa than Sir Henry, in 
bis connexion with the Naval as well as with the 
Civil service of Her Majesty's Government : — 

" I fear the intellect of the Tropical Afiican is 
not of that order which some few who have, and 
a vast number who have not, visited Africa pro- 
claim it to be. Had it been so, the chiefs long 
ago would have seen the ruinous consequences 
of slave-dealing with foreigners, and of slavery at 
home ; or otherwise the Tropical AMcan himself 
would have broken from his bondage, and as- 
serted his liberty, as every intellectual race, 
sooner or later, has done. 

" In the origin, no nation had more favourable 
opportunity than others of emerging from bar- 
barism, unless it is admitted that some were 
^fled with a higher standard of mental capacity 
than others, which enabled them to rise to the 
bdghts of dvilization and sound religion. But 
such an admisuon crushes the claim of Tropical 
Africa to any even moderate scale of intellect. 
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With some rtationa, of the higher order, saper- 
stiti<Hi fell before religion sooner than in others, 
and primitive ingenuity waa earlier developed into 
skilful mechaniran ; whilst Tropical AMca remains 
unchanged. Even nations which have com- 
pletely succumbed for a lime, have, when events 
threw open their- gates and ports, shown them- 
selves to have been long in possesaion of highly 
civilized practices and feelings, as well as much 
advanced in arts and sciences, in spite of their 
self-imposed isolation. Extraordinary powers c^ 
perception and adaptation have distinguished 
these nations on coming into contact with othera 
With Tropical Africa there is no trace of such 
indigenous, or, as some wildly believ^ sup- 
pressed mental powers. 

"I am aware that there are persons who 
strangely argue, that whoever thinks the Tro- 
pical African less intellectual by nature than 
the inhabitants of other countries, must of ne- 
cesratybe an advocate for the slave-trade, and for 
all manner of unmitigated oppression in Afiica. 
We reply that there is nothing inconustent, but 
the reverse, in those who see deformities, defects, 
and even vices in the African character, main- 
taining towards them at the same time the 
Christian attributes of commiseration and 
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mercy ; and that there is little charity in that 
mind which can argae that the perc^tion of a 
low intellect in the negro must necessarily lead 
to the treatment of him with injustice, cruelty, 
and oppression." 

Probahly we shall be able to judge whether 
this reasoning be correct or otherwise, if tested 
by an illustration from our own time, when we 
come to examine the intellectual features which 
are in existence, according to their own showing, 
amongst iJie citizens of the republic of Liberia. 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



36 



CHAPTER III. 

Hie Repnblic of Liberia — Sentiments of Frederika Braner about 
it — Ita eBtablialimeitt on the usmised Negro element a great 
miitake — Bev. E. Bljden'e " Yindieation of tlie A&ican Bace " 
— Cues (f Defeotdon amougrt tbe ColoniBto ot Lilxna — Its 
CaiueB eqilained bj Mr. Bljd^k — His Ctmdemnatioii c£ tlie 
Deference shown toWbite Men — Caacs tS Intellectual Develop- 
mtait amon^ tlie Native *fri<-»iM — Conteaat between Aflican 
and Cancaaian mental BnperiOTitj and obtneeneaB — Foeition of 
libcria investing its peo[Je witb the poww of good — DqiTening 
state (^ tiiinga along tlie Gold Coaat — Human Sacrificea at 
New Kalabar, Aboh, Braaa, and Old KalabBiw^The god conntrr 
of the Braae people — Brutality of Honum Sacrifioe sp the 
Niger — Punialunent for Mnrdar at Fernando Fo — First Ar- 
ticles ot War issaed by Richard Coenr de Lion — Sacrifloea in 
the Intoior cf Africa recorded by Dr. LivingEtone — HearUeea 
Wholesale Morder at Bonny — Homoeopathic Fnniahment for 
Ofi^ca in New KiWiar— He Long ju-jn Coanby— Mode 
of Execution at New Kalabar. 



It may be asserted by the over-captioua that' I 
ought to search for and adduce illustrations for 
this chapter amongst the AMcans, who are compo- 
nent parts of the populatioD of British Oolonies, 
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and who may, ther^ore, be expected to give 
evidence of a more highly developed intelligence 
under the fostering caxe of a Government estab- 
lishment. But I deem it an act of justice to the 
black men, who chum an equality with whites, 
rather to show of what stuff they are made, 
according to their own advocates ; and to 
point out bow erroneously writers of their own 
class describe them before the world as possess* 
ing qaalities of which they have as yet shown 
no palpable evidence. 

The republic of Liberia has been ptcttured by 
Mrs. Beecher Stowe as the Eden into which one 
of the characters in " Uncle Tom's Cabin " re- 
tires to spend the evening of his days. It has 
been acknowledged as a free and independent 
republic by the majority of European govern- 
ments, and it is frequently pointed out to us as 
evidence of what the native Afiican can do in 
establishing his independence. 

Frederika Bremer, in all her beautiful works, 
never arrived at a conclusion more true than the 
fojlowing* : — " To imagine that the emancipated 
slaves of America could, beyond the sea, in Libe- 
ria in Africa, establish a community according to 

* " Ecmea of the New World, Imprenons of Amerioa." By 
Frederika Bremer. Tnnslated by Muy Howitt. 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



So mS8 BBEUEB 8 SENTIMENTS. 

the American republic, is, I believe, a grand 
mistake." No greater mistake has ever been 
made by the Mends of the A&ican. In the 
organization ot' tihis republic, there was deficient 
— or rather discarded — what Miss Bremer writes 
of as " that great influence which a man of the 
white race, by his natural intellectual superiority 
and syatematic turn of mind, will always have 
over the black." I do not go so far as to flay the 
white un27 always have superiority over the hlas^ ; 
but I hold that, in the present state of their 
relative development, such a condition of supe- 
riority does exist. I maintain this more strongly, 
for the purpose of shomng how the Eev. E. 
Blyden — ^literary champion of that republic — 
damages his own position as an advocate of 
progress, by assuming a condition of perfection 
which we know does not exist amongst his re- 
publican brethren. Moreover, he flings down 
the gauntlet of defiance at the whites, without 
whom neither he nor his compatriots would be 
free this day in the republic of Liberia. 

Let me not be nusnnderstood. I have perused 
aentaments from the pen of this gentlonan which 
oblige me to respect him. I have seen his ad- 
vocacy of the spirit of self-reliance, as ^oken to 
the people of Monrovia, set forth in language 
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worthy of ihe illnstrious Ellery Ghanning. For 
these reasons I regret to read thus &om Mr. 
Bljrden's pamphlet, entitled a "Vin^cation of 
the Airican race" : — 

" Cases are not wanting of coloured persons 
fleeing from American bondage to Liberia, who, 
meeting a few difficulties, and unused to the task 
of self-reUance, wish to return and live their 
former life of ease and freedom from care. 
Some do return, and bear back evil reports of 
this good land. These cases are painful ; but 
they are not surprising: they are illustrations 
of the invariable effects of slavery. Nor is it to 
be wondered at that even in Liberia, an AMcan 
Government, free, sovereign, and independent, 
there should be, as Bishop Scott alleges, 'a 
degree of deference shown to white men that 
is not shown to coloured.' This will be the case 
in every African community for a long time ; 
even after the entire abolition of slavery in the 
Western world. This reverence of the oppressed 
for the oppressor, as we have just seen in the 
case of the lotielites, is not easily shaken off. 
Such is the influence of the latter upon the 
former, that their voice, on any question, has the 
effect to hush into the profoundest silence the 
least murmur of dissent on the pwt of the former. 
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"It is, however, incumbent upon the intelligent 
among the Aincan race to discountenance, as 
much as possible, this servile feeling, and to use 
every means to crush it wherever it appears ; 
for its influence on the mind and morals, and 
general progress of the race, is fearfully in- 
jurious." 

There is a querulousness of petty vanity^ in 
this which almost forbids oa to hope for good 
from such a source. In a repubHc where no 
white man is allowed to have a voting or 
executive influence in government, " a degree of 
deference to white men" is complained of. We 
cannot wonder at this, indeed, when we remem- 
ber that a few pages previously we read : — 

"Let the candid among the enemies of our 
race take, as far as they know, all the cases of 
Africans who have enjoyed any opportunities of 
intellectual development and improvement, and 
see if the majority have not profitably availed 
themselves of those opportunities: or take an 
Afiicaik of ordinary mind, and a Caucasian of 
like capacity ; place them both under the same 
instructions, with equal privileges, and we hazard 
nothing by sa^dng that the Caucasian will not 
excel the African, if, indeed, he keep pace with 
him. This has been tested, and the result has 
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turned out in favour of the African. If, then, 
under given circumatanceB, the Cauca^an will 
arrive at a certain point of intellectual improve- 
ment, and under the same circumstances — as the 
facts of a fair induction show — the Aincan will 
attain to the same point, where is the absolute 
superiority of the Caucasiui? Where is the 
peculiar mental obtuseness of the A&ican ? 
Where?" 

I take it upon myself to answer the latter 
question— that we have, in liie very query itself^ 
a most palpable proof of " mental obtuseness," 
following up, as it does, the writer's classifica- 
tion of all white men as the "oppressors" 
of the African race. 

Throughout the whole of Mr. Blyden's pam- 
phlet he foIlowB the very s^le -of reasoning 
which he himself condemns in others. " It can- 
not be truly affirmed," he says, " that inferences 
proceeding on such assumptions wait for refuta- 
tion ; hut those who avail themselves of them 
follow pr^udice more than judgment. And so 
strongly does their prejudice against the African 
bias their minds, that we often find even the 
profoundest of them indulging in such one-sided 
argument." 

And yet because John C. Calhoun, of South 
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Carolina, oaplojed " Ixdd and unblushing 
sophistry with reference to the African race," 
and because Mr. Blyden was refused admittance 
to a literary institutioa in the United States, on 
the ground that t^e fitcultf had fuled to realize 
their expectations in one or two coloured persons 
whom they had educated, the white people all 
over the world are enemies of his race, and 
thar oppressors. 

Mr. Blyden's objection to *' isolated cases the 
most un&Tourahle being taken as fur specimens 
of the character of the whole race," might seem 
to be very fair, if he would allow this sentence to 
be applied to the few cases he adduces to prove 
the non-existence of intellectual obtusenea% and 
would permit the mngle change of unfavourable 
to favourable. 

What hopes ikere may be from liberia can be 
gathered from his concluding sentimentB, whidi 
contain much that is good, and beautiful, and 
true, with a considerable amount of what caiinot 
be defined as anything more elevated than vapid 
rhodomontade : — 

" The pomtion of the people of Liberia invests 
thm with peculiar ability for doing good in 
behalf of the downtrodden race to which they 
belong. If they propeily use that ability, they 
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may exert no inconsiderable influence in bring- 
ing about the uuiversal disenthralment and 
elevation of Africans. Th^ should not, in 
rarder to benefit their enalaTed brethren, 'render 
evil for evil' to their (^pressors. Sudi a course 
is' productive of no good ; it is a plan of proce- 
dure that finds no sympathy in these enlightened 
days — it is a progeny of the dark ages. These 
are times when, by argumentation and demon- 
stration, the moral sensibilities of men must be 
appealed to. Phyncal inconveniences, employed 
for the purpose of correcting moral evils, have 
no true reformatory effect. Men must be led — 
not driven. No desirable effect can be produced 
by raterating doleful complaints and harsh vitu* 
perations against men on account of their pre- 
judices. But a great deal is accomplished by 
furnishing practical demonstrations that such 
prejudices are destitute of foundation. And 
this is the work of the people of Liberia in 
particular and of coloured men in general. We 
must prove to our oppressors that we are men, 
possessed of like susceptibilities with themselves, 
hj seeking after those attributes which ^ve 
dignity to a State ; by cultivating those virtues 
which shed lustre upon individuals and com- 
munities ; by pursuing whatev^ is magnificent 
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in enterpiise, whatever is lovely and of good 
report in ciTilization, whatever is exalted in 
morals, and whatever is exemplary in pie^. 
Then shall we prove that we do possess 'rights 
which white people are bound to respect;' the 
decision of an enlightened Chief Justice to the 
contrary notwithstanding. But so long as we 
contentedly remain at the foot of the ladder at 
whose top our oppressors stand, it is unreason- 
able, it is absurd, to call upon them to recognise 
us as equals in every respect ; and it is worse 
than absurdily to abuse and vilify them for 
tiieir opinions and prejudices with respect to us. 
We must make our way to the position which 
they occupy. And having overstepped the in- 
terval which has so long separated us &om them, 
and standing with them on the same summit, we 
shall be welcomed as equals. Then will Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth dwell together as brethren, 
in ' liberty, equality, and fraternity.' There 
win be no more slavery ; for Canaan, the * ser- 
vant of servants,' has been exterminated." 

"We must make our way to the position 
which they, our oppressors, occupy," is language 
which, in fact, involves a true principle ; but Mr. 
Blyden ought to see the inconsistency of boasting 
of what the Liberians can do for the downtrodden 
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race to which they belong, till ihey get to the top 
of that ladder "where their oppressors stand," 
and at whose foot they acknowledge themselves 
as still remaining. Before they attfun that posi- 
tion, too, the boast of intellectual and mental 
equality is a piece of flagrant bombast, and 
nothing more. 

With the instances advanced of the Anglo* 
Aiiican tendency, opposed although th^ be to 
what I cannot avoid designating as erroneous 
reasonings from the Llberiui republic, the 
question may be asked — Are there no other ob* 
stacles than these latter standing in tiie way of 
African civilization, and oppodng the develop- 
ment of that country's inexhaustible riches? 

Civil wars all along the Grold Coast do not 
indicate anything like a condition of happiness 
or prosperity; and as we approach the neigh- 
bourhood of the palm oil rivers, there rises up 
before ns a panorama sach as I believe no other 
part of the world can show. 

The sacrifice of twin children, as well as of those 
who cut their upper teeth first, is carried on at New 
Kalabar as in Aboh and Old Kalabar. Even as 
late as 1856 an Albino child was sacrificed at 
the bar of the first-named river to the shark, 
who was, up to a late period, the ju-ju of this 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



46 HTTHAH SACBinCES. 

country. Some of the natives up the creeks 
having been devoured by these carnivorous fish, 
the faniily of the shark spedes got into disfavour, 
and now goats and fowls are tbdr fiiTourite 
sacrificial ofiferings. 

At the moudi of Brass river, when an Albino 
girl is sacrificed, the officiator at this ceremony 
is an old man named Onteroo. He has an 
enormous tuberosity on the back of his head; 
but whether bis divinity is believed to exist in 
tliis or not, my informant cannot say. Several 
canoes accompany him and the victim, who, it 
seems, is quite satisfied with her fate, as she is 
indoctrinated with the idea that her future 
destiny is to be murried to a white man. As 
soon as they reach the bar, the canoes are all 
turned with their heads homewards ; the word 
is given, and the girl is thrown into the water, 
with a w^ght round her neck to prevent her 
floating, thus obviating the poasibility of an 
escape. 

The Brass people have likewise an Interior (to 
thrar country) territory, entitled the god country, 
to which th^ resort for oracular purposes. Keya, 
the King of the Obullum Abiy side of Brass 
river, was known to have recently paid a visit 
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there to ascertain whether he or a powerM chief, 
named Amanga, was to be the head man. 

On hia return, a number of the " god country" 
people came with him, and lived at his place, on 
the fet of the land, whilst th.ey were deliberating. 
Amanga, of course, was now and then present 
at the ieativalfi; but one morning he became 
very nek, and was dead in a few bonis after- 
warda. 

In parts of Benin it is the custom to sacrifice 
two men at the appearance of a new moon. 

The Bey. Mr. Growther's journal of his last 
ascent of the Niger records : — " Aiter the 
inspM^on of the lands at Idda, as we were re- 
taraing to the ship, Easumo, the Arabic inter- 
preter, who had fallen in with a brother Mallam 
here, and also with a Yoruba slave, was privately 
informed that, about three months ago, an Al- 
bino slave boy, whom we saw here in 1854, 
about nine years of age, was offered in sacrifice 
as a peace-offering in the settlement of their 
political disputes ; that the hands and feet of the 
poor boy were dislocated, after which he was 
put alive into a pit prepared for him, over which 
a large pot was placed ; so the poor creatnre had 
to linger the remaining days of his miserable 
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existence in torture and agony. He was there 
three or four days before he expired, when the 
pit was covered up." 

Something similar to this bmtality, but of a 
more aggravated nature, is the mode in which 
punishment for murder is inflicted by the 
abori^es of Fernando Po. When the mur- 
derer is discovered, his crime is proved before a 
meeting of the magnates of his district — not with 
any form of trial by jury, or of test by ordeal, 
but simply by the depo»tion of evidence, be it 
confirmatory or orcumstontiaL The body of 
his victim is then carried to some distance in 
the bush, and he is tied to it by withes plucked 
from trees. He is left in that horrid portion, 
without a bit to eat or a drop to drink, until 
death puts an end to his sufferings. The pro- 
longation of a man's life under such drcum- 
stances, bound night and day to a dead body 
advancing to putridity, is a fate that one 
shudders to think of. 

Yet perhaps we should not regard this with 
equal horror, did we reflect that in our own 
Christian country of England, and about a.d. 
1190 — in the glorious old times of the Cru- 
saders—the first "articles of war" issued by 
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Richard Coeur de Lion, for the government of 
the Navy, contained a primitive code, which 
punished the murderer by lashing him to his 
victim's body and throwing him into the sea. 

It may be considered a strange coincidence 
that amongst the tribes of the interior, who can 
have no communication with those on the coast, 
similar brutalities are in existence, as if such things 
were ra*^ of the African soil. Dr. Livingstone 
records* that " in several tribes a child which is 
said to 'tlola' (transgress) is put to death. 
'Tlola,' or transgression, is ascribed to several 
curious causes. A child who cuts the upper front 
teeth before the under, is always put to death 
among the Bakaa, and, I believe, also among 
the Bakwuns. [A practice dmilar to this exists 
at Aboh, New and Old Ealabar.] In some tribes, 
when twins are bom, one of them is put to 
deat3i. [A modification of the Old Kalabar 
custom of burying twins alive.] And an ox 
which, while lying in the pen, beats the ground 
with its tail, is treated in the same way. It is 
thought to be calling death to visit the tribe." 

On the occasion of a civil war at Bonny this 
year (1859)^ the following incident occurred : — 

• "MiKJonaiyTraTelBandBeeearchesin South AMca," p.677. 
iiaoKj, Loridoa. 1658. 
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A canoe, paddled bj four yoang boys, the 
eldest not more than seven years of age, and 
steered with a paddle by a man in the stem, waa 
observed crossing the river amongst the shipping. 
It was pursued by anotJier canoe, in which were 
eight men propelling, and a man standing up in 
its fore part with a rifle in his hand. As soon 
as the latter had reached to within fifteen or 
twenty yards of the former, the anned man fired 
at and killed one of the boy«. He coolly reloaded 
bis rifle and shot the other three boys in aucces- 
fdon. The murderer's canoe having soon arrived 
at that which had now but one occupant, he (the 
last-named) jumped into the water, out of which 
he was soon dragged by his pursuers, to be 
stabbed to death in their canoe with knives. 

The idea that men who had committed a murder 
" should be condemned to the same fate they had 
bestowed upon another," is practically carried 
out in the very mode in which the butch- 
ery had been consummated — as thus recorded 
to me, by Mr. Gates, of its occurrence at New 
Kalabar : — 

" On the 4th January, 1859, as Dr. Saunders 
and I were leaving the beach, a great commotion 
was raised through the town, in consequence of 
the ju-ju king having been attacked and severely 
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wounded in the ju-ju house. We returned, and 
on going up to the place, found it full of natives. 
On a table in the centre was stretched the un- 
fortunate ju-ju potentate, suffering from a severe 
stab in the abdomen and a fearful gash in the 
wrist With such appliances as the natives could 
fiimish, Dr. Saunders stitched and dressed the 
wounds. It was then related to us that a head 
man of the ju-ju king's establishment had been 
mad for a few days ; that while he was making 
ju-ju, with many of tbe people attending at the 
ceremonial, tbe lunatic had rushed into the 
temple and inflicted the wounds on him; and 
that, before the madman could be seized, he had 
rushed away t^ain, supposed to have gone into 
the bush (as the thick wood around is termed). 

" Dr. Saunders wished the king's bed to be 
made up in the ju-ju house, that the wounds 
might not be disturbed ; but all those around 
objected, giving as a reason their dread of the 
assassia coming back and doing something worse. 
Preparations being then made to take him on a 
door to hia dwelling-house, we proceeded to 
accompuLy the bearers, when, on going ou^de, 
we saw no less than three hundred men armed 
with guns, daggers, spears, and knives. Such is 
the respect shown to white men, that over a 
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hundred of these armed people formed a body- 
guard around us to conduct us in safety to the 
beach, where our boats were, as it was then 
getting dark, and the madman might be roaming 
about ; for in his flight he had stabbed two 
women, though not mort^y wounded them. 
Some of this escort carried torches, and the 
flashing light in darkness revealing the blades 
of weapons, with the moving ebony of tiieir 
nearly naked bodies, and the glistening aavagery 
of thdr eyes, was a picture not often seen, even 
in Afiica. 

" Januarjf 6. — ^The ju-ju king died this morn- 
ing. After the ceremonies of his funeral were 
over, be was buried in his own temple, a number 
of armed men afterwards going in pursuit of the 
murderer. They found him in a tree and shot 
him. Athough he fell down dead, they inflicted 
upon him like wounds to those he had given to 
the king — namely, a stab in the belly and a gash 
across the wrist His body was then cut in two 
and thrown into the river for shark food. 

" In a very few days afterwards upwards of fifty 
persons belonging to the murderer's family were 
put to death in a similar manner — by wounds in 
the belly and across the wrist. Indeed, there was 
not a single one of his kith or kin left in the 
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town that was not sacrificed in exactly the same 
manner as he had butchered the king." 

Although the natirea of New Kalabar had 
great &ith in this ju-ju king — ranking him on 
all state occasions before king Amakree — they 
hold in veneration a superior spirit, believed to 
exist in a country Bome three months' travel 
from New Ealabar, and in a direction tending 
towards Aboh, up the rivCT Niger. I believe it 
to be in some part of Oru ; and it is entitled by 
tiiem, when they speak of it in English, the 
" Long ju-ju country." Parties are sent there 
to undergo an ordeal for serious crimes. It is 
believed that the ju-ju at that place, who is sup- 
posed to be a woman, knows everything — ^the 
names of all the ships trading in the riv^, of 
the merchants to whom they belong, and of the 
supercargoes. The country in which this Delphic 
oracle resides is described as a species of amphi- 
theatre, surrounded by hills. As soon as the 
accused arrives near a certain bush — only one 
person bdng allowed to approach at a time — his 
accuser makes the charge against him in a loud 
voice. He is then called on to say if he be 
guilty or not guilty. Of course the charge is 
invariably denied. Upon this he is told to re- 
turn. The simple people of New Ealabar, who 
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never have been there, believe that if the accused 
be innocent he can go back ; but that if he be 
really guilty, his feet become fastened to the 
ground ; that water springs up, which rises, rises, 
rises gradually, tiU it mounts over his head, 
when he is drowned; and that, as soon as the 
water subsides after his death, the viclitn is 
found fastened in the earth, with nothing of his 
body visible except his head. 

Mr. Oates informed me that, on one occasion, 
a hundred men were sent away by the authorities, 
being accused of some witchcraft, the particulars 
of which he was ignorant of Of these thirty- 
nine returned, btinging with them an accusation 
against twenty other persons, who had not pre- 
viously been suspected, and who thus, by die 
revelation of the long ju-ju, were declared gmlty. 
These were executed, having been first made 
drunk — a privilege which is likewise granted to 
all condemned to die by Egbo authority in Old 
Kalabar. The mode of execution at New Eala- 
bar is hacking the convicted with swords, knives, 
and cutlasses, till death puts an end to his 
sufferings. 
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Wilhelm Hmuboldt's id«a of the human fsinilj bnug one fra- 
tendtf. — Baron Von Hmnholdt's ooncnirence in these optnioiu. 
— Adherence of nattTe Africans to gri-gris, ju-jua, and fetuhee. 
— Cannibaliam. — Probabili^ of languages nminiilBtiiig tbetr 
natnre to Hum praclicta. — Of the sale of human flesh at Surra 
Leone. — Mr. Caulker's ex^danatioQ of reaaons fi^ burning or 
buiTlng alive the Negroes. — Cannibalism at Oman, amo&git 
the Boola tribe and the Ejoonen. — Sale of N^io flesh at Old 
Kftlsbar. — Cannibalism at BraM. — Bosons given for eating the 
■lan^tered bodies of titax enaniea. — Of the Fangwes taking 
csTcaasea ont of the ground to eat them. — Beprisal canDibalism 
at New Ealabar. 

In the first volume of Baron Von Humboldt's 
" CoemoB," * an extract is ^ven from a work of 
his brother Wilhelm, in which the follomng 
passage occurs : — 

" If we would indicate an idea, which through- 
out the whole course of history has ever more 
and more widely extended its empire, or which 

• Page 868. 
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more than any other testifies to the much con- 
t«ated, and still more decidedly misunderstood, 
perfectibility of the whole human race, it is that 
of establishing our common humanity ; of striv- 
ing to remove the barriers which prejudice and 
limited views of every kind have erected amongst 
men, and to treat all mankind, without reference 
to religion, nation, or colour, as one fraternity, 
one great community, fitted for the attainment 
of one object — the unrestrained development of 
the psychical powers." 

Bearing upon these observations, the Baron 
likewise remarks* : — " The principle of indi- 
vidual and political freedom is implanted in the 
ineradicable conviction of the equal rights of one 
sole human race." 

Thb philosophy puzzles one who contemplates 
such scenes as I have recorded, and am about to 
go on with. There may be allowed a palliation 
for the deeds of the American Indians in scalp- 
ing those who fall into thar hands by the for- 
tunes of war, or the chances of raid and foray. 
A plea may, perhaps, be advanced for the 
atrocities committed by Sepoys in the recent 
Indian rebellion, urged on as they were by the 
despotic creed of Islamism. But the thirst for 

* Humboldt's "Coanus," toL ii., p. 668. 
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blood which marks the lives of many of the 
Negro races, seems to me very incompatible with 
the for^;oing, as well as with another idea of 
HumboIdfB*:— 

" Whilst we muntun the unity of the human 
species, we at the same time r^l the depressing 
assumption of superior and inferior races of men. 
There are nations more susceptible of culdTation, 
more highly civilized, more ennobled by mental 
cultivation, than others ; but none in themselves 
nobler than others." 

I fear IJiat "mental cultivation" can hare 
little effect on individuals who cannot be classed 
as humanized. Although not denying that a 
few, very few — the rari nantet in gurgite vasto — 
have manifested an intelleetual capacity equal to 
that of white men ; still, even those who for scores 
of years have been intermixing with European 
traders, mostly Englishmen, cling to their gri-gris, 
ju'jus, fetishes, and cannibalism, with as much 
pertinacity as they did a hundred years ago. 

It might be assumed that their languages, assi-* 
milating the practices of th^ daily lives to 
natural organization, may have something to 
do with this adherence to old practices. !N^o 
doubt arguments can be advanced to prove that 

• " Cosmw," Td. i., p. 368. 
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they, iritih all their thirst for their fellow-crea* 
tures' blood, are entirely innocent and nncon- 
acious of many abominable crimes, which are of 
duly occurrence amongst civilised communities 
c^ Europe. Caligulas and Neros may be said 
to exist amongst these tribes ; although they 
haye not yet arrived at that stage of civiliza- 
tion which produces a Robson or a Redpath. 

People in England, who imagine Africa to be 
a land of pahns and gold, of elephants and lions 
— even those less poetic and more commercial 
folk who look to the growing development of 
that country^B resources in the increa^g pro- 
duction of palm oil and ivory — ^would scarcely 
believe that in these days — whilst I write — can- 
nibalism is almost as rampant on the west coast 
of AMca as it has ever been. 

Let us torn backwards a few hundred miles 
from Liberia to the British colony of Sierra 
Leon^ where we can read the foUomng para- 
graph in the " Afirican " newspaper of April 5th 
last. It is cont^ed in a report of the mxty- 
ei^th (I) anniversary of the Countess of Hun- 
tingdon's connexion in that colony : — 

"Mr. Samuel Priddy, who is employed by 
the Society, and has been labouring as a native 
missionary at Bompeh in tiie Sherbro countty, 
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supported the same {i.e. a resolution). He stated 
that the cruel and barbarous practices of cazmi- 
baliam were indulged in during the late war,- 
and that he saw hampers of dried human flesh 
carried on the backs of men, upon which they in- 
tended to feast He called for help, and hoped 
that such pecuniary means would be provided 
as would prove sufficient to send him back to 
title sphere of his former labours." 

The editor, in a foot-note, says he would like 
to see the statement confirmed, as if a doubt 
could be thrown on the spoken words of a 
respectable and truth-telling missionary, who 
recorded only what he saw! 

In a subsequent number of tile same p^>er, 
we observe a Mr. Caulker denying that canni* 
balism exists in the Bompeh part of the Sher- 
bro country, and asserting that the Boorhdy 
country must be the one meant by Mr. 
Priddy; thereby acknowledging that cannibal- 
ism does exist in his neighbourhood. With 
what a graphic coolness is the following pallia- 
tion ^ven in his defence of the Bompeh people 
against the charge of being man-eaters : — 

" Only when one is sack, they would request 
the sick party to confess all that he or she had 
done in order to live; and if the sick party 
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acknowledges to have entered into a leopard or 
an alligator, to eat any one that may have been 
-killed by such animals, or to have sucked the 
blood of a deceased person while living, then the 
parents of soch deceased person (if the deceased 
party was a chief or some high one) will flog 
such person to death, or bum, or bury such 
person alive," 

This is quite enough of the peculiarities of the 
" white man's grave" for the present, so we pass 
Monrovia agtun and speed down the coast. 

Cannibalism exists in the Omun country, up 
the Cross river; and I am informed that the 
Boola tribe, who reside far iaterior to Corisco 
bay, come down the Mooney river to get some 
of the sea-shore dwelling people to make " chop " 
of them, because they are reputed to have a salt- 
ish, therefore a relishable flavour. This may 
be defined to be the epicurism of man-eating; 

My late colleague at Lagos (B. Campbell, Esq.), 
giving me some information about the Ejoemen 
or Jomen — a tribe spread over the countries ad- 
jacent to many creeks in the Delta of the Niger — 
observes, " When I wrote to you about the Ejoe- 
men I forgot to tell you that they are generally 
considered to be cannibals. Some Krooboys, 
who had been badly treated on board a Liverpool 
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rfiip, a few years since, took one of the boatB and 
went off. Hunger and thirst compelled them to 
enter one of the rivers between Benin and the 
KuD. The Ejoemen fell in with them, and after 
a desperate struggle captured the Eroomen, £rst 
killing two of their number. The survivors of 
the Krooboys were eventually sold at Warree 
town, and redeemed by Mr. Heniy. ■ They de- 
cho^d to Mr. Henry that the Ejoemen bad e^ten 
those boys who were MUed. 

"When Captain Denham was surveying this 
part of the coast, he sent up one of the rivers a 
boat, in which were two young oflScers. They 
were attacked by the Ejoemen, overpowered and 
killed, and if the surviving Eroomen's story be 
true, were no doubt eaten also. 

" Mr. Carr, of the model farm (second Niger 
Expedition), was most probably killed by these 
people, or by King Boy, who was an Ejoe- 
man." 

During the year 1859 human flesh was exposed 
for sale, as butcher's meat, in the market at 
Duketown, Old Ealabar. 

In Brass (oi the Nimbe country), cannibalism 
often occurs. Even within the last year a chief 
of that district, named Imamy, killed two of the 
Acreeka people before mentioned, who were sao- 
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rificed to the manes of his father, and eaten. In 
BrasB, as in Bonny, ihey eat all enemies taken in 
war; and they put forth, as a justification for this, 
that devouring the flesh of their enemies makes 
them braver. 

Captain Townsend, who is very familiar with 
the internal economy of all the negro tribes, has 
related to me the following illustration. 

The Pangwes, who reside up the river Gaboon, 
exhume, for the purpose of eating them, the dead 
bodies of their Mends, when they have been from 
six to eight days in the ground. A Gaboon black 
trader, in the employment of a white supercargo, 
died suddenly. His family thinking that the death 
had resulted from witchcraft, two of his sisters were 
authorised to go to his grave and bring his head 
away, in order that they might test the fact. 
This testing is effected in the following manner: 
An iron pot with fresh water is placed on the 
floor ; at one side of it is the head of the dead 
man ; at the other side is seated a fetish doctor. 
The latter functionary then put8 in his mouth a 
piece of herb, supposed to impart divining 
powers, chews it, and forms a magic circle by 
spitting round the pot, the head, and himself. 
The face of the murderer, after a few incantations, 
is supposed to be reflected on the water contwned 
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in the pot The fetish man then statra he sees 
the murderer, and orders the head to be agun 
put back to its proper grave, some days being then 
given to him for deliberation. In the meantime, 
he may iix on a man who is rich enough to pay 
him a sufficient bribe to be excused of the charge; • 
and if so, he confesses that the fetish has 
fiuled. 

In the case just mentioned, when they returned 
with the head, the body left behind was nowhere 
to be found, and on making inquiries into the 
facts connected with its disappearance, it was as- 
certained, beyond doubt, that some Pangwes, who 
had been present at the disinterment for the pur- 
pose of decapitation, had returned to the grave, 
taken the body therefrom, and eaten it. 

Mr. Oates, who was trading for Captain Straw, 
supercargo to Messrs. Horsfall and Sons, of Liver- 
pool, has drawn out for me a picture of his ex- 
perience in New Kalabar : — 

" It seems that some few weeks previous to this 
occurrence (27th August, 1858), two natives of 
New Kalabar were on their way to the Aboh 
pabn oil market, when they were caught by tiie 
natives of a district called Acreeka, killed, and 
eaten. On bearing of this, the New Ealabarese 
determined on reprisal Accordingly, a palaver 
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was held, and a message sent demanding that the 
murderers should be ^ven op, at the same time 
intimating that if this request were not granted, 
a war with no mercy to young or old would be 
commenced forthwith. The men, four in number, 

• were delivered over, along with a boy, who turned 
king's evidence, in the hope of not being in- 
cluded in the punishment. They were tried 
before the ju-ju King, as well as the chie& in the 
ju-ju house, and condemned to the same fate as 
they had inflicted on the others. They were 
then brought into the market place, which is hard 
by a sheet of watw opposite King Amakree's 
residence,* and the boy informer was compelled 
to perform the moat disgusting mutilations on his 
unfortunate countrymen whilst they stood in the 
water. Worse than tiger-like, the spectator 

. drank the water, in which was mingled the blood 
of the victims. The latter were then dragged out, 
hacked and cut limb irom limb by the Kalabar- 
ese executioners, whilst pieces of thwr flesh were 
distributed amongst the natives of the town, 
some of whom roasted, some boiled, and others 
made soup, rendered pungent, no doubt, by palm 
oil and red peppers." 

•Vide "ImprearioM of WeBten Africa," p, 101. Longnun, 
Brovn, & Co., 1866. 
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Author's doabti of forgoing brntalitaei, nmoTed onJr l^ what he 
tKW carried ont — Beprinl Ezeontitxi at Boimy prepantory to 
a GannibaliBtic Feavt — Prirate Amuigenieiitfl to obtam a View 
d the Soeoe of Execution — Senaatioiis on Beeing t^ Ja-ju hooae 
at early dawn — No Similarity between it and Newgate— The 
Execntitmer and the Vicdm — AppaJling Katnre of the ^loica 
foerailing at t^ Botchery — Manner in which the Exeontiou 
was carried out — Decapitation — Boys and Girls Carrying Bits 
of the Carcanee away witik them — ^Two Women Squabbling 
tor a Morsel of N^pfo FlaBh — Inutility of Moral Force Preach- 
ing to prsrent such Scenes — The Jn-jn Executioner's RoMon 
fix not Ealing hia Biotlier H^to'b Head — Accounts of Similar 
Butchery and Cannibalism at Dahomey — ^Heroea Wearing 
Necklaces of Human Teeth. 

I MUST confess that the storiea which I had only 
recently heard of canxtibalism did startle me — as 
I believe they will many of the public, to whom 
they are new, with reference to this part of the 
world. 

The inddents recorded by Mr. Oatea set me seri- 
ously to think. I was already aware of the door- 
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pillars, as well as the inude flooring, of the Bonny 
ju-ju house being ornamented with negroes' skuUs. 
I had seen within this heathen temple arm and leg 
bones of human bodies arranged on its high altar. 
These were the mortal remains of thar enemies 
in the Andoney country, whom they did not 
deny that their forefathers had devoured. But 
I entertained not the slightest suspicion that any 
leaven of the old anthropophagy existed in the 
present time^ till I had ocular proof of its appal- 
ling atrocities. 

On tiie occasion of an official visit to Bonny, 
in the early part of last year, I was privately in- 
formed that a reprisal execution, prefatory to the 
eating of a body, was to take place on the fol- 
lowing morning, opposite the ju-ju house. It 
was in return for a similar murder of one 
of the better class of slaves, who had been a 
palm-oil trader — and who was reported to have 
been killed, as well as eaten, the week before, in 
one of the creeks leading up to the HumbaUah 
country. The poor feUow captured, and now 
doomed to death, was to be eaten too. No white 
man in the river was expected to know anything 
about it. Indeed, if a white man were seen near 
the place of execution when the victim was about 
to suffer, his presence would have eiiher caused 
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an adjoumment to another tdme and place, or 
have been the subject of a " big palaver," in- 
Tolving the payment of a considerable fine. 

Cmnmimicating my intentions to nobody, I 
landed, on the evening of our arrival, at the 
sandy beach doae by the river's side, and oppo- 
site to where the trading ships are anchored, in- 
stead of going the usual way round by the creek 
into town. I sauntered in the direction of the 
ju-ju house, seemingly with no purpose, and a 
few minutes' survey shewed me a small house, 
with a loop-hole in it, commanding a view of 
the temple's front — notiiing intervening be- 
tween it and the creek but a heap of garbage. 
The door was within a few yards of the 
creek, which runs at a right angle with the main 
bed of the river. It was empty and unoccupied, 
and had probably been used as a store in past 
times by some trader, who had now grown rich 
enough to buyorbuildalargermagaaneelBewhere. 

Making a detour by another route, I returned to 

H. M. S. S. S. ; and the commander, entering 

into my wishes, gave orders to have a boat ready 
at any time on the following morning when I de- 
Eored it. I suggested the small dingy, with four 
Erooboys using paddles. 

Starting from the vessel at half-past four o'clock 
f2 
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in the momiDg, after taking my ahower-bath, 
cup of coffee, and glass of Quinine wine, the 
Krooboys paddled noiselessly along. The man-of- 
war steamer being anchored a considerable dis* 
tance down the river, we turned into the creek, 
as a faint greynesa, indicative of coming day, ap- 
peared in the eastern sky. " Softly, sofdy," the 
Krooboys sculling, we approach the nearest land- 
ing-place, between which and the river's comer 
arises a dense mangrove bush, ten or twelve feet 
high above the water's surface. I am removed 
from the boat to shore on the shoulders of a Eroo- 
man. Then, telling the men to go back to the 
ship for their breakfast, and to return to the front 
beach for me in two hours, I slipped into the small 
house, and closed the door. 

I know not of what kind 'are the sensations 
felt by those around Kewgate, waiting for an 
execution in the very heart of l^ondon's 
great city ; but I know that on the banks of an 
African river, in the grey dawn of morning — 
where the stiUnesa was of that oppressive nature 
which IB calculated to produce the most gloomy im- 
pressions, with dense vapours and foul smells aris- 
ing from decomposing mangrove, and other causes 
of malaria, floating about, with a heaviness of 
atmosphere that depressed the spirits, amidst 
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a commtmity of canmb^ I do know that, al- 
though under the protection of a man-of-war, I 
felt on this occasion a comliined sensation of sus- 
pense, anxiety, horror, and indefinable dread of - 
I cannot tell what, that I pray God it may never 
be my fate to endure agtun. 

Day broke, and, nearly dmultaneous with its 
breaking, the sun shone out As I looked through 
the slit In the wall on the space between my 
place of concealment and the ju-ju house, I 
observed no change from its appearance the 
evening before. No gibbet, nor axe, nor gal- 
lows, nor rope — no kind of preparation, nolidng 
significant of death, save the skulls in the pillars 
of the ju-ju house, that seemed leering at me 
with an expression at once strange and vacant. It 
would have been a relief in the awful stillness of 
the place to have heard something of what I had 
read of the pr^>aration8 for an execution in Liver- 
pool or London — of the hammmng su^esdve of 
driving nails into scaffold, drop, or cofiki — of a 
crowd gathering round the place before early 
dawn — and of the solemn tolling of die bell 
that chimed another soul into eternity. Every- 
thing seemed as if nothing beyond the routine 
of daily life were to take place. 

Could it be that I had been misinformed — that 
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the ceremony was adjourned to another time, or 
was to be carried oat elsewhere ? 

No. A distant murmur of gabbling voices 
waa heard approaching nearer lotd nearer, till, 
paaeing the comer house on my left, I saw a 
group of negroes. An indiscriminate crowd of 
all agea and both sexes, so huddled together that 
no person whom I could particularly distinguish 
as either an executioner or culprit was visible 
amongst them. But above their clattering talk 
came the sound of a clanking chtun that made 
me shudder. 

They stopped in the middle of the square 
opposite the ju-ju house, and ceased talking. 

One commanding voice uttered a angle word, 
and down they sat upon the grass, forming a 
circle round two figures, standing upright in 
the centre — ^the executioner and the man about 
to be killed. The former was remarkable only 
by the black skull-cap which he had on him, 
and by a common cutiass which he held in his 
hand. The latter had chains round his neck, 
his wrists, and liis ankles. There was no sign 
of fear or cowardice about Aim — no seem- 
ing consciousness of the dreadful fate before 
him — ^no evidence even upon his face of 
that dogged stubbornness which is said to be 
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exhibited by some persons about to undergo an 
ignominioiis death. 

Sare that he stood upright one would scarcely 
have known that he was alive. Amongst the 
spectators, too, there was a silent impassiveness 
which was appalling. Not a word, nor gesture, 
nor glance of sympathy, that could make 
me believe I looked at bcioga who had a vestige 
of humanity amongst them. 

As the ju-ju butcher stepped back and measured 
his distance to make an effectual swoop at his 
victim's neck the man moved not a muscle, but 
stood as if he were unconscious — till 

Chopl the first blow felled him to the ground. 
The noise of a chopper falling on meat is 
familiar to most people. No other sound was 
here — ^none from the man, not a whisper nor a 
murmur from those who were seated about I I 
was nearly crying out in mental agony, and the 
sound of that first stroke will haimt my ears to 
my d3dng day. How I wished some one to 
talk or scream, to destroy the impresaon of that 
fearful hough, and the still more awful mlaice 
that followed it. Again the weapon was raised to 
continue the decapitation — another blow as the 
man lay prrotrate, and then a sound broke tlte 
silence! But, oh. Father of Mercy I of what a 
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kind was that noise — a gurgle and gasp accom- 
panjing the dying spasm of the struck-down 
man. Once more the weapon was lifted — ^I saw 
the blood flow in gory horror down the blade 
to the butcher's hand, and there it was visible 
in God's bright sunshine to the whole host of 
heaven. Not a word had yet been uttered by 
the crowd. More chopping and cleaving, and 
the head, severed from the body, was put, by 
the ju-ju executioner, into a calabash, which 
was carried off by one of his women to be 
cooked. He then repeated another cabalistic 
word, or perhaps the same as at first, and 
directly all who were seated rose up, whilst 
he walked away. A yell, such as reminded me 
of a company of tigers, arose from the mul- 
titude — cutlasses were flourished as they 
crowded round the body of the dead man — 
sounds of cutting and chopping rose amidst the 
clamour of the voices,- and I began to question 
myself whether if I were on the other ude of the 
river Styx, I should see what I was looking at here 
through the little slit in the wall of my hiding- 
place? — A crowd of human vultures gloating over 
the headless corse of a murdered brother negro 
— ^boys and girls walking away from the crowd, 
holding pieces of bleeding flesh in their hands. 
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while the dripping life fluid marked their road as 
they went along ; and one woman snapping from 
tiie hands of another — ^both of them raising 
thar voices in clamour — a part of tiie body of 
that poor man, in whom the breath of life was 
vigorous not a quarter of an hour ago I 

The whole of the body was at last divided, and 
nothing left behind but the blood. The intestines 
were taken away to be given to an iguana — the 
Bonnyman's tutelary guardian. But the blood 
was still there, in glistening pools, though no 
more notice was taken of it by the gradually dis- 
persing crowd, than if it were a thing as common 
in that town as Heaven's bright dew is elsewhere. 
A few dogs were on the spot, who devoured the 
fragments. Two men arrived to spread sand over 
the place, and there was no interruption to the fa- 
miliar sound of coopers' hammering, just begu- 
iling in the cask houses, or to the daily work of 
hoisting palm-oil puncheons on board the ships. 

Before quitting the house, which I managed to 
do at a moment when all around was clear, I 
asked myself, is tlds the eighteen hundred and 
fifty-ninth year of the Christian era? — are these 
the people amongst whom British commerce has 
been exercising its civilizing influence for more 
than half a century? — two questions which 
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it is melancholy and aaddeniiig to fed obliged 
to answer by a simple affirmatiTe. 

Two days after, on passing the ju-ju house, 
I saw a small scaffold made of twigs, erected 
at the distance of a few yards from the front of 
the house, on the top of which were deposited 
leg, thigh, arm and rib bones, which had all the 
appearance of having been grilled first, and well 
picked afterwards. 

These executioDB, aadtbesnbseqnentharpyiBm, 
are generally confined to families or hoases, and 
therefore cause little or no excitement on the part 
of the general population not directly interested. 
Hence the small number of people present at this 
afffur in a town whose population amounts to 
nearly dght thousand. Such scenes may now be 
considered of more frequent occurrence than for- 
merly, as the Bonny people hare sworn an oath 
(or, as they call it, taken ju-ju) to exterminate the 
Obetta tribe, who occupy an interior district, and 
their modus operandi of effecting this resolution 
is by waiting for them in ambush, and then cap- 
turing, killing, and eating them. 

It may be asked, is there no moral or sodal 
law amongst these people to prevent auch occur- 
rences? My answer is simply, that moral and 
social obligations are things of which they are as 
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ignorant and unconscious as of the language of 
Eamschatka, or of the condition of affairs in 
the moon. Many persons might suppose that 
the "moral force" presence of a man-of-war in 
the river ought to hare acted as a prohibition 
to this butchery. No doubt it would, had the 
steamer been anchored nearer to the town, or 
had it been suspected that a knowledge of the 
event had arrived on board. 

But all the men-of-war in the British Navy 
could have had no power to prevent the execu- 
tion being consummated elsewhere away in some 
private creek, or swamp, or bush. And if stopped 
for the time being, it would have been carried 
out sub umbrd as sure as the day dawns and the 
night darkens over Bonny country. 

Lecture these people on the sin and shame of 
such things, and judge by what I am about to 
record of the effect which such remonstrance is 
likely to have. 

Six or eight months subsequent to my 
having * witnessed the foregoing slaughter, 
Mrs. Hutchinson accompanied me to Bonny 
in a man-of-war steamer, as she had had fever, 
and required change of air. Whilst we were 
there staying with Mr. Straw, supercargo 
of the hulk " Ambrosine^" belonging to Messrs. 
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Charles Horsfall & Sons of Liverpool, there 
came on board one morning the very same ju-ju 
executioner that I had seen at hia bloody work 
during my former visit Rumours had been 
afloat that another affair, like the previous one, 
had come off a few days before. Indeed, so 
much of certainty was attached to these rumours, 
that Mr. Straw asked the ju-ju man, in the pre- 
sence of myself and my wife, how he could have 
so little shame as to stand unabashed before a 
white lady, who had heard of bis having eaten 
the head of a brother black man ? With the 
most imperturbable sang-froid he replied, that 
he had not eaten it, '* as bis cook had spoUed it, 
by not putting enough of pepper upon it 1 " 

That a cruei and barbarous practice anala- 
gous to this baa existed from tune imme- 
morial in other parts of A&ica is evident 
from what is recorded by traveUers to Dahomey 
in the year 1727.* On th^ being conducted to 
the king, Guaja Trudo, at that time the fourth 
monarch of thb kingdom, they passed by two 
heaps of human heads piled on two large stages. 
These, they were told, were the heads of four 

*' Vide West African Herald, July 27th and August ISth, 
1660, in vlticli is a vetj interesting paper " On tlie Origin and 
Hiatoiy ot Dahcnnef ." 
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thousaoid of the Whydahs, who had heen 
sacrificed to celebrate a late yictory, which was 
the finishing stroke of King Trade's invasion, 
and consequent subjugation of the Whydah 
territory, a few months previous to the tra- 
vellers' visit 

At the ceremonial of reception on this occa- 
sion were present the king's body-guard, amount- 
ing to forty, who were armed with muskets and 
Bwords, and ornamented with strings of human 
teeth round their necks, han^g down to the 
wiust before and behind. These were the teeth 
of enemies slain in battle, which the king's 
worthies or heroes were allowed to wear as 
trophies of their valour. It was death for one 
Qf these heroes to presume to wear a tooth 
whose owner he could not prove he had kUled 
with his own hand. 

Very sdmilar to the sacrifice described in this 
chapter was the following one recorded as having 
been celebrated on the latter occasion — more espe- 
cially so far as regards the practice of giving the 
head to the king, the blood to the fetish, and the 
body to the common people to be eaten : — " After 
theyhaddinedonsome ham and porter, which they 
brought with tliem from Whydah, the travellers 
repiured to the place where the prisoners were 
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to be sacrificed. Four small stages were erected, 
at about five feet from the ground, by the side 
of one of which the English captain took his 
station. The first -victim was a comdy old 
man, between fifty and sixty years of age, with 
a firm comitenance and undaunted bearing. He 
was brought to the side of the stage with his 
hands tied behind him ; and aa he stood erect 
the fetiahman, or ju-ju priest, laid Ms hand upon 
his head and made a speech, which lasted 
about two minutes. This ended, he made a sign 
to tiie executioner, who was standing behind the 
prisoner (?), and who immediately severed the 
head from his body with one stroke of a broad 
sword. The multitude gave a great shout. The 
head was thrown upon the stage, and the body, 
having lain a short time that the blood might 
drain from it, was carried away by slaves, and 
thrown on a spot near the camp. The like scene 
was doubtless exhibiting on the three other 
stages at the same time. The Englishman was 
informed that the blood belonged to the fetish, 
the head to the king, and the body to the 
common people, by which last he understood 
that it was ^ven to them to be eaten. The 
king, it was said, intended to build a monu- 
ment of his victory with these and other skulls." 
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Appalling coDudendon gn^eeted hj the foregoing iDhumanitiee — 
Difficoltf of deviang Remedial Meunrea for them — Fandlj 
of British as veil as tliedonary Stations amongst the Ifatire 
AfriouiB — QosBlions regarding Gnat Britain's duty in aiding 
African civilization — No faith in the ohligation of a National 
Compenaatioit — From Serious and Sanguinary to BecreatiTu and 
Befreahing — Sydney Smith's appredatioil of Tropical Delecta- 
bilitiea — The Tillage of Twa and its Attractions — Faesage np tba 
Creek from Braas Harbonr to Twa— Architectnre in the Tillage 
— Oar trip to Brass town, the capital of Nimbe countty — 
Bichard Lander'a description of it thirty years ago— Our night 
at the King's Country Palace — Variety of Serenading and other 
Attoictjons — Tb» King's Fisherwomen — Ebony mermaids— 
SensationB on parting company. 

Thb most appalling condderation arising from oiir 
knowledge of incidents like those recorded in the 
preceding chapter seems to me that we cannot con- 
dder them to be isolated, if for no other reasons, 
from the &ct of their bdng for the most part con- 
snmmated in the sight of our fellow-countrymen. 
It pains me very much to have it in my power to 
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add, that savageriea more mhuman than aoy I 
have recorded here, truculent and indecent enough 
to create a shudder in the nerves of the most de^ 
prayed, are of frequent occurrence amongst the 
tribes wliMn my jurisdiction. To attempt civi- 
lizing such a race before they are humaxdzed, 
would appear to me beginning at the wrong end. 

1 have passed many a serious hour in co^tatang 
and trying to suggest to myself some sort of 
education to root out this fell spirit, but I fear 
that ages must pass by before any system, even of 
the simplest form, can produce impressions of ame- 
lioration on temperaments such as they possess. 
The few British stations on the coast, and the pau- 
(dty of missionaries amongst the immense popula- 
tion (two hundred and £fty millions) of the African 
continent, although producing benefidal results 
within their limited spheres, are but as drops in 
the ocean of Ethiopian barbarism and darkness. 

The question of duty in aiding the civilization 
of Western Africa, is simply one of rendering com- 
pensation for the many miseries our legitimi- 
zation of the slave-trade has caused to these people. 
The spirit of Christian love alone can enable us 
to discharge our duty in this respect to that race 
in the oppression and degradation of which we 
have borne so large a share. The world's 
past history affords very few instances of 
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such a palpable penitence as this would imply ; 
for if we look to the records of the desolating 
wars that have overwhelmed dynasties all over 
the habitable globe during the last twelve centu- 
ries, succeeding to none of them can we find the 
proposal of a " national compensation.'* 

Does our nation constitute itself a public 
schoolmaster for the untutored Aincan ? I ask 
not the reasons for doing so, if so it be. But, for 
the sake of our common humanity, let it assume 
this office in a manner different &om that which 
obtaius at the present time. 

Before leading my readers into anything 
further connected with the socialities of African 
life, I shall ask them to accompany me into some 
of the scenes which are to be enjoyed here, and 
leave them to relish these as a whet to their phi- 
lanthropy; for a little recreation is needed 
after what we have just gone through. 

Many — indeed I consider myself safe in writ- 
ing — the majority of my friends at home, have 
little idea of the delectabilities incidental to a 
residence within the Tropics. Sidney Smith has 
described, with his usual graphic power, the 
pleasure of finding centipedes crawling over one's 
bed, and of seeing flies drowning in a milk jug, 
or ants dancing quadrilles over the bread and 
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butter. Of all places in the world — between 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn — I believe 
"Western Airica to possess a variety of features 
amongst which even a philosopher of Mark 
Tapley's school could " feel credit in beiog jolly." 

I am on board a man-of-war, in the harbour 
interior to the mouth of Brass river, and it is 
the middle of the rtdny seaaon. A creek, about 
a quarter of a, mile in length, and from six to eight 
yards wide, leads down to the village where 
the native pilots reside. This village is called 
Twa ; and though the course of the water may be 
defined as like what the " Irish Sportheen " desig- 
nated a " turpentine* sthramelet," it certainly 
would require a more intensely poetic imagi- 
nation than I possess to discover in it any re- 
semblance to the stream of Bendemeer, with its 
'* bower of roses," where " the nightingales sing 
all the day long." 

As the boat goes ahead, the giant stems of 
the mangrove trees seem like vegetable monsters, 
grasping handfiils of earth ; Uzards and amphi- 
bious mud-fish, with occa^onally a small water- 
fowl of the crocodile spedes, are observed ; a 
grey king-fisher flits past me here and there ; an 
odd canoe, fastened to a mangrove branch, is 

* No doabt a poetical e:q)renioii for " lerpenfiiie." 
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passed aa we move along ; and in this craft I see 
a few lazy negroes stretched on their backs, en- 
joying the dolce far niente to an intensity im- 
possible to be realized by a European. 

The village of Twa contains about a hundred 
huts, in the very best of which no one with a 
spark of feeling in him would compel a pig to 
reside. The fish of the stream and the cocoa-nuts 
of the trees are the only sources of subsistence 
for the inhabitants ; as against the cultiratjon of 
yams their ju-ju (which in this case may be in- 
terpreted to be their lazineasj places an interdict 
The ground-floors of their houses — and these are 
all constructed like Donnybrook tents, having 
no "upstairs" in them — are very little higher 
than the water of the adjacent creek. In the 
passages between the dwellings, stagnant pools 
of muddy slough are everywhere collected ; and 
when I saw the soft sex splashing and puddling 
through these, it struck me as veiy fortunate for 
eveey paterfamiaag in Twa that long-tailed crin- 
olines, or even tlie bloomer costume, with patent 
leathers, have not yet become tiie mode in this 
part of the world. If you go into a house, you 
would do well to inquire into the possibility of 
getting out again, as the greater number are so 
low in the too& that people can talk at each 
g2 
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other from opposite ades by looking over the 
roof-ridge. Should you require a seat, there is a 
log of mangrove wood for you j and, in case you 
are thirsty, you must not be particular about the 
style of earthenware that is presented in order to 
quaff some cocoa-nut milk or palm wine thereout. 

This, however, is but a petty village ; and it is 
not fair to judge of the manners or morals of a 
people by the character and customs of those 
dwelling on their borders. Let us proceed to 
Brass Town, the capital of the Nimbe country. 

So we are off next morning in a boat, not 
much cheered by perusing the following de- 
scription of it, written nearly thirty years ago : 
— " Of all the wretched, filthy, and contemptible 
places in this world of ours," observed Richard 
Lander,* "none can present to the eye of a 
stranger so miserable an appearance, or can offer 
such disgusting and loathsome sights as this 
abominable Brass Town. I)ogs, goats, and 
other animals, were running about the dirty 
streets, half-starved, whose hungry looks could 
only be exceeded by the famishing appearance 
of the men, women, and children, which bespoke 
the penury and wretchedness to which they 
were reduced; whilst the skins of many were 

• "Tntrebintotlie Interior t^Africft." 
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covered with odious toils, and their huts were 
falling to the ground from neglect and decay." 

But who knows whetiier dvilization, progress- 
ing in the usual festma lenie style characteristic 
of everything in this country, may not have 
changed the picture by this time? T am not 
much cheered into thia belief by my voyage ; for 
I find that the passage, as it has been described to 
me by the supercargoes, is a wearisome continua- 
tion of creeky water for upwards of thirty miles 
^-one of the most remarkable illustrations of 
sinuosity in the delta of the Niger ; not a square 
inch of terra Jirma along the whole route — only 
mud, mangrove, sky, and water ; no beds of prim- 
roses, buttercups, or daffy-down-dUlies ; no hotel 
or place of rest on the way — not even a " Man- 
grove Anns." Of water there is a superabund- 
ance around, as well as above and beneath us; 
for as our boat ia rowed along, the rain comes 
down in drops as large as gooseberries — as 
tropical rain always does — and though the 
atmosphere is murky, very much resembling a 
London November fog, our pilot knows every 
comer and turning as well as if it were bright 
sanshine. No ugn of life is observed the whole 
joum^ up, save occasionally a solitary female 
paddling a canoe loaded to the water's edge with 
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firewood — thus clearly proving that the aocial 
condition described by Dr. Livingstone as exist- 
ing in Eastern Africa, by which " a newly-married 
man is bound over for life to carry home fire- 
wood for his mother-in-law," has not yet reached 
the Brass country. 

But here we are at the capital, and find it, 
like many important cities at home, divided into 
two segments by water running between. One 
side b Obullumabry, of which Eeya is the head 
magnate ; the other is Baasombry, over which 
Orishima " rules the roast" Either ude might be 
taken as an example confirmatory of Lander's 
portrait. The debris of a small periwinkle-looking 
shell, styled in the native language "semii," 
seems to constitute tiie earth upon which the 
residences are constructed. The only thing vaiy- 
ing the monotony of the hundreds of »milar habi- 
tations, is the ruin of an old slave barracoon, fabri- 
cated of tin plates, which is now falling into decay. 
A visit to the ju-ju house, that Delphic oracle 
to which the high-priest would like, no doubt, to 
see us coming with "a dash," is not to be 
accomplished without an elephant or a canoe to 
carry us across the intervening pools; and as 
neither happens to be come-at-able, we wander 
about in the dirty passages, seeing nothing but 
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masses of mud, diversified hy quantities of shells 
of the mangTOve oysters and of the aforesaid 
sem^ periwinkle tenements ; heaps of firewood ; 
odd puncheons for holding palm oU ; snarling, 
long-tailed, long-eared curs; naked boys and 
girls ; and a sloughy gutter everywhere. King 
E^a meets us in the street, and offers an in- 
vitation to his country house to spend the night 
there, as evening is approaching, and our Eroo* 
boys are not made of iron to pull back the 
thirty milea. So, having had satis swperque of 
African scenery for one day, we accept bis 
hospitality, and forthwith proceed to the royal 
suburban residence. 

If I were not alive now, and conscious of 

writing this in the cabin of H. M. S. V. , I 

could not believe that I ever should have been 
fortunate enough to enjoy sut^ an uninterrupted 
continuation of delights as those experienced 
during that night's stay In the royal abode at 
Brass. 

My bedroom was about twelve feet by four, 
with holes in tiie bamboo roof— about dght feet 
high — ^that let the rain and rats come in, and 
holes in the floor, probably to allow both to 
make their exit There was neither stool, chair, 
nor table, nor any ardde of furniture except the 
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bed. This was made of two empty guD'Cheats, 
covered with a native country mat, and having 
no pillow save a log of wood. The creek by 
which we voyaged up was within five yards of 
the door, and when the tide was low bull-frogs, 
crocodiles, and mud-fish could gambol about in 
their native parterre, in the reroorselesa swamp 
of which a human being trying to walk would 
certainly be swallowed up. The odour Scorn, this 
place at the time of our visit was indescribable, 
and the sensation that it brought to my olfactory 
nerves was far from being like that of the south 
wind "breathing o'er a bed of violets — stealing 
and giving odour." 

As soon as Z had seated myself on the bed (?), 
with a cigar in my mouth — for to sleep with all 
those accessories would have been a vain attempt 
— and had blown out my palm-oil lamp, down 
came the musquitoes in showers — ^followed by 
some rats which descended after them without 
waiting for an invitation. A few of the latter 
fell near to where I was sitting, and I made a 
furious tilt at them with a stick I had placed 
near me. This of course alarmed them, and 
made them beat a retreat for some time. But 
as if in mockery of my chivalry within doors, 
outside the bullfrogs commenced croaking in 
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dozens, commimicating as agreeable a sensation 
}yy their music as tbe rasping of a file over a 
rusty saw. 

I lay down and tried to sleep, but it was no 
use. In a few moments the rats were again 
gambolling on the roof. A slight shuffling 
movement which I heard on the floor made me 
fearful that at any minute 1 might be rendered 
conscious of something slimy in contact with my 
hand or iace, probably a mud-fish (or jump-fish, 
as it is called by Kroomen), a kind of amphibious 
reptile, that appears like a cross-breed betwe^i a 
conger-eel and a chameleon. How stupid I was - 
to have blown out ray light I 

What noise is that ? Female voices outside I 
Who in the name of goodness are they? — ^passing 
and repassing by the king's harem — ever 
gabbling, gabbUng, gabbling. This amusement 
going on during the whole livelong nighty with 
the companionship of the rats, musquitoea, and 
bull-frogs, put a thousand strange notions into 
my head. Can they be going to the creek -ade 
to sacrifice — perhaps infants? Are they on their 
way to undergo the process of laving in that 
sweet stream ? If the former be their purpose, 
they must be out-Heroding Herod — ^if the latter, 
a Tnrkish bath, with shampooing of currycomb, 
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yrovHA aeem veiy appropriate for the majority 
of the ladies whom I saw to-day in the streets (I), 
and whose bodies were daubed over with a 
greasf cosmetic of red (styled in the Nimbe 
langua^ "Umbia"), which gives the anointed 
the Bemblance of a highly-tinged Red Indian. 
But down they go and back they come — soever 
tiring — never relenting — never shewing com- 
passion, till morning dawned, when I opened the 
door cautiously and looked out I 

Some were standing in the mud — others were 
lifting fish and nets oat of canoes I They were 
the king's fisherwomen. Following their pro- 
fesnonal pursuits during the night, they had kept 
me in this condition of restiess curiosity I Talk 
of Billingsgate indeed I I looked at them, and 
there they were — ^wet, muddy, and alimy, like 
so many ebony mamaids — but stiU prattling 
and talking, tbdr tongues clattering as if these 
organs were so many nntireable steam-en^ea. 

There was no use in ^ving them a " bit of my 
mind," for I did not understand a word of their 
language, and they did not comprehend mine. 
It may be useless to record that I did not go 
down on my knees in the mud to pray for them. 
I was imheroic enough to imagine that a wiser 
thing than that — as far as my own comfort was 
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concerned — would be to quit the Nimbe 
country as scod as I could. So my boys having 
got into the boat, I gave hia sable majesty a 
more fervent than friendly shake of the hand — 
and turned my back on his territory, with 
feelings in which I cannot say there were any 
sentiments of regret 
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Three gl<moiu niglits of joS^ty between Bimbut ftnd Kamenxma — 
ReStc&itm on land ftbont Sea-BJcknesB— Preparing our Bivouac 
—A Game <rf Nine-jun* with Cocoa nuta — My first Night's Com- 
fort — C<xtjeoture u to the powibility of M. Soger's making % 
PalatHble Duh from Leechea and Ship's Biscuit— Attractions in 
the Wrecked Ship— Fleasore at a Night passed on Board — Min- 
gled attractionB of Rata and Leeches — Thudding of Wayee agaiogt 
the Ship— Of aThirty -mile Walk along an African Beach, sabee- 
qnent Sleep, and refreshing Dreama— Sensations of Waking in a 
Boat half -fall of Wat«r — At sea once more— Dread of becoming 
a second edition of the Ancient hCariner— Safe at last. 

Once again in a man-of-war steamer, and away 
. to a wreck on the shore between Bimhia and 
KamerooDS. Anchor being dropped outside 
Bimbia harbonr, I start from the steamer, ac- 
companied by three boats, two officers, a namber 
of the crew, and several Kroomen. A pull to 
the scene of disaster was about twelve or four- 
teen miles from the place where we had left our 
man-of-war. The vessel to which we were pro- 
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ceeding was stranded in the midst of the 
breakers, close by the beach ; and as it was the 
time of apring-tides, with a very high wind 
blowing, it was deemed advisable by the officer 
in charge to let the boat's anchor drop when 
abont a quarter of a mile seaward of the wreck, 
in order to wait till what he styled a " half gale," 
then sni fflin g about, should take a notion of 
subsiding. I entertained a "mental reserva- 
tion " about the " half gale," yet did not express 
it; but it was something to the effect of de- 
clining acquaintance with a whole one, if those 
seas and that wind were to be designated only 
as *' a half." 

The swell of waves was so enormous near the 
wreck, and the rollers made such a " line of 
beauty " (as a mad poet would call it) in their 
curl, that our pilot, the aforesaid officer, ex- 
pressed his dread of the boats being swamped if 
we attempted to land. 

*' Cease, rude Boreas, blustering" — I had not 
time to finish the line before a peculiar kind of 
drowsiness came creeping over me ; ai^er that a 
sensation as if the boat were playing leap-frog 
with the waves — ^then nausea of the stomach — 
after this the awkward prostration, 'insensibUi^, 
and apathy of that ridiculous malady called sea- 
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uckness. I felt consdouB of being alive, and of 
people talking together in the boat^ but no more. 
I fancy, if yon have ever been sea-sick, yon will 
agree with me, that the most horrible a^rava- 
tion to one's sufferings in that state is that of 
being conscious of persons talking around you, 
who are not sick at all — who express their sym> 
pathy in voices as grating as a saw-mill, and who, 
you cannot help thinking, have as much sensi- 
bility or sense of human-kindness in them as so 
many Egyptian mummies. There is no nse in my 
attempting to describe what I felt during a time 
that Beemed four weeks to me, but which was 
recorded by my fellow-passengers as bdng only 
three or four hours. If but little pity is felt for 
the actual sufferings of those prostrated by the 
mal de mer, how can we expect to excite the sym- 
pathy of others by any mere description, how- 
ever elaborate, of them ? 

I found myself on the beach, as damp as a 
shark or a salmon in its native element, at 
about five o'clock in the evening, having had suf- 
ficient salt spray over me in getting ashore to 
rouse me from my dulness and apathy. I was 
too happy to stand up and walk, so I sat down 
on the edge of one of the boats, that had been 
hauled up on the beach, and commenced to think. 
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" To think " — of what Byron meant when 
he wrote of " loving the ocean, and his joy of 
youthful sports upon its breast to be ** — and of 
Haynes Buley's rbodomontade about the " blue, 
the fresh, the ever, ever free" — feeling at the 
same time a malignant desire to see both of these 
poets^ in company with the sea-god Neptune, 
riding on the billows before me "sated on a 
low-backed car," and in a condition something 
approaching to that under which I laboured a 
few hours gone by. The recollection now flashed 
on my mind, perhaps it was as a punishment for 
this demoniacal spirit, that although our three 
boats were hauled up high and dry upon the 
beach, the getting them launched again through 
such a surf as that which raged there was a 
perfect impossibility. Therefore wreck or man- 
of-war was equally unapproachable; we had 
only one meal's provi^on with us, save a bag of 
bread for the sailors ; we were all conscious of 
being endowed with stomachs — we had not a 
change of clothes — there was no hope of a bed 
save in the boats, or in the thicket of tall Guinea 
grass around, where the company of snakes, cen- 
tipedes, musquitoes, land crabs, with other hor- 
rid reptiles, was not likely to be of the most at- 
tractive kind. 
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As night approached, our bivouac was pre- 
pared by the sulors and Eroomen rigging the 
sails upon the oars, so as to form a covering over 
the afler-parts of the boats. This being accom- 
plished, the targ, true to the lightheartedness of 
British sailors all over the world, commenced play- 
ing at nine-pins with a quantity of cocoa-nuts 
that were strewed over the beach. A fire was 
kindled, and I stowed myself away in the stern 
of my own boat; but to sleep, with hundreds of 
musquitoes serenading around, delighted, no 
doubt, at having the opportunity of exercbing 
their skill in phlebotomy on my fece, was a 
thing that Morpheus would not sanction. The 
operations of these blood-suckers were diversified 
during the night with showers of rain, which only 
drove thera in greater numbers beneath the awn- 

Morning dawned, and shewed us the breakers 
ra^g more angrily ; while the wind was like- 
wise blowing with greater fury. One of my 
Eroomen advanced at my caU, and, shaking his 
head ominously, mumbled, " Wathery be sarcy 
(saucy) too much, for any dem boat to lib (live) 
in dat say." 

Breakfast was soon got over, as it consisted 
only of ship's biscuit and water from a leech-pool 
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hard by, materials that even M. Soyer'a artistic- 
skill, with his most piquant condiments, could, 
scarcely transform into a savoury dish. 

When the tide reached its lowest ebb, we ad- 
vanced in a body to the wreck up to our middles 
in the water, for the ship was so near the beach 
that we could talk to those on board. The gang- 
way ladder had been taken from the ship's side, 
and suspended from the bow, ao we clambered 
up and ejected some native as well as British 
pirates who were in the vessel. 

Taking possession of the derelict, and making 
arrangements for setting about saving the cargo, 
occupied BO much time, that when I looked over 
the ship the tide had reached in so far, I saw 
it was impossible to regain the shore, so I turned 
into the cabin. 

Here there was a desolation out of my power 
to describe. All the meat, wine, and brandy 
had been abstracted by the natives, and the 
cabin had been dismantled of its furniture — 
tables, chairs, and lockers. There was plenty of 
biscuit on board, but no water ; and the latter 
was only attainable when the efflux of the tide 
would permit a Krooman to go on shore to fetch 
it. However, here we were for the night, as re- 
turning, even if we could, to the boats would 
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seem to be an " out-of-the-fi7iiig-pan-into-the- 
fire" sort of change. 

From the moment I came on board until I 
left, next day, there was a contmuous thun- 
dering against the ship's stern, caused by the 
waves rising and breaking with a furious thud, 
as if of a battering-ram, shaking every plank 
and nail, and making every mother's son of us 
within the sphere of these planks and nails to 
quiver in sympathy. 

A EJrooboy was sent ashore for some water, 
which he brought back in a calabash-bottle, in- 
geniously tied on the top of hia head, and we had 
a cup of tea, with bread, before retiring to rest 

To rest, indeed I The only places on which 
we could lie down were either wet smIs or hard 
boards. The rats, driven from their abiding places 
below, a£teT the ship's bottom had been atove in, 
were running " for safety and for succour" about 
the cabin deck. Now and then a volume of spray 
dashed over the eky-light, the " biggest half of 
it coming down in showers on us in the cabins 
without compunction. The waves beat furiously 
against the sides of the ship ; while the abomi- 
nable odour of the bUge water, united with that 
of the palm oil which escaped from the casks, 
was indescribable. 
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There was no use in calling the steward, as he 
had nothing at command to comfort ua. Some 
water might be left in that calabash, which would 
serve as a refreshing drink, but there might 
also be some leeches in it; and was there not 
the possibility of one of th(se blood-augers get- 
ting into a man's stomach, and ^ving him the 
sensation of a gimlet going through the dia- 
phragm ? Oh I faugh t is morning never to come ? 

It did come, but with it no signs of improve- 
ment from yesterday. Goodness gracious I when 
is this wind to subside ? — when are the waves to 
become quiescent ? — and, if the " half gale " con- 
tinues, how long can the ship endure this bUlowy 
battering ? I must do something to get out of 
this ; for two days and two nights of such knock- 
ing about are quite enough for one fit of recre- 
ation. If the wreck should break up I 

But that thought b too horrible to dwell upon. 
" Here, steward, place a Krooboy to report to me 
when the tide is out sufficiently to let me try 
and sra'amble ashore ; get me some tea, with a 
UtUe bread, and I shaU be off." 

" Off I where to ?" you may ask. Clambering 
down the ladder, I readied the shore on the 
shoulders of my Eroomen ; took off my boots 
and stockings, tucked up my trousers, told two 
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of the boys to accompaDy me, bringing with 
them a Union Jack, some biscuit in a bag, and 
water in a bottle— taking care to include no 
leeches in the latter. 

Away we trudged for a walk of axteen mUes 
along the strand, nearly aa far towards Bimbia 
as the western outlet of Mordec^ Creek, in 
order to try a chance of MgnalUng to H. M. S. 

V ^ a request to send us some means of 

delivery. I knew that her place of anchor was 
about eight miles from the nearest point of land 
at which we could arrive ; but if the sky, at the 
time we reached that place, happened to be clear, 
some of her look-outs might observe our flag. 
When we arrived at the end of our journey, we 
could barely distinguish the outline of a steamer ; 
and the wind was blowing, the surf beating, and 
the rain falling, just as vigorously here as in 
the place which we had left. With these was ■ 
that haziness of atmosphere which is the invaria- 
ble accompaniment of such weather in Western 
Africa ; and I could not ^ve myself credit for 
possessing the " animagosity" of a human donkey, 
when half an hour's flag-waving proved to me 
that all my signalling was vain, and that my only 
alternative was either to toddle back the sixteen 
miles, or to try to roost for the night in one of 
the adjacent palm trees. 
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You may gueas, if you can, with what an 
amiable temper I turned to retrace my footsteps. 
There was no virtue in carrying out this resolu- 
tion; for an old proverb says, " There is no virtue 
in necessity." The prospect of my night's lodging 
was not very inviting. Nevertheless, I tried to 
persuade myself that the exercise would do me 
good, as walking only made me fed as if 1 were 
becoming more vigorous. I was even be^ning 
to sing, when I was startled by the appearance 
of the dead bodies of two black men on the 
beach, whom nether I nor my Krooboys bad 
recognised on our way up. This may be explained 
by the fact that on our £rst journey we had 
walked through the surf, as the tide was just 
beginning to come in, while on the return we 
were obliged to keep close to the bush, as it was 
nearly up to high water. The bodies were those 
of two poor fellows who had been drowned by 
the upsetting, on the day before, of a canoe that 
was sent to our assistance by King William of 
Bimbia. 

Thirty mUes walk, even along a smooth sand, 
forms no bad anodyne for a sound sleep. Having 
despatched a messenger to the wreck for some 
tea, I partook of a ba^ of it with bread ; and as 
it was near dark when I arrived at my hotel, I 
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huddled myself up in the boat's stem — first 
causing a fire to be Hghted at each side, in order 
to keep off the musquitoes. I was soon asleep. 
Some time in the middle of the night I got into 
a conglomeration of horrible dreams. I fanded 
that the wreck was in Lagos harbour — that the 
pounding water was graduaUy breaking it asun- 
der — and that the prospect of a speedy s^Miration 
of its component parts was very much enlivened 
by the sight of a few hundred sharks swimming 
about, with jaws open for their prey, and eyes 
gloating in anticipation over their promised feast* 
I thought that the grand smash came at last, 
and that I was in the water swimming for my 
life, when — 

Suddenly I awoke, and found myself, though 
not in the society of sharks, floating in a pool 
that had collected at the end of my boat — her 
bow was a little raised — the result of a fall of r^n 
that had continued perhaps for hours, with no 
outlet. It had an ir^ sufficiently spadous, for 
the whole of the boat was uncovered save the 
part wherein I was sleeping. 

Here was a pickle, to be sure I The acm^ of 
my three glorious nights' pleasures and comforts. 

* Any ona who hu been at LagoB mnat know that nnmberE of 
■harka may be Been, many with their back flna oat of the water, 
prowling about tmsrj ship. 
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Fitch-dark; the firea of course eztiDguished by the 
nun, which was still falling. No change of clothes; 
and therefore, of course, no refuge from this con- 
dition of wretchedness. The sparkle of a light 
in the Krooboys' hut, however, caught my eye ; 
and I was out of the boat in a twinkling — indeed, 
I believe that I shivered and shook myself out of 
it, called up a few of the boys to make the fire 
larger, took off my clothes, rolled myself iii a 
boat's awning, aaA wuted till my garments were 
dry. No quinine wine to be had — ^no tea nor 
coffee tiU morning dawned, and the stranded ship 
was approachable ; biscuit and leech-pool water 
were the only things at hand — or leech-pool 
water and biscuit, by way of variety. 

Flesh and blood could stand this no longer ; so, 
as daylight glimmered, I asked one of my Kroo- 
boys to go out and look al; the sea. His reply, 
" Wathery sarcy still all same " almost tempted 
me to knock him down. Another Krooboy, whom 
I soon became weak enough to respect, gave it 
as his opinion that the " wind no be so throng," 
and that he thought " the sarcy wather go down 
when tide done for go out next time." 

His prediction was verified. The large cutter 
belonging to the man-of-war was launched first, 
and got away with safety, having one of the 
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officers on board. My gig was shoved off soon 
after, and as soon as we had got outside the 
breakers, and I foand myself once more safe 
afloat, I began concoctiag what kind of certifi- 
cate I should give to my weather-wise Erooman, 
to obtain for him meteorological promotion, per- 
haps at Greenwich Observatory. Being rowed 
in a boat for several hours at sea — seeing the 
cutter with sails set going ahead of me as fast as 
the Fl3dng Dutchman — and a state of mind and 
body such as any man would be in after four 
days and three nights of such rustication as I had 
endured — are not at all predisposing to pladdity of 
temper. The cutter had been out of sight for a 
few hours ; no steamer was yet visible, and^we bad 
nothing to steer by but land-mafks. These, too, 
were often obscured by heavy showers, which 
made the sky thick and gloomy. But we were 
getting along even against a strong current, and 
I was congratulating myself on soon having a 
refreshing bath, with a comfortable change of 
dothes, on board the man-of-war, when — oh I 
horror of horrors I—the sky clearing up disclosed 
the steamer about ten miles off — anchor up- 
steam up — and her paddle-wheels propelling her 
in quite a different direction from that in which 
I was advancing. 
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Nevertheless, I did not faint, and havitig a 
dread of becoming a second edition of the Ancient 
Mariner, I at once roused my energies. For I 
knew that the steamer was not going away, 
leaving me behind, but that the commander had 
determined to come nearer to the wreck for 
future operations, as I had suggested through 
the officer when leaving that morning, and was 
now making a round through the proper channel. 
To accomplish this purpose he was obliged to 
bring the steamer by a detour out of the shallow 
water in which my boat could float. 

So up with my flagstaff and flag at the stem ! 
Putting the helm hard a starboard, we turned 
out to sea, and I urged my Krooboys to pull 
cheerily, although they had been tugging at the 
oars for five hours already. 

Another half-hour's pull — ^the steamer is 
coming towards us — the look out espies my flag 
— ^the engines are stopped, and — ^here I am t 
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Thna Pbtaea of Sem Leone : the Ccmmenual, the Socutl, the 
Sanatory — Phil&nthropy of our GoTemment and People towards 
Afritia^ — M'Colloclk'a Account of First Cobnitation here — Its 
Coat to the Uotlier Conntiy — Eiporta in 1860, 1866, and 
1866— Table of Imports and Exports for the year 1858— Like 
Table for Gambia in the same jear — Population of Sierra Leone 
— Remarkable Absence of IncieaBe dnce 1836— Commemal 
Importance of Settlements in Africa defined b; Mr. M Forater 
in Hartin'B work on Uie Colauiet— Of Church MiBBionaif 
oi^aniiation— Of "Dignity Balls" and "Goombee" D&uc«b — 
MortaUty in 1859 — Dr. Clarke's account of Prevailing 
Diseases'- Sketch of Slarot when landed from Condemned Ships 
— Counby Doctora — Beet means of [seserring Health in West- 
em Africa. 

Chibflt illustrative of the colony of Sierra 
Leone is the peculiarly interesting fact, that the 
mere mention of its name is regarded as sagges- 
tive of malignant disease and death. 

Our purpose Is to view it in its three most 
important phases — namely, the commercial, the 
social, and the sanatory points of view. 
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The history of the world in past ages does not 
exhibit such evidences of pure and high-minded 
philanthropy as have been manifested for many 
years by our Government and the benevolent 
people of Great Britun towards the natives 
of AMca. Conspicuous among these has been 
the enormous outlay of millions of money for 
the suppression of the slave-trade, with the 
ulterior view of civilizing the Ethiopian race. 

To express my belief that philanthropy is 
an exotic not suited to the climate of Africa, nor 
calculated to produce all the effects anticipated on 
its people, is in no way intended as a disparaging 
reflection on the philanthropic exertions of my 
countrymen. But it is saddening to feel a con- 
viction, as I do from the multitude of sombre 
&cts before me, that these efforts bear little better 
ftvit than did the wheat in the parabl^ which 
is recorded to have fallen amongst briars and 
thorns. 

From M'Culloch's Commercial Dictionary, I 
learn that the first importation of settlers to this 
colony took place in the year 1792, when about 
twelve hundred free negroes, who had joined 
the Royal Standard in the American war, were 
obliged to take refuge in Nova Scotia, and were 
thence transferred, from motives of humani^, to 
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Africa. From that time to the present Sierra 
Leone has cost our Grovemment nearly ten mil- 
liona of money in civil government expenses — 
in naval expenses — in cash laid out on captured 
slaves — and in salaries to the executive officers 
of the Mixed Commission Court. The value 
of its exports was — 

In 1850 £123,150 

1856 153,347 

1858 225,349 

The It^gest amount being, to use the words of 
Mr. Jameson, in his pamphlet on the Niger 
Trade, •■'not more than the value of produce 
annually passing through the hands of any 
second or third-rate commercial house engaged 
in trade with India, China, or America." 

By the table of its commerce during 1858, 
which is appended, and which I have obtained 
at the Colonial Office, it will appear that our 
exports to that part of the world very much 
exceed the financial worth of our returns from 
its produce. 

In the adjoining settlement of Gambia a like 
condition of affairs may be observed ; and it is 
a feet that the French derive from both colonies 
a much more considerable amount of exports — 
chiefly of ground nuts — than we do. 
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SIEKRA. LEONE, 1868. 




COdfTREB0. 


IMPOSTS. I KZPOiqV. 


United Kingdom- 
Greftt BiiUin . 

Britosh Cobniea— 
Bathunt, Gambu 

Fnoce . . . 
Madeiiti. . . 
TeneriSe . . 
G0K6 . . . 
LeewudCout 
Amraica . . 






£108,007 8 7 

720 10 7 

1,46« 6 1 
11 IS 10 
87 S 6 
3,460 4 11 
1,178 6 9 
18,563 11 2 


X86,632 5 6 

3,204 18 11 

25,271 16 11 

MJ™ 10 '11 
28,631 16 7 
47,019 6 








£183,48& 6 6 


225,849 9 4 



GAMBIA, 1869. 




couimtiBfl. 


1MPOBT8. 


■XTOKT8. 


United Kingdom— 

GcMt Britam . . . 

British Ct^nia^ 

Sierra Leone . . . 
British Waat Indies. 
British North America 


£33,603 2 7 

6,829 7 6 
466 1 8 

8,398 7 1 

277 3 

222 14 

5,023 8 6 

7,717 10 9 

119 14 

100 

14,402 2 1 


£19,984 15 

1,077 6 
470 
210 


CaiuuT Islands . 
Gape Verd Islands 
Goree and Senegal 
LeewardCoast . 
-Windward Coast. 
Foreign West Indies 
United StatM . . 




739 3 
2,167 6 ■ 
7,421 1 10 

164 6 

26J74 9' 6 






£76,149 11 1 1 110.364 12 7 



It appears that in this year there is an in- 
crease of £1,082 6s. 8rf. in the revenue collected, 
as duty on wine and spirits, above that of 1858. 
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This is accounted for l^ bonds ^ven in 1858 
falling due in 1859. There is a decrease of 
duties on the imports of Foreign and British 
vessels, to the aggregate amount of £938 16^. 7d.; 
and the Colonial Secretary attributes this in a 
great measure to the fulure of the ground nut 
CTop, the staple article of trade, which therefore 
required a lesser quantity of goods for its pur- 
chase. 

According to Martin's work on the British 
Colonies, the population of Sierra Leone in 1836 



WliiteB ... 89 .. 22 

Cobuwd People 19,896 - 16,678 

Total, 19,978 .. 16,690— Gn» Total, S6,668. 

And by a return which I procured at the 
Colonial Office, I find the totid population in 
1858— 

Mfl— Foulc*. 

Whitw ... 82 .. 26 

Coloured People 19,660 .. 18,561 

Total, 19,742 .. 18,57&-Gron Total, 88,318. 

I do not put forward any argumente agunst 
our colonial possessions in Africa on the ground 
refuted by Mr. M. Forster of the City Chambers, 
London, as stated in Montgomery Martin's work 
on the British Colonies — ^namely, in reference to 
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die attempt said to be often made to depre- 
ciate the commercial importance of our settle- 
ments on the west coast of Africa, compared with 
the cost of maintfuning them. It may be that 
the cost of muDtfumDg these settlements — in- 
dudiog the presentation of 29,709/. 10«. for the 
service of the colony of Sierra Leone in 1859 — 
is as extravagant as some assert it to be. If so, 
I can only mourn over money so spent, and to 
so little practical use, to our commerce^ or our 
philanthropy. 

Leavingthecommerdalpart oftbe subject amde^ 
we turn to the educational, and find, according 
to last year's report sent to the Colonial Office, 
that in the Jourabah grammar-school, of which the 
Rev. £. Jones is president, there are nine yonng 
men who are being trained for schoolmasters; 
and in the grammar-school which is subsidiary 
to this there are ninety-four pupils. These are 
to be prepared for the Joorabah school, where 
they are educated for commerdal and other pur- 
suits. The subsidiary school has been principally 
supported by the Church Miswonary Society, 
but most of the pupils pay for their education. 
The Jourabah Institution is wholly supported 
by the Church Mianonary Society. There is, 
moreover, a female school, having forty scholars, 
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supported partly by the Church MisBionaiy So- 
ciety, and partly by the friends of the pupils. 

There are nearly twenty Dissenting chapels in: 
the colony, in. most of which an educational 
course is carried on. 

In no part of the colony can be discovered 
native enterprise, self-respect, self-reliance, or,, 
amongst its African population, any of the quali- 
ties that tend to make a community comfortable 
or happy, or to elevate it in the scale of human 
civilization. " Dignity balls " and " Goombee " 
dances are favourite amusements of the natives 
— both being recreations of the grossest immo- 
rality. 

Bearing on the subject referred to in the first 
paragraph of this chapter, it may be unnecessary 
for me to remind English readers of the dreadful 
mortality that took place in this colony during 
the year before last — 1859. Of its morbific cha- 
racteristics few men have had more extennve 
opportunities for acquiring erperience than Dr. 
Clarke, who read a paper entitled " Short Notes 
on the prevsiling Diseases in the Colony of Sierra 
Leone," before the Statistical Section of the Brit- 
ish Association at Glasgow, in 1855, which was 
published in the Journal of the Statistical Society 
of London, in March of the following year. 
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Althougli tbe author has kindly given me 
permission to make what use I desire of it, I do 
not conuder its tabular records of sufficient im- 
portance for the general reader. 

They are pre-eminently so for the sdenti£c in- 
quirer, and may be found in t^e Journal before 
mentioned. 

Some of Mr. Clarke's observations on Sierra 
Leone are worthy of consideration, as well from 
the fact of his being an observing man, as from 
his having lived for dghteen years in tliat 
colony : — 

" Although Sierra Leone can no longer be justly 
called 'the white man's grave,' it must not be 
supposed that the climate has in any degree 
changed. That the mortality has diminished is 
unquestionable, but for this several causes may 
be assigned. The style and comfort of the 
houses occupied by Europeans are improved, 
they dress in a manner better suited to the vids- 
situdes of the dimate, a greater degree of temper- 
ance prevails, and the general use of quinine 
has comdderably shortened and reduced the 
amount of illness and mortality." 

To these causes of an improved sanitaiy con* 
dition ought to be added the drainage of the 
town — a veiy important matter in all African 
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dties, and whose adoption has led to highly bene- 
ficial results at Bathurst. 

There is no doubt of the following being an 
established fact : — 

" It is a fact worthy of note, that die Euro- 
pean, after his constitution has become assimi- 
lated thoroughly to the climate, is better 
able to resist the climatic influences than 
persons of mixed colour. The latter dass (in 
the colonial service at least) are, as a body, more 
frequentiy on the sick list than their European 



The soi-disant humanitarians, who advocate the 
continuance of the slave-system, because it takes 
the serf- class of negroes away from their country 
for their own personal amelioration, would do 
well to read and ponder over the following ap- 
p^ing picture : — 

"At the period I took charge of the Eissy 
hospitals (1837), the slave-trade was in active 
operation, and consequently great numbers of 
liberated Africans were constantiy received into 
hospital It was a most distressing sight to wit- 
ness the arrival of these poor creatures ; and it 
is necessfuy to make a few preliminary remarks, 
in order clearly to imderstand the difficulties 
with which the medical officers had to contend. 
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The appearance of the slaves when landed from 
the condemned ship was most striking. In some 
the expressdon of the coantenaQce indicated suf- 
ferings, moral and physical, of the most pro- 
found and agonising nature. Others gazed 
vacantly around in the most utter helpless- 
ness. Occasionally among the newly-arrived 
groups all sense of suffering was merged in 
melancholic or raving madness. The wizened, 
shrunk, and skinny features were lighted up hy 
the hollow feverish eye ; the belly was, as it were, 
tacked to the back ; whilst the hip-bones pro- 
truded, and, in some cases, had become the seat 
of foul sloughing ulcers ; the hand and skinny 
fingers seemed much elongated by the great and 
neglected growth of the muls, and they were so 
deplorably emaciated, that the skin appeared 
tensely stretched over, and tied down to the 
skeleton ; the legs refused to p^orm their 
functions, and the poor creatures reeled and tot- 
tered about from sheer debility ; tiielr squalor and 
extreme wretchedness were hdgbtened, in many 
cases, by the party-coloured evacuations with 
which their bodies were besmeared. They rushed 
towards the water provided for their use, fighting 
with each other to drink and drink again, as if their 
thirst was unquenchable. They would devour 
i2 
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their food, quarrelling with eact other for the 
possession of a bone or fragment of meat, and 
what was left they would carefully put away in 
little bags suspended from their necks, to be eaten 
at leisure." 

What a Babject for a painter ! No doubt the 
prototype of this sketch could be found in many 
" middle passages," of which the horrors are only 
known to Him who knows all things. 

Mr. Clarke's observations on fevers and native 
diseases are very useful, but I must leave them 
with the statistics. Here follows a synopsis of 
the present state of medical sdence amongst the 
Africans: — 

" The liberated Africans, and indeed all dasees 
of the coloured inhabitants of Sierra Leone, put 
great confidence in country remedies, and, in too 
many instances, recourse is had to European me- 
thods of treatment only after they havetiied all the 
native remedies with which they are acquMQted. 
At the same time, it must be admitted that the 
more intelUgent among them eagerly seek the 
advice and as»stance of the European surgeon, 
whenever an opportunity is afforded them of 
doing BO. The class of persons in West Africa 
styled "country doctors," impose upon the 
credulity and superstitious fears of thar fellow 
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countrymen by means of fetishes and amulets, or 
gri-gris. They likewise prepare a qoantity of 
crude decoctions, powders, Ac., from the roots, 
leaves, and bark of trees, and from plants culled 
from the jungles ; but their knowledge of the me- 
dicinal properties of these is of the rudest and most 
imperfect nature. Moreover, as the plants are 
gathered without reference to the season of the 
year, and to other important conditions, they are 
uncertun in thdr action, and often dangerous in 
their operation. These barbarous remedies are, 
besides, administered in such large doses, with- 
out any consideration as to the age, sex, or 
strength of the patient, that in this way alone 
many lives are yearly sacrificed. It will be ac- 
knowledged by persona at all conversant with the 
African character, that this system of ju^lery and 
quackery exerts the most injurious influence in 
retarding the progress of civilization among the 



His observations on the Hygiene of life in 
Africa are very sound : — 

" It may not be irrelevant to add a few remarks 
on what appear to me to be the best means of 
preserving health on the west coast of Africa. 
In the foremost ruik should be placed temperate 
and regular habits. The moderate use of wine. 
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far from being injurious, ia necessary to counter- 
act the depressing and debilitating influences of 
the climate. It is a matter of the greatest impor- 
tance to protect the skin from chills, and this is 
best done by wearing under-clothing of flannel, 
or, what is better, a mixture of cotton and wooL 
Out of doors the head should be well protected 
from the sun by a tiiick hat of light fabric ; and 
to all who value th^ health, it is essential to use 
an umbrella during the heat of the day. If a 
person is overheated, and suffera from profuse 
perspiration, he should at once change the whole 
of his clothing, and not simply take off coat or 
jacket, and then sit down to cool himself in a 
-current of air. The siestas so much recommended 
are very good, but they certainly cannot be in- 
dulged in by the mass of Europeans resident in 
tropical countries; and it is undoubtedly true 
.that on the west coast of Africa, as elsewhere 
mental and bodily activity contributes largely to 
good health. It is hardly necessary to recom- 
mend retiriog early to bed, say nine or ten o'clock, 
and rising early, say six o'clock, when a cup of 
coffee or tea should be taken, followed by a cold 
or tepid bath, the cold bath to be carefully avoided 
■when persons are suffering from hepatic or splenic 
, enlargement. 
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"The bedroom should be the largest and best 
ventilated room in all the house, and should be 
prorided with a fireplace, so that in the rainy 
season it may be kept dry and wholesome. Piazza 
bedrooms should be avoided. 

" With regard to food, it should be of the sim- 
plest and mc»t nourishing kind, with a moderate 
use of fruit, avoiding pastry. 

"By duly observing these precautions the Eng- 
lishman may live almost as safely at Sierra Leone 
as in his own country ; and he will not find, aa 
too many have done, through their own reckless- 
ness, that the magnificent scenery which greeted 
bis eyes as he approached the African coast, was 
but a decutful screen to conceal the horrors of 
the charnel-house. The dimate has been made 
the scape-goat of a thousand sins, and those who 
live most in opposition to its dictates have been 
the readiest to blame it for their sufferings. If 
nature wears a perpetual smile in this quarter of 
the world, it is to those only who listen to her 
teachings. To them no sackcloth and ashes lie 
hid beneath her flowery robe ; and to liiem Sierra 
Leone will no longer appear an object of terror, 
as the ' White Man's Grave.' " 

I think it well to insert the following remarks 
on Lunacy, as it appeared amount the Uack 
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colonists, not only because they illustrate a novel 
feature in the character of the negro, but because 
they demonstrate the iraproved care that is now 
taken by the colonial authorities at Sierra Leone 
to separate and dassify the patients : — 

"The lunatics seldom lived long, being fre- 
quently cut off by dysentery or dropsy, or be- 
coming epileptic or paralytic — compHcations al- 
most hopeless. The majority, if they did not 
soon recover, died within two or three yeare of 
their admission to the asylum. A few survived 
for many years, and, in one rare instance, re- 
covery took place after the lapse of twelve 
years. The larger proportion of the patients 
treated were males. The disease manifested all 
its varied forms. Some gesticulated and danced 
about the yard, uttering the foulest abuse. Re- 
ligion was the unceasing theme on which others 
expatiated for hours together, occasionally arro- 
gating to themselves the attributes of our Saviour. 
These delusions in some instances might be traced 
to the eSed produced on weak minds by the ex- 
iting and barbarous exhibitions so often wit- 
nessed in their numerous conventicles of 'finding 
tJie Lord,' * finding peace,' &c. The love of finery 
was shown by several of both sexes who picked 
up rags, which they fastened to their persons — 
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or feathers, &c., which they stuck in their hair, 
or passed through holes in the ake rum and car- 
tilage of the nose. The raving madman, the 
melancholic, the imhecile suffering &om dementia, 
the idiot, the religious, the suicidal, the epileptic, 
were, untill858,enclo8edtogether,withoutdistinc- 
tion, in the most miserable cells, where no separa- 
tion could be effected. On the transfer of the co- 
lonial hospital from Kis^ to Freetown, in 1858 
(a most desirable and much needed change), the 
lunatics were removed to that building, which, 
although in many important points ill adapted 
for the purpose, is, nevertheless, a very great im- 
provement on former asylums," 

In the tables one case of hydrophobia is 
marked down. Mr. Clarke, however, records it 
as his opinioD, concurrent with that of Staff- 
Siu'geon Fergusson and ColoDial-Sui^;eon Aitken, 
that that disease never occurs in the colony — and 
therefore doubts the correctness of the record. 
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The Odd Goart— Bratalitiefi of the King in Aahutoe half % oen- 
tor^ ago — Sacriflcee afler his Mother's death — Bloodshed after 
hia own — The preoent King of Dkhomejr and hia Bangmnwry 
intentdona — Report of Cmikahanh'a miaaian to Dahomsj, in 
1818 — Festal Becreatione, in the ahape of Human Sacrificea, at 
Aflhantee — Men butchered to do honour to the FortngneM 
BlaTB-dealer, De Souza — A like ceremony in oompluaoot to the 
Dutch geaeral, Verbeei — The Dahomean King's argumenta in 
faronr of the SlaTs-tiade — Hie French natdon in ita aarlj con- 
nexion with Africa, eapeciallf with the GroM Coaat — Theit repu- 
diation of tlie Fortogueae claims to primaiy geographical dia- 
corerj in this part of the world — Beginning ot British Isgitiniata 
commerce with Weetem Africa — Fint opening of palm-oil trade 
— Number of forta on the Gold Coaat — TmrnAnM wealth of its 
interior district! — Ita Mivionary eetabliahmenta — Its Cohmial 
Commerce fur 1868. 

Oh no part of Western Africa have there been 
such scenes of turbulence and bloodshed, chieflj 
connected frith human sacrifices, as still con- 
tinue to be enacted in the interior countries 
contiguous to the Gold Coast 

In the year 1808 (more than half a centurj 
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ago), the King of Ashantee sent an army of 
fifteen thousand men against the Fantees, on the 
Gold Coast, who laid waste a large extent of 
country in the neighbourhood of Anamaboe. 

At that time our fort at the last-named place 
was occupied, and even the small number of 
soldiers which it contained successfully repulsed 
the army of barbarians, and prevented them 
from doing any further harm with thai savage 
implements of warfare. 

After ravaging the intermediate kingdoms of 
Akim and Dinkera, in the year 1816, this 
monarch is reported to have sacrificed three 
thousand human victims on the grave of his 
mother. At his own death, some months subse- 
quently, slaves were sacrificed at the rate of two 
hundred every week for three months — ^thus 
making five thousand six hundred victims to 
the horrible Juggernaut of African superstition. 

Knowing as I do the hereditary tenadty with 
which barbarous customs are transmitted from 
generation to generataon by those of negro blood, 
it was with no surprise, though with a feeling of 
horror, that I read, in the West AJrican Herald 
of July last, the following paragraph : — 

" Dahohbt. — His majesty Badahung, king of 
Dahomey, is about to make the 'grand custom' 
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in hononr of the late king Gezo. Determined to 
surpass all former monarchs in the magnitude of 
the ceremonies to be performed on this occasion, 
Badahung has made the most extensive prepa- 
rations for the celebration of the 'grand custom.' 
A great pit has been dug, which is to contain 
human blood enough to float a canoe. Two 
thousand persons will be sacrificed on this occa- 
sion. The expedition to Abeokouta is postponed, 
but the king has sent his army to make some 
excursions at the expense of some weaker tribes, 
and has succeeded in capturing many unfor* 
tunate creatures. The young people among 
these prisoners will be sold into slavery, and the 
old persons will be killed at the ' grand custom.' " 
Doubts as to the correctness of the foregoing 
announcement are completely set aside by the 
receipt of a letter, dated Cape Coast Castle, Sep- 
tember 16th, which says: — "The atrocities at 
Dahomey have tar exceeded the report of which 
you are aware. Thousands have been sacrificed. 
Latterly came a steamer on that coast, and shipped 
off fifteen hundred slaves. A man-of-war being 
on the spot, saw the vessel, but suspected nothing 
of her design. We hear that English people, and 
other Europeans, have been imprisoned there — 
most probably from refimng to witness the 
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human sacrifices, or to take part in the rites of 
diabolical superstition." 

By this it will be seen that the only rivalry 
ever known to exist between those Arcadian 
neighbours, the potentates of Dahomey and 
Ashantee, still flourishes with aU its pristine 
vigour. 

The report of Mr. Cruikshank's mission to the 
present King of Dahomey's father, at his capital 
of Abomey, in the year 1848, showed that the 
exertions of that gentleman, sent out, according 
to report, by Her Majesty's Government, pursuant 
to a motion made in the House of Commons by 
Lord Fermoy, to endeavour to stop such deeds 
of bloodshed, had resulted in utter failure. When 
Gezo, the present king's father, could not be rea> 
soned into a sense of the moral obligation of 
abandoning the slave-trade, it would seem a 
hopeless task to endeavour to convert the son from 
a practice that he had seen carried on in the 
earliest days of his childhood, and in his growth 
to manhood. 

On the occasion of funerals — and even of festal 
recreations-T-thousands of human beings are an- 
nually sacrificed in the capit^ Abomey. When 
De Souza, the notorious Portuguese slave-dealer 
at Whidah, who is also the King of Dahomey's 
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viceroy in that district, visited his Majesty a great 
number of slares were sacrificed to do him 
honour. The same practice was carried out at 
Comassie, the capital of Ashantee, when the 
Dutch general, Yerbeer, arrived there on a call 
of courtesy to the king. These two events, which 
took place within the last twenty years, were 
nearly contranporaneous in their occurrence. 

Surrounded by barbaric splendour, and having 
early imbibed the thirst for glory as a conqueror, 
although it was only over brother barbarians, the 
late King Gezo advanced to Mr. Gruikshank such 
arguments to prove the inexpediency of his ^v- 
ing up the slave-trade, as were the natural rea- 
sonings of a m&n in his position. They are thus 
laid down in Mr. Cruikshank's own report : — - 

" His chie& had had long and serious consul- 
tations with him upon the subject ; and they had 
come to the conclusion that his government 
could not be carried on without it. The state 
which he roiuntained was great ; his army was 
expensive ; the ceremonies and customs to be ob- 
served annually, which had been handed down 
to him from his forefathers, entailed upon him a 
vast outlay of money. These could not be abol- 
ished. The form of his government could not be 
suddenly changed, without caiiang such a revolu- 
tion as would deprive him of his throne, and preci- 
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pitate his kingdom into a state of anarchy. He 
was very desirous to acquire the jfriendship of 
England. He loved and respected the English 
character, uid nothing afforded him such high 
satisfaction as to see an Englishman in his coun- 
try, and to do him honour. He himself and hb 
army were ready at all times to fight the Queen's 
enemies, and to do anything the English Govern- 
ment might ask of him, but to ^ve up the slave- 
Irade. No other trade was known to his people. 
Palm oil,itwastrue, was now enga^gtheattention 
of someofthran; but it was aedowmethod of mak- 
ing mon^, andbrought only a very small amount 
of duties into his coffers. The planting of coffee 
and cotton had been suggested to him ; but this 
was slower stilL The trees had to grow, and he 
himself would probably be in his grave before 
he could reap any benefit from them. And what 
to do in the meantime? Who would pay his 
troops, or buy arms and clothing for them? 
Who would pve him supplies of cowries, of rum, 
of powder, and of cloth, to perform Ids annual 
customs ? He held his power by an observance of 
the time-honoured ciutoms of his forefathers; 
and he would forfeit it, and entail upon himself 
a life full of shame, and a death fuU of misery, if 
he neglected them. It was the slave-trade that 
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made him terrible to his enemies, and loved, ho* 
noured, and respected by bis people. How could 
he give it up ? It had been the ruling princaple 
of action with himself and his subjects from their 
earliest childhood. Their thoughts, their habits, 
their discipline, their mode of life, had been 
formed with reference to this all-engrossing oc- 
cupation ; even the very songs with which the 
mother stilled her crying infent told of triumph 
over foes reduced to slavery. Could he, by sign- 
ing this treaty, change the sentiments of a whole 
people? It could not be. A long series of years 
was necessaiy to bring about such a change. He 
himself and his people must be made to fed the 
superior advantages of another traffic in an in- 
crease of riches, and of the necessaries and luxu- 
ries of life, before they could be weaned from 
this trade. The expenses of the English Govern- 
ment are great ; would it suddenly give up the 
principal source of its revenue without some 
equivalent provi»on for defra34ng its expenses? 
He could not believe so. No more would he re- 
duce himself to beggary. The sum offered him 
would not pay his expenses for a week ; and 
even if the English Gtovemment ware willing to 
give him an annual sum equivalent to his pre- 
sent revenue, he would still have some difficulty 
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in employing the energies of lib people in a new 
direction. Under snch circumstances, however, 
he would confflder himself bound to use every 
exertion to meet llie wishes of the English 
Government." 

A curious domestic superstition is thus re- 
corded as existing on the gold coast. It is a cus- 
torn with the natives of position and wealth to 
purchase a young slave of their own sex, or 
sometimes to select one from amongst some of the 
young slaves previously in the house, and to 
bestow on him, or her, the title of " Crabbah," or 
" Ocrab" — the meaning of which is, that tbe slave 
thus entitled is in future to be looked on as the 
soul or spirit of the master or mistress. 

These favoured persons wear a chain of gold, 
or white beads, around the neck, to which is 
attached a lai^e medallion of gold to denote their 
rank. , 

They are treated with great indulgence so 
long as they behave well. 

In Ashantee the favourite Ocrahs of the great 
men are slaughtered on the death of their mas- 
ters, it being considered necessary that they 
should accompany them to the next world. A 
similar wholesale slaughter of slaves, with a like 
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purpose, is carried out on the death of any big 
man at Old Kalabar. 

Meditating on the early connexion of Euro- 
pean nations with Western Africa, we find, in a 
work entitled " Mimoire but le Commerce Mari- 
time de Rouen, par Ernest de Freville," that 
the French claim the honour of a first visit to 
this part of the world. So early as November, 
1364;, the merchants of Dieppe sent oat two 
vessels, of one hundred tons each, which arrived 
at a little river near the mouth of the Sestos, on 
the Eroo Coast. 

Their trade at this place, although its nature 
and extent are not described, was, no doubt, pro- 
fitable ; for, in September the following year, the 
Rouen merchania joined with those of Dieppe, and 
sent out four vessels. One of these passed the 
Ivory Coast, and voyaged on to the Gold Coast 

Twenty years' commercial connexion between 
Rouen, Dieppe, and the Gold Coast, inspired the 
merchants to send out artisans and materials to 
construct the fort of Elraina, the building of 
which was finished in 1386. 

The civil wars in France having damaged 
their commerdal connexion with all parts of 
the world, the trade between Rouen and the 
Gold Coast was necessarily affected ; and, ao- 
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cording to the Frencli author from whom we 
derive our information, -die Portuguese did not 
commence their reputed diacoyeiy of, and com- 
munication with, places on the west coast of 
Africa till more than a hmidred years after. 

It was in 1472 that the Portuguese arrived at 
Prince's Island— in 1484 at the Congo — 1486 at 
Benin — and twelve years afterwards they doubled 
tlie Cape of Good Hope. 

British legitimate commerce in Africa did not 
commence till 1553, when two ships left Ply- 
mouth and visited Sestos, Elmina, and Benin. 
Thar touching at these places and no others 
seems to me very strong circumstantial evidence 
that the Frencli account, previously quoted, is 
correct The cargo with which they returned 
was gold and pepper — the latter was brought 
fi«m Benin, whence, in the year 1590, was 
obtained the first cargo of palm-oil, an article 
of commerce which has since been so largely 
exported from Africa. The seventeenth century 
was the great time of African companies — palm 
oil and slaves being then the two main products. 
Slave-trading reached its climax in 1771, when 
one hundred and ninety-two slave-ships left 
England for Africa. 

One particular characteristic of the Gold 
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Coast is the number of forts that are erected 
along its seahord. These were no doubt in- 
tended by the early European discoverers of 
that coast as fortresses, to prevent strangers 
encroaching upon a land at that time supposed 
to be a veritable Eldorado. 

The chief fortress, and the capital of the Go- 
vernment, was Cape Coast ; inland from which 
(Mr. Bannerinan writes to me) — " The Wassaws 
are in possession of a splendid mining country, 
but they will mate no use whatever of the 
wealth which Providence has placed within 
their reach. Under the surface of the soil here 
there lies an ahnost fabulous amount of wealth. 
Akim, Ashantee, Gaman, Wassaw — all these 
countries may be described as one vast mine of 
gold." 

In Gaman, a kingdom tributary to Ashantee, 
there are nunes so prolific that the gold can be 
procured within six feet of the surface of the soil ; 
the ting will not allow them to be worked, re- 
serving them for his fetish. 

Apollonia Fort is now dismantled and aban- 
doned, although formerly an extensive trade in 
gold was carried on there. From a Government 
report, published in the year 1841, we learn that 
the king of the country in which Apollonia 
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Fort is ^tuated was the terror of all the ndgh- 
bouring diBtricts, on account of the frequency of 
his human sacrifices. 

The fortB of Succondee, Commenda, Coro- 
manty, and Tantumqueny, are all now in ruins, 
presenting an appearance of the utmost deso- 
lation. The forts that are occupied are Cape 
Coast, Accra, Christianburg, and Dixcove, by 
the English; Elmina and Creve Coeur by the 
Dutch. Neither French, Portuguese, nor 
Spaniards have at present any possessions in this 
part of Africa. 

On the Gold Coast there is a territory extend- 
ing from Cape Apollonia to the fort of Quittah, a 
few miles eastward of Cape St. Paul's, and 
inland to the frontier of the powerful kingdom 
of Ashantee. This territory comprises many 
distinct tribes, all of whom acknowledge some 
kind of alleg^ce either to England or Holland. 
The Dutch have authority over several towns on 
the seaside, but almost the whole of the interior 
is subject more or less to Britidi influence. 

As it is my deure to lay before my readers 
as complete a description as I can give of the 
sodal peculiarities of the native African, I copy 
here a curious sketch, which I know to be 
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correct, from the Wett AJrican Herald of May 
Slst, I860:— 

"A few weeks ago an old man died in Ajumor- 
coong in the interior, leaving to his family over 
three thousand ounces of gold, three hundred 
slaves, and much land. The old fellow when 
alive dwelt in a most wretched hut, and the only 
piece of furniture he possessed was a mat. The 
deceased miser's name was Ocrah Taweah. Now, 
this man was a fair type of a large class of na- 
tives in this part of Africa, who are to be found 
chiefly in those dbtricts of the protected territory 
that are situated at some distance from the forts. 
Near the forts where British authority is more 
generally felt, men know that they are secured 
in the quiet possession of whatsoever they have 
lawfully acquired ; and, moreover, contact with 
civilisation has resulted not only in the introduc- 
tion of a certain taste for the comforts of Eu- 
ropeans, but also in an imitation of some of their 
habits and customs. Hence in the towns on the 
seaside there are to be found numbers of natives 
of Africa who dwell in large and well-built houses, 
comfortably and toatefully furnished. And it is 
not the educated native merchants of the higher 
class only who live comfortably. A number of 
educated natives, occupying subordinate portions 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



miTATIOK OT EUEOPEAS CtTSTOMS. 135 

as derka, overseers, &ctors, and the like, are 
lodged at least as well as the same class 
of men in England. Nor are these tastes in- 
dulged in only by those who have received the 
benefits of education ; for we see in all the prin- 
cipal seaude towns some very excellent houses 
of two stories, having several spacious, neat, 
and well-iumished apartments, which are oc- 
cupied by natives who cannot read or write, 
but who, having acquired wealth, prefer to lay 
it out in this way. In the interior, men who' 
from small beginnings have acquired riches by 
their industry or their good lack generally hoard 
their money, or, at aU events, the greater part of it. 
They do not care for European modes of living. 
They do not buy couches, mirrors, knives, forks, 
spoons, mahogany tabl^ lamps, pictures, &c., &c. 
On occasions of state most of the native 
chiefii of the interior display much barbaric 
splendour, which the chiefs on the seaside do not; 
yet the private residences of the interior chiefs 
are by no means to be compared with the dwell- 
ings of many poor and subordinate chiefs on the 
beach. We do not speak of course of Ashantee, 
but of those provinces cdled the Protected 
Territory, which lie between the seaside and 
the kingdom of Ashantee. In these countri^ 
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there is much oppres^on and extortdon, and all 
sorts of rascality are still going on. Wherever 
the authorities have great power, wherever in fitct 
the Government, be it Britiali, or Dutch, or 
African, is strong, there the property, life, and 
liberty of individuals are felt to be secure. In 
very many parts of the Protected Territory there 
is no powerful native Government, and the Bri- 
tish have no authorised agent to check disorders. 
In such districts the place of Government is sup* 
plied by what are called Pynins, or elders, who 
very often have no other means of subsistence 
that what they derive firom suits tried before 
them. Such tribunals are very firequeotiy 
nothing more than agencies for extortion and 
oppression. In many, nay, m<et parts of Fantee 
they abound, and from their um^hteous decrees 
it is not always that the injured have the oppor- 
tunity of appealing to the British Courta on the 
sea^de. Much injustice is therefore perpetrated, 
and the victims are often those persons who are 
known to have acquired large sums of money by 
tiieir own exertions, originally perhaps slaves, 
pawns, or at least strangers to tJiie place. Such 
men, therefore, are in many instances afraid to 
make a display of their wealth, fearing lest th^r 
riches should bring upon them the jealousy and 
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envy of their neighbours, and be the means of 
involving them in trouble." 

Amongst these people, too, civil wbib are con- 
stantly sprin^ng up. Buring the past year 
a system of petty warfare among the natives has 
been general along this coast, as appears fre- 
quently by the paper from which I have quoted 
the foregoing. At Quittah, at Ahguay, and in 
the interior countries of Dinkera and Akim, 
there have been contests. At Anamaboe, which 
is an important town, situated on the sea-side, 
nine miles to the eastward of Cape Coast, and 
where a considerable gold traffic with Ashantee is 
now carried on, a disturbance broke out last year 
between two companies, on the subject of one 
carrying a flag, of which the other claimed a 
patent right. In the principal towns of the 
Gold Coast the inhabitants are divided into com- 
panies, like our clubs in England; and these 
companies have theur flags and captains. On 
native ceremonials, such as funerals uid driving 
the devil out of town, these companies turn out in 
grand parade, but generally wind up with a row, 
which most frequently terminates with a pitched 
battle on some day appointed. Even if the affair 
above alluded to had not been settled by the 
intervention in time of ma^sterial authority, it is 
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not at all probable there would have been any 
blcKidahed ; for the A&icans prefer palsvermg to 
fighting and a debate on the subject of a war ia 
with them a thmg of high and mighty conse- 
quence. My readers may be assured that this 
civil war bufdnesa is the same all over the coast; 
the only difference being, that there is no honest 
"Heralder" like that at Cape Coast to record 
their conflicts. In the Bight of Bia&a district, 
at all events, there Is never a change from palm- 
oil and palavers throughout the year. 

When we read such a paragraph as the fol- 
lowing, referring to misdons on the Gold Coast 
at the end of 1859, does it not strike the reader 
that there must be. something strangely anoma- 
lous in the condition of this people ? 

" On the 31st December last there were on the 
Gold and Slave Coasts d Africa, 36 Wesleyan 
mission schot^ 18 chapels, 24 preaching places. 
The number of scholars at that date was 1082 
biTfs and 315 ^Is. There were 74 day-school 
teachers, 5 catediists, 83 local preachers, 1869 
fuU and accredited members, 208 on trial for 
full membership, and the number of attendants 
on public worship was about 8300. During the 
year there had been 51 marriages, 127 baptisms 
of adults, and 122 baptisms of infants." 
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If I am asked to show the condition of the 
native Afiican, notwithstanding all the benefits 
of missionary teaching, I do it in l^e words 
of the missionaries themselves. I find in the 
African newspaper of March 30tb last, extracted 
firom the Cavalla Messenger, aji account of a, 
misuon convocation at Cape Palmas, at which 
amongst other things the following statement 
was made : — " The reports seemed to indicate a 
dead »lence everywhere ; nothing like a revival 
of religion, but, on the contrary, a dreadful stir- 
ring up of the power of Satan. The people are 
appairef^y becorrmg toorse and worse. Remarks 
were made by several persons, in which the little 
success of the Gospel lately was greatly deplored." 

It would not be &ir to infer from this that a 
like failure has been the result on all parts of the 
coast ; and yet we can see here, in the places of 
which this chapter treats, evidence that the fol- 
lowing excellent practical plan is bearing but 
little fruit : — 

" It has been the practice of the Basel Sodety, 
according to the precedent of the Moravian Bre- 
thren, to supply all their African stations with 
lay missionaries, who strive to train the native 
converts to industrious habits, and to teach 
them how to employ in the service of God and 
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men, the ener^ea with which they have been 
endowed, and the still undeveloped wealth of 
their country. Workabopa have been set up at 
Chiistianaborg, Abokoby, Abude, and Akropong, 
in which wood-sawyers, carpenters, joinera, coop- 
ers, shingle-makera, bricklayers, blacksmiths, lock- 
smiths, shoemakers, and tailors are trained ; and 
although it is not to be expected that negroes 
will soon be able to dispense with European su- 
pervision and instruction in thor trades, yet 
their progress hitherto has been encouraging, 
and their assistance has been of incalculable va- 
lue in a country where no tradesmen are pro- 
curable, and where constant exposure to the sun 
is almost certain death to Europeans. Nor is 
the adoption of an improved systeia of agricul- 
ture of less importance, whilst the natives grow 
with as little trouble as possible their most ne- 
cessary provisions, and, to save labour, select 
every year a new piece of ground, and give up 
the rest to the inroads of the bush, to become the 
hot-beds of fever and the haunts of all sorts of 
noxious animals and vermin. Begular plantations, 
of greater or smaller extent^ have been laid out at 
Akropong, Abude, Abokoby, and Gyadam, to 
train an improved class of farmers. These at- 
tempts have proved that, under proper manage- 
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ment, the prodnce of the land may be increased 
tenfold, and that many resources for home-coH' 
somptaon as well as export have as yet been 
scarcely touched upon. With umilar intentions 
a factory has been established at Christiansborg, 
with prospects of advantage both to the mis- 
sion and the people." 

The following is an abstract of the commerdal 
operations in this part of Africa, carried oq in 
1858, which I have been kindly permitted to 
copy from the records at the Colonial Office : — 



GOLD 


COAST, 1868. 




couKTBree. 


lUPOKTS. 


EXPORTS. 


United Kingdcm . . 
United States . . . 
Britiah ColoniBB . , 
Fm-wgn Conntriafl— 

fnaoo 

Holland .... 
Portugal .... 
Other Conntriw . . 


£76,836 17 9 
31,122 12 

6,012 11 8 
4,867 6 8 
1,435 11 2 
2,193 


«118,66S 6 6 
20,421 6 61 

11,103 7 « 
4,067 16 6 




£122,466 18 10 


£164,136 16 111 



" Fopalation. — ^There is no means of ascertain- 
ing the population of the Gold Coast territory — 
judging frvm the poll-tax returns of 1852 to 
1853, it would appear to be 151,346, omitting the 
Axim country, which, however, would not be 
more than 5,000 additional The chief of the 
village has generally a number of Erooms, or 
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smaller villages, dependent on him, at the head 
of each of which is a Captain, whose duty it is to 
march before the chief in war time. The chief 
agricultural productions of the Gold Coast are 
jBxn3j Indian com, bauiana, plantains, and cas- 
sava — males and females being alike agricultu- 
rists. Even in fishing at the sea-side with hand- 
nets flung from their canoes, they keep the 
barter and tn^c principle. The fish caught are 
brought into the interior, and there exchanged for 
agricultural produce, which is again bartered by 
the people in the town. Cotton is coming up in 
the Volta river, imder the auspices of the Rev. E. 
Freeman — but palm-oil is very small. Connected 
with Wesleyan missions there are twenty-eight 
chapels on this part of the coast, attended by an 
aggregate congregation of 5,600. A public free 
school for boys and girls is held within the walls 
of the Casde. This is under the superintendence 
of the Colonial Chapbuo, and the books are sup- 
plied by Government No industrial schools are 
here, more than anywhere else on the coast" 
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Of tiie Birer Niger and Belami's Ezplontdon ja Benin — Genmkl 
Sceuer; at the montlu of rivers faUing into the Gulf of Guineas- 
Similar to that of Eastern Africa, dmribed bj Captain Barton 
— AatlH»r'B Opinions on tlie Commsrcial operatioDB op the Niger 
after Pleiad's Expedition of 1654 — Memorial preeented to Loid 
Palmereton in^beginning ot kit fear — Ita Aipunents, and the 
Aaent of Qoremnieat to them — Causes of Attacks b; the Na- 
tiTes upon Steamera eent op by Mr. Laiid — Commercial Opera- 
tions recorded by that Gentleman daring tlie past three jeais — 
HJB Present Contract with the Government and Ita Proceedinfpi 
— Imposdbiiity of eetabHahing a Profitable trade up that Rivw 
without Govemroent Help — A Gnn-boat, WBrHrt«amera, and 
Tng-Btaamer required — Sir John Bowring's opinion of the Negro 
— Plana in reference to the Niger — Mr. Jameson's Tiers. 

We may imagine onraelTes within hail of the 
miasmatous banks of the historical Niger, when 
amying at the mouth of the musquito-infested 
Benin. What the enterpriring Belzoni could 
have told us of the dark secrets of this trnknown 
kingdom must ever lie hid with his ashes, which 
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repose in the neighbourhood of its capital. 

Coasting along by the moutha of the many 
rivers that debouch into the Gulf of Guinea, 
the eye of the voyager rests upon nothing more 
attractive than a continuation of scenes such as 
those described by Captain Burton in Eastern 
Africa, and which are sketched forth by Earl de 
Grey and Ripon in last year's address to the 
Royal Geographical Society, as of "a fever- 
stricken country, that is skirted by a vride low- 
Ijring belt of overwhelming vegetation-, dank, mo- 
notonous, and gloomy, while it reeks with fetid 
miaama." 

Let us flit over the marshy grounds that border 
the Niger's many mouths, and leave the mangrove 
swamps to the oj^ters and crocodiles, whilst we 
travel, with the progress of civilization and the 
development of commerce, up the Quorra to Cen- 
tral Ainca. 

It would be but a dish of crambe repetita to de- 
tail all the early explorations and progresses made 
up this river since the discovery of its mouth by 
the brothers Lander in 1831. In my account* 
of our Niger expedition of 1854, I have given 

■ PaUished by Longmaii St Co. of Fatemoster Sow, and fbnn- 
ing Toh 91 Mid 92 of " TrsTellort liteaiy." 
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a brief aketch of these ; and aa the views which 
I then expressed, in a report to Mr. Laird, have 
undei^ne no change since that time, I record 
them here, as they have not before been made 
public by me : — 

"S. S. VMtd, Ckreiice Core, 

"HoTBmber 20th, 1854. 

*' Sir, — Before I place in your hands my jour- 
nal of our voyage up the Niger— Tshadda, 
Binui — ^with a report on the position and pros- 
pects of trade along their courses — which 1 have 
in contemplation to prepare on my passage home 
— I trust you will not consider out of place a few 
observations I take the liberty of making to you 
now, connected with the report 

" The account of our trading produce will, I 
have no doubt, be forwarded to you by Captain 
Taylor. Of ivory, the chief article, 42581bs. were 
purchased by me on our passage up and down ; 
and 2781bs. by Mr. Crawford, during a stay of 
six weeks at the confluence. The cause of such 
a small quantity being bought will be explained 
to you hereafter. All inquiries after copper ore 
have failed in discovering the locality where it 
is procured. I have with me a few specimens of 
copper rings and brass ornaments manufactured 
at Kano — the * London' of Sudan — but the peo- 
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pie at Rogan Koto, and Hamarrua, where they 
were obtained, say that the metal of which they 
are made of is brought from the Hanssa country. 
At Gandike, they report that lead has been dug out 
of the ground at a distance of about six feet from 
the surface ; but the piece which was given to me 
wasevidently molten, and cast in an earthenmould. 
We have about fiOlbs. of lead ore, in its primitive 
crystds, as it was excavated at a place called 
Afooro, about twenty miles from the river port of 
Anyashi, on the road thence to Wukari. Perhaps 
the few geolo^cal specimens which I have col- 
lected' will indicate more than I have been able 
to ascertain of correct information. No quartz 
was met with, save a little on a small island, 
nearly opposite Mount Sterling. 

'* If a plea of justification were needed for my 
remarks, I think I have it in the fact of our 
crew of sixty-six bands being here to-day in 
nearly as good condition as when the ' Pleiad ' 
left Clarence on the 8th of July. The preserva- 
tion of their health, despite of a few severe cases 
of fever we had on board, may be chi^y attri- 
buted to the following causes : — 

"First. — To our having entered the river at 
the least unhealthy season of the year, when 
the water is rising. 
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"Second. — ^To my having induced all the 
Europeans to take quinine aolution* daily, 
without making any fuss for its palpable 
necessity. 

" Third. — To our not being required to stow 
green wood in the bunkers, in consequence of 
having iron ctmoes for its conveyance. 

"Fourth. — To attending to the health of the 
ship's crew, by having all the water drunk on 
board passed through the boiler before it was 
filtered — dry-scraping the deck instead of washing 
it — and passing some of Sir WntL Burnett's zinc 
solution down the bath floor twice a-week — ^taking 
care to have the bilge water pumped out daily. 

"And last — though not the least in consequence 
— ^keeping up the hilarity of all on board by the 
Kroomens' nightly dance to the music of a drum, 
kindly lent to me by Governor Lynslager. 

" I quite agree with your remarks in one of 
your letters of instruction to Captain Taylor, 
thati 'without asustance from Grovemment, no 
steamer can pay in the river trade ; ' and I believe, 
moreover, that, in the present condition of the 
country, 'no trade can be established without the 

* Hie form of qaininB wine oaed on tUa and ■ataeqaant oe- 
cuioiu by me u prepared bj- Wm. Bailey h Sodb, of Honely 
Fieldji Chemical Works, WolTerhAmptoii, and pat ap for ahip- 
ment in cues oontaining one, two, or three doien pint botOn. 
L? 
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assistance of Government.' From Oddokodo up 
to Dagbo the country Has been laid waste by the 
Fellatahs, and not a vestige of hmnan habitation 
shewB the pkce where the former town once 
stood. Only three or four months past they 
murdered the king of Pandah (Fundah), burned 
the town of Ikeriko, and drove the king of 
Opotingiah (Potinka) to take refuge at 
Abasha, on the oppodte side of the river, and 
the limit of the Egairah country. Yimmaha, 
Oketta and Oruko (indeed all the towns of tiie 
Igbarra and Bassa countries) have been plundered 
by them — some burnt — and many of the inhabit' 
ants slaughtered, more carried into slavery, and 
the remaining survivors driven to seek refuge 
in other than their native localities. Nearly all 
the islands we passed in the portion of the 
Tshadda referred to were tenanted fay refugees 
from these towns, whose exertions for common 
subsistence must meantime be suspended, for they 
know not at what moment, on returning to their 
native districts, the attack may be repeated. The 
Fellatahs, mounted on well-trajned steeds, and 
with poisoned arrows, poisoned javeUns, and 
Hanssa swords, are ever giving way to an. instinc- 
tive thirst for human blood, or urged by ambition 
for extent of territory, which I believe to be as 
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much th^ impelling influences as any truculent 
fanaticism for the propagation of the Mahomedan 
creed.. 

"Now, as the Attah of Egarrah has, in the 
couree of my conversation with him, expressed 
his desire to hare a British settlement in his 
dominion, and commerce introduced thereby, I 
would propose that the next voyagers up this river 
should be empowered to treat for a piece of land 
at Iddah, or a few miles higher, upon equally ele- 
vated ground, opposite Ototouro, where Abukko'a 
people are located. Here is an opening which 
might be followed up by our Government to 
this extent. Drs. Overweg and Barth have con- 
cluded a treaty with the Sheikh of Bomu, who 
expressed his desire to see a squadron of 
European boats on I^ake Tshad,- and guaranteed 
to substitute commercial traffic with the nations 
of Europe for the slave-trade. Between Egarrah 
and the Bomu kingdom it is nearly all Fellatah 
territory; and from a great part of Bomu com- 
mxmication may be opened by means of the 
Eonadagu river, pasnng Bossa, to any estab- 
lishment on Lake Tshad. So that, on ami- 
cable terms with the Fellatahs — ^received with 
open arms by establishments protected by 
native military forces, and having a government 
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rimilar to that of Sierra Leone and Cape Coaat — 
the industrial resoureeB of Central Africa will 
soon become developed, and the riches of the vast 
conlinent be poured down to ua by the continu- 
011B streams of the 5inu6, the Tshadda, and the 
Niger. 

"To turn the attention of the people of Africa 
to the cultivation of their soil, to teach them how, 
by industry, their slaves may be made to produce 
to them more substantial comforts than can be 
procured by selling them, ought to be our object 
in the first instance. Mawkish philanthropists 
may object to this as being an encouragement of 
domestic slavery. It is no encouragement. It 
is, at the most, a toleration of it for a good pur- 
pose. And of two evils, choose the least, hoping 
and working for the good time to come, when 
the slaves, by their industry, may liberate them- 
selves and become sharers in the prosperity of their 
fatherland, Oftheircertwntytodo this, I have as- 
surance in a fact communicated to me by the Rev. 
Mr. Crowther, that several hundred slaves have 
so emancipated themselves at Abbeokuta. You 
may perhaps consider my suggestions as visionary, 
or the expectation of Government aid towards 
theu- accomplishment as hopeless. Granted that 
they are, I nevertheless conceive it to be my duly 
to urge their serious conaderation on you. You 
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are now at the head of a machinery which I con- 
cave to be the best calculated to carry out such 
a plan — 1 mean the African Steam Navigation 
Company ; and the following is an outline of what 
I would suggest : — 

" In the first place, to have an understanding 
with the Fellatah Sultan at Sokatu, to secure 
from him the exercise of his influence over his 
extenave dominions, and chiefly to prevent the 
ravages of his people throughout the countries 
on the northern bank of the Tshadda. Whether 
this wUl need a demonstration oiyour moral force* 
or not, the Fellatah marauding must be put an 
end to before any commercial step can be taken 
with a prospect of success. Meantime, to pur- 
chase a piece of territory in the neighbourhood 
of Iddah, where a portion of a "West Indian r^- 
ment should be established, sufficient in number to 
protect the traders, native as well as European. 

" A small steamer, say the * Pleiad,' with some 
improvements that I shall hereafter mention, 
would answer for a commencement; and it would 
not only strike terror into the minds of the natives 
below Aboh, by the dread of its power, but fortify 
those above by the certainty of its protection. A 

* Mr. Lurd, in his eridence befbro a oommittee of the Hooae 
of Commons, g»T« it as his opinion on one occasion that " moral 
force in Western AMoa meant a 24-poundBr witli a British 
seaman behind it.^ 
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canoe stationed at Aboh, rendered doubly neces- 
sary because the Interception of the palm-oil traffic 
between this and the Bonny, Brass, and Benin 
rivers must be the main object of trading 
farther up ; another at the confluence ; besides 
that at Iddah, a settlement near Apokko, on one 
of the Dagbo hills ; and, if farther up, at Anyaahi, 
the river port of "V^ukari, the capital (rf the 
Kororoofa kingdom^. From this place commu- 
nication may be made by native canoea to Gan- 
diko, Zhibu, and Hamamia. Very littie coal 
would be required for a steamer, as the people 
are cert^ to have wood cut when they are sure 
of a market for it. 

" There is no ' break in the navigation of the 
Tshadda,' such as you supposed to e th e cause 
of the interruption of traffic upon it; but the in- 
habitants high up dwell in districts thirty or 
forty miles asunder, and are not in Mendly rela- 
tions with one another. 

"The steamer should go backwards and for- 
wards, to and from the mouth of the river, and 
tiie canoes and trading establishment, to deliver 
produce and return with goods, making a trip 
once a year, in August and September, as far as 
the river port of Zola and Hamarrua. Owing 
to a strong current of five and tax. knots, and tjie 
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absence of eddies in many parts of the river above 
Ojogo, canoes are not applicable for navigation 
so high up ; and where they are used, they should 
have a very different sort of propellers from the 
flattened soup ladles used as paddles for those of 
the ' Pleiad.' 

" From Dagbo to Ojogo, a distance of at least 
forty miles, is a range of country, witha rich loamy 
soU, where cotton and coffee can be produced in 
abundance, and where a bond Jvde model garden 
could be established, under the superintendence 
of men brought from Sierra Leone. Not such a 
model g^den as that which was located on the 
rocky ground at Mount Sterling, nor one sufficient 
to realize such predictions as those of Sir 
George Stephens, in his pamphlet on the Niger 
trade, in being able to clear ita own expenses after 
a three years' cultivation of the Delta; but one 
that may be the beginning of a good work, which 
will be the best practical lesson for ^e Fellatahs. 

" And if the Government do not step in to pat 
an end to the lawlessness of the Fellatahs, all 
ideas of a successful trade with the Niger- 
Tshadda-Binu^ countries may be ^ven np. 
There can be no neutrality on the subject 
Our Government, which has unfurled the 
British banner as the ee^s of dvilization and 
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Christianity oyer the world, has stUl a weighty debt 
on her shoulders to the vast continent of Africa. 
I cannot be accused of anyattempt at declamation 
when I assert that the forty millions of money 
spent in West Indian emancipation have been 
little aUeyiation to the miseries caused by the fact 
that the inhuman slave traffic had been legalized 
amongst ns for nearly two centuries — ^that the 
voice of humanity and reli^on, the glory and 
honour of onr empire, and the practically com- 
merdal character of our country, demanded it. 
K the Government commenced the work, I have 
very Uttle doubt that in a few years hence pri- 
vate enterprize wUl do the rest : British influence 
will be extended; pillage will cease; with its ces- 
sation will flow into Central Africa all the bless- 
ings of civilization, which otherwise centuries 
could not introduce ; the trade wiU pay ; and the 
industrial resources of the country will become at 
length developed, to the peace and comfort of 
its inhabitants, and to the commercial prosperity 
of Great Britain. 

" I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

" Thomas J. Hutchinson. 

"To Maqpregor Laird, Esq., 

" 3, Mioomg Looe, Ltatdon." 
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In March of last year, a deputation conasting 
of Sir T. D. Acland, Bart., Lord Viscoxint Mid- 
dleton, Lord Calthorpe, with Beveral other gen- 
tlemen, presented a memorial to Lord Falmerston, 
on the national importance of steam navigation 
upon the river Niger, for the encouragement and 
protection of lawful commerce, and the more ef- 
fectual suppression of the slave-trade. 

This memorial was a repetition of a similar 
one presented to his Lordship in the month of 
August, 1855, after the return of the S.S. 
"Pleiad,"fromherexploring expedition of the pre- 
ceding year. To their former application the Go- 
vernment had not acceded till 1857, when a con- 
tractwas entered into with Macgregor Laird, Esq., 
to keep a small steamer on the river Niger for five 
years, for the purposes specified in the memorial, 
as well as for those of geographical exploration. 

The memorialists pointed to the fact of an an- 
nual sum of money heing voted by the British par- 
liament for the expenses <^ a steamer towards the 
encouragment and protection of commerce in 
Gambia — of aid aflfbrded to Dr. Livingstone for 
his further exploration of Eastern Africa — and of 
subeidies advanced for opening the navigation of 
the rivers of India, very jusfly submitting these 
as precedents in favour of their request 
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They mention the foct of the vessek sent up by 
Mr. Laird, ljetweenl85Tandl860, having been at- 
tackedbymaraudingtribeaofthcDelta, "whoare 
deeply interested in opposing legitimate com- 
merce, for the sake of an illicit slave-trade." 
Three of these vessels were attacked, but not by 
any persons having an interest in the slave-trade. 
This is one of the errors of a slave-trade theory ; 
for such traffic in the Bight of Biafra is like that 
recorded at Angola by Dr. Livingstone, " a thing 
spoken of in the past tense." It was the p^m-oil 
native brokers, who dwell between the districts 
where that article is manufactured, and the Bri* 
tish receiving-ships at the mouth of Brass river, 
by whom these several attacks were made. 

Further, they presented a statement, made by 
Macgregor Laird, Esq., shewing the prospectsof an 
increasing trade up the Niger, after an experience 
of three years, by which it appeared that three 
factories had been established above the Delta of 
the Niger, viz., at Aboh, Onitsha, and at thecon- 
fluence of the Niger and Tshadda. 

Mr. Laird further records : — ■ 

"At these permanent stations the produce of the 
country has been collected and prepared for 
shipment by my European and African agents, 
and it is satisfactory to state that thrar lives and 
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property have "been protected by the different 
tribes in whose territory they are located, and in 
no instance have they been subjected to insult 
or injury. 

**A free passage was offered to Missionaries of 
all denominations of the Airican race, and the 
Church Missionary and Wesleyan Misuonary 
Societies have established Schools and Churches 
at each of these stations, to the great and marked 
improvement of the. people. 

"The value of produce collected at these 
stations, and brought down the river, shows a 
gradual increase — 

"In 1857, it realized in Liverpool . . £1800 
„ 1858, „ „ 2750 

„ 1859, „ „ 8000 to 9000. 

In the last year cotton of quality equal to t^t of 
tiie Southern States of America has been brought 
down, and as it is grown extendvely on both 
banks of the river, it will form a staple article 
of export. 

*' Though these sums show that the existing 
trade cannot support a steam-vessel upon the 
river, the rate of increase holds out a ftir pros- 
pect of its doing so in the course of another three 
or four years. The great drawback is the 
hostility of the tribes in the Delta, where the 
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mer is divided into narrow and tortuous chan- 
nels, where the natives are armed with cannon 
as weU as musketry, and where they are en- 
couraged and stimulated to prevent steamers 
ascending by the chiefe and slave-traders on the 
coast" 

The Government, the memorialists, or Mr. 
Laird, do not seem to notice the fact that these 
muskets and caimon,with powder and shot, were 
sold to the people who used them, and sold, too, 
by the advocates of the extension of legitimate 
commerce as tiie best means for putting down 
the slave-trade. 

The Government granted in part the application 
of the memorialists, and the following explanation 
of Mr. Laird's regulations is extracted from the 
C'ottvn Supply Reporter, of August 10th in last 
year: — 

"3, AGnciiig Lane, London, 14tJi June, 1860. 

*' Deab SiE, — I have entered into an agreement 
with Her Majesty's Government to keep up a 
communication by steamers between ihB moutii 
of the River Niger and its confluence with the 
Chadda, for three years, commencing from the 
1st August next 

" I engage to make, if not prevented by un- 
foreseen acddents, or the hostility of tiie natives 
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in the Delta, three voyages annually — ^two as 
high as the conflaence and one to Onitaha, and to 
keep a floating depot at the mouth of the river, 
which will be visited by the mail-packet monthly. 

"It is my wish to make this arrangement avail- 
able to liberated Africans Tetumiog to their 
native countries on the banks of the Niger and 
Chadda; and in order to do so, I propose to 
charge a fixed rate of ten dollars per bead for 
deck passengers of the negro race, finding their 
own provifflons, to aU parts between the mouth of 
the river and the confluence, and to take goods 
for them at the rate of five pounds per ton 
weight or measurement for the river freight, and 
to arrange with the African Mail Company to 
take passengers and goods frum any part of the 
coast, at their printed rates of freight and pas- 
sage money, in addition to ihe above. By this 
arrangement, the passage money from Sierra 
Leone to the Niger would be twenty dollars, 
from Lagos fifteen dollars ; so that one payment 
should clear passengers or goods. 

" Passengers can only be received under the 
conditions specified in the clause marked in the 
table of fiures by the African mail-packets an- 
nexed. Each adult passenger will be allowed to 
take 281bs. of personal luggage free of freight. 
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"I think the best plan to encourage this return 
of liberated Africans and their descendants, would 
be for the Church Miswonary Society to form a 
committee of natives of the countries bordering 
on the Niger, resident at Sierra Leone and Lagos 
— to select such applicants as they deem suitable 
— ^to send out and report to them, either per- 
sonally or by letter, on iJie advantages and dis- 
advantages of such a return to the interior ; and 
if any assistance is given intended emigrants, it 
should be confined to paying their passage 
money; and I object strongly to any being 
invited to go xmtil accounts are received of the 
safe passage of the steamer through the Delta, 
and the permanent padScation of that district, 
which I hope will be accomplished this season. 

" All persons settling on the banks of the Niger 
must clearly understand that they do so at their 
own risk, both of person and property; that they 
must conform to the lawa of the country in 
which they locate themselves; and that the 
British Government does not undertake to pro- 
tect them ; in this respect they will be exactly in 
the portion of those liberated Africans who have 
settled at Abbeokuta and other parts of the 
Yoruba country. 

" I have no doubt Mr. Crowther will send full 
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reports, on his arrival at Onitsha, of the pro- 
spects for einigrants returning to Central Africa 
by the Niger, to his brethren in Sieira Leone 
and Lagos, and I would be guided greatiy by 
his opinion. 

"It is my intention to keep the 'Rainbow' 
constantly on the river ; and I am in hopes that 
during the dry season it may be found naviga- 
ble as high as Onitsha ; and my agent will have 
orders to communicate with Her Majesty's 
Consul at Lagos full information as to the times 
when a departure will take place for the interior. 
" I remain, dear sir, yours fwthfiilly, 
" Macgbegor Laied." 

There have been so many tiieories advanced 
about the best mode of civilizing the negro, 
as well as of uding him in the development 
of his country's wealth, and so many of these 
have failed to accomplish the ends for which 
they were proposed, that I confess I have no 
plan to offer. 

Of one thing, however, I must confess myself 
convinced — still to adhere to the principle which 
I enunciated six years ago — of the impossibility 
of effecting an3rthing permanently advantageous 
In the Niger trade without the aid of Govern- 
ment in the beginning. Cash, capital, and com- 
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paniea are very good things in most parts of the 
world, but what is their power when opposed to 
marauding bushmen and treacherous savages? 

There is no middle course in dealing with 
such people as those to be met with in the Delta 
of the Niger. 

It seems to me an indispensable preliminary, 
for the establishment of healthy commerce 
operations up that river, that Giovemment 
should have a gan*boat permanently attached to 
the service there for at least five years — ^that its 
first visit should be to the town fix>m whence the 
shots were fired that MUed the men in the "Rain- 
bow" steamer — that notice should be given to 
tiie inhabitants to clear out in so many hours — 
and thfU; its huts should then be levelled to the 
ground. This cannot be considered severe when 
it is remembered that no Uvea would be sacri- 
ficed, and that the building matmals to cohstiiict 
new houses can be gathered from the bush in a 
few hours. The " moral force " impression would 
be made, and the presoice of the gun-boat 
once a-year would keep this impression, as it 
were, stereotyped. In the meantime, and during 
many months of each season, the vessel might be 
cmiMng about for the benefit of her crew's 
health. To facilitate the operations of traders. 
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be they nalires or Europeans, I would likewise 
suggest that the Goveminent should estahlish a 
steamer, say such a one as the colonial steamer 
" Dover," at Gambia, to tow up and down ships 
engaged in trading. The development of trade 
in its present condition cannot compensate any 
private individual for the expense of building 
and maintaining a steamer. This vessel should 
be commanded by a merchant sailing-master, 
paid by Government, and bound in a heavy 
penalty not to trade himself. A steamer is 
necessary to tow up all vessels against the cur- 
rent of the Niger, which ia always running; 
and the experience of all the steamers that have 
gone out since 1854 (including the "Pleiad") 
demonstrates the inexpediency of having Govern- 
ment and commercial operations under one and 
the same management, more especially when 
carried on in one and the same ship. 

This tug, although armed, ought likewise to 
be fitted up in a difi^nt manner from the 
steamers of former expeditions. I do not allude 
to the disputed question of screw and paddle- 
wheels, about which I do not presume to judge, 
but to an essential matter connected with the 
safety of the lives of tdl on board — the necesuty, 
namely, of a high bulwark of metal around the 
u2 
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ship's side, to protect the men on deck from 
beinp shot down as the two poor fellows were in 
the S.S. "Rainbow." 

The passenger traffic of native emigrants and 
missionaries from Sierra Leone ought to be con- 
fined to such veaseL 

The men who theorize on the certunty of 
anti-slave-trade treaties imd the cessation of the 
slave-trade leading to the development of Africa's 
industrial resources, seem to me to be as mnch spe- 
cial reasoners in the matter aa Mr. Jameson in his 
pamphlet, inferring that the palm-oil trade became 
developed in a larger increasing ratio when its 
production was concurrent with the slave-export 
The two conditions have no relation to one 
another — except on the poat hoc ergo propter 
hoc principle. We require to go deeper into the 
sodal condition of the African races to find out 
why for the last twenty years the palm-oil produce 
in all the rivers has been at a comparative 
standstill We should study the lax industry 
which is such a prominent characteristic of the 
Ethiopian race; and, above all, we should inquire 
how much their domestic life, th^ superstitious 
sacrifices, and their civil contmtions have to do 
with the stagnation of their commerce. To my 
own knowledge, intestine broils, chiefly with the 
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interior tribes, have tended so to reduce the 
amount of palm-oil produce in Bonnj, as to 
make die proceeds of 1859 three thousand tons 
less than those of 1856. 

In addressing the audience of the Mechanics' 
Institute at Manchester, during the past year, 
Sir John Bowring observed : — " He looked with 
some doubt and hesitation at the powers of 
Africa. He had lived among the blacks, eaii did 
not find in them the elements of industry to 
which he should look for a large production.*' 
A generalization of this kind might be regarded 
with distrust, did it not emanate from a man 
with large powers of observation, and were 
it not confirmed by what I have remarked. 
Let me not be misunderstood. I condemn no 
man's idea about what he thinks the best means 
of civilizing the African, or of investing his capi- 
tal toprofitableaccount. An eminent barrister, Sir 
J. Stephen, I believe, once advanced a plan for 
draining the Delta of the Niger, and converting 
its reclaimed acres into a model garden. I do 
not censure this. But I claim the right of enter- 
taining a doubt as to its possibility, when I know 
that white men could not accomplish such a work, 
as its execution would take them off in death by 
thousands ; and I know equally well that black 
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men wouM not do it, whatever reward they 
were offered. This is entirely apart from 
tiie possibility of accomplishing such a work hy 
any human means, in which I confess I have 
no faith. 

The plan proposed a few years back, hy some 
gentleman in London, whose name I forget — " to 
cultivate the Sahara, and render England inde- 
pendent of the world for her cotton, coffee, tea 
and sugar " — may have appeared to its author 
very feasible. His design was to establish a 
joint-stock company, and to commence operations 
by conatrncting an aqueduct from the Senegal 
river to lake Tshad, or more probably vice ver- 
sd. Shrubs were to be planted — the ground of 
the desert was to be watered with watering-pots 
— and meteorology was expected to induce some 
change of climate out there that was to cause 
rain to fall — and thus, making the desert pro- 
ductive, to render England independent of the 
world." 

On Mr. Jameson's proposal to form a company 
forthedevelopmentof the Central African trade 
through the Cross river to the Niger, I have a 
few observations to make. 

Witiiout reference to the malarious swamps on 
the banks, he seems not to be aware of the ob- 
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stacles existing up the Cross river, similar to 
tbose on the Delta of the Niger and at Bonny 
— ^the ferocity of the natives towards one 
another, and the probability of their extending 
this spirit to those Europeans with whom they 
may come in contact The tribe occupying 4^e ia> 
land of Bosan, in the centre of the stream, have 
not permitted those of the Akoono-Eoono district 
to pass by, for more than twdve years, with their 
palm-oil produce ; and thus a yearly damage to a 
great extent is done to the market at Old Eala- 
bar. 

The great mistake in the plans for civilizing the 
negro seems to be that the designers forget that 
it is next to impossible to apply any one mode 
of action to all tribes, and that it is inexpedi- 
ency to endeavour to assimilate their undeve- 
loped ideas to ours, instead of brin^g our higher 
reasoningfaculties to thedevelopmentand improve- 
ment of theirs. However sensible and true may be 
the observation of Captain Allen* — " that no un- 
dertaking formed by private Individuals for pur- 
posespurely commercial can prosper in the interior 
of Africa" — ^nevertheless the plan of including 
a bazaar, with a government house, hospital, and 
barracks, seems to me to border much on the 

■ " ExpediUni to Uie Niger." Beaticy, IS48, toL, ii., page <S4. 
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chimericaL Our knowledge of the peculiaritiea of 
each tribe should teach us that a like mode of 
conduct is not applicable to aU. 

To develop the industrial resources of Africa, 
by teaching her children how to cultivate cotton 
and coffee, and to increase the manufacture of 
palm-oil, seems to me the first step. It is a ques- 
tion worth the consideration of the legislative 
coundls of our colonies in Western Africa, if the 
encouragement of the pawning ^tem* would 
forward this object; but if private or Government 
enterprise can do nothing better towards the 
civilization of AMca, than what it has done np 
to this time — ^namely, making rum and guns and 
powder our chief articles of e^ort in exchange 
for native produce — ^they cannot hope that the 
barbarous tribes of Ethiopia will be much more 
advanced in comfort or civilization a century 
hence than they are at the present time. 

* Vide Cluipl«r I. 
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Despotic Goremmant in the PAlm-<nl RiTen — Pilotage uid Tni- 
ing Comeys at BrasB, New Kalabor, and Bonn; — Commence- 
ment of lYonblee in Bonnj on the Dethronement ol King 
Pepplo— New Articlee to Treaty in January, 1864, oonstitutilig 
Dappo King — Abolition of Trading made imperatif e on the 
part ot the Governing Head in Bonny — Prohibition of Chop- 
ping Oil, or <A going to War — Eetablishment of Quadruple Re- 
gKicy — CaoBW of the Inefficiency c£ ench a Fonn of GoTenunent 
— Proved by the Expoience of Five Years — No Fonndation for 
Ring PeptJe^B Claims on the British Goremment for Indvonity 
— >Fact of his Dethronement emanating from his own Fec^>le — 
British AathoritisB having no Power to nominate or reinstate a 
King in an African Neutral Territory — Letter to the Bonnj 
Snperoar^Dw. 

The principles of native goTemment, which 
exist amongst all the tribes on the banks of the 
palm-oil rivers, are purely demotic. 

At Brass the governing power is divided 
between Keyab, head of the ObuUumabry dis- 
trict, nephew of the late King Boy, and 
Orishima, a nephew of die late King Jacket, 



n,g,i,7cd by Google 



170 COMBY. 

who holds the r^a over the Bassambry tern- 
tory. 

The trade regulations enjoin the payment of 
dxteen pieces of cloth, or eighty bars of other 
merchandize, for the pilotage of vessels entering 
and proceeding up this river ; and for vessels 
leaving the river twenty pieces of doth, or a 
hundred bars of other merchandize. 

The "comey" for vessels coming here for 
trading purposes is at the rate of one puncheon's 
worth of palm-oil, reduced to British goods, 
paid for each mast carried by a ship. 

Besides this, there exists another comey in the 
shape of a bar levied by the supercargo on every 
puncheon of palm-oil brought for sale. This 
is of course out of the property of the man who 
owns the palm-oil, and is expected to be levied 
in behoof of the monarch by the British 
trader. 

Amongst these goveming heads there does 
not exist the same open daring spirit of defiant 
opposition to British influence which we recog- 
nize in D^omey, Ashantee, and elsewhere. 
As in Bonny and Ealabar, a spirit of commercial 
elevation is rising here amongst certain men, 
which exercdses the same conmianding influ- 
ence in the councils of the people that the al- 
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mighty dollar does in other pi^ts of the world. For 
example, Keya and Oriahima are held with a Bort 
of curb by the native palm-oil traders, who urge 
them in "palaver" debates to expend their comey 
in setUing difiputes that may in any way tend to 
intercept the communic^on with the interior 
palm-oil markets of the Brass brokers. The 
house of Gun, which- divided the sovereignty 
with Boy for some time after the death of its 
head, kept the latter in check, till Keya, on the 
sudden death of Amanga (a descendant of Gun's), 
came in to be undisputed ruler. 

By one of the provisions of their native code for 
the regulation of trading with white men, it is 
enacted, "that long detentions having heretofore 
occurred in trade, and much angry feeling having 
been excited in the natives' minds from the de- 
struction by white men (in their ignorance of the 
superstitions and customs of the country) of a 
certain species of boa-constrictor that visits the 
cask-houses, and which is 'ju-ju' or sacred to 
the Brass men, it is hereby forbidden to all 
British subjects to destroy or harm any such 
snake ; but they are required, on finding any of 
these reptiles on their premises, to ^ve notice 
to the chief man in Twa, who is to come and 
remove it away." 
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The chiefe d Brass district sre the only ones 
in either the Bight of Benin or of Biafra with 
whom no anti-slave-trade treaty has been entered 
into. Nevertheless, no foreign export of slaves 
is carried on &om this any more than from the 
other rivers, whose chiefs have been pud by our 
Government an indemnity for its suppression. 

Up New Kalabar river King Amacree may be 
Sfud to be the undisputed reigning head, although 
held in check socially by the superstitious 
tomfoolery of a ju-ju king, named Akoko 
(the death of one of these potentates is re- 
corded elsewhere); and commerdally by a family 
named Barboy, who are first-class traders, 
and believed by some persons to have a 
presumptive right to the monarchy of New 
Ealabar. 

The adoption of the principle of free-trade in 
these places would appear to me very unjust, 
inasmuch as the native brokers are obliged to 
pay comey at all the native towns by which 
they pass in conveying palm-oil from the interior 
markets. In all the rivers of the Bights, how- 
ever, the subject of the abolition of " comey " 
has been mooted from time to time. 

In New Kalabar and Bonny, as well as at 
Brass, there existed for a considerable time 
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what was styled the " Bar comej." This was a 
customs duty, independent of the ordinary port 
dues. The trader who was entitled to receive 
this oomey was one to whose family away the 
other native traders were subservient; and it was 
levied at the rate of one bar per puncheon for all 
the oil going on board any ship. To ensure 
accuracy in the payment of this duty, a small 
boy was generally placed in the vessel to keep 
tally. 

It was frequently collected by the super- 
cargo for the native trader to whom it was due; 
and occasionally the supercargo made a contract 
in the gross for an amount of about five pun- 
cheons worth of palm oil as the total of the 
trading voyage. 

It was the commencement of a troublesome 
crisis in the social and commercial history of 
Bonny when King Dappo was constituted as the 
legitimate successor to the deposed king Fepple^ 
The dauses of this nomination act were agreed to 
in Bonny Equity Court House, on 23rd Januaiy, 
1854, and ratified by Consul Beecroft, in presence 
of Lieut. C. H. Young, commanding H.M.S.S. 
"Antelope," and a number of native traders. The 
very first article embodies ideas directly opposed 
to an principles of African government. It pro- 
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hibits the new king from trading directly, or in- 
directly (by giving trust to Bonny men) ; it al- 
lows to him for his support two-thirds of the 
comey of every ship coming to trade in the 
river, applying the other third to meet l^e ex- 
igencies of the country ; each party also con- 
tributing sufficient for tiie support of Pepple out 
of their shares, provided be is not possessed of 
sufficient means of his own. By one of its pro- 
Yi»0DS it allots a puncheon of oil as a reward to 
any person who shall give information respecting 
any breach, on the part of his majesty, of the 
agreement by which he is bound not to trade — 
ibjja placing him under the constant survdllance 
of spies who are paid for giving information 
touching his delinquencies. 

Seizing oil for debts, and the imprisonment ot 
traders for the same reason, were abolished by 
these r^ulations. 

The other clauses of this code ordained that 
the king or chief should not go to war 
with neighbouring tribes without informing 
the supercargoes of the reason and necessity 
for so doing ; and that he should pay his 
debte before beginning any aggressive war- 
fitre : of course an exception was made in case of 
a war for self-defence. The headmoi, officers, 
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and slaves of the deposed king were allowed to 
trade, whilst Yanibo and Ishaca^Hwo adherents 
of Pepple's house — were from that time forward to 
be considered chiefe of Bonny, and to take their 
place accordingly. 

Twelve months passed away, and showed the 
transitory nature of empire in Bonny, as in other 
parts of the world. During that year king Dap- 
po died, and Consul BeecrofC also was called 
to his last account 

Dappo having left no successor, save an infant, 
it was considered necessary for the orderly go- 
vernment of the country to constitute a regency ; 
and accordingly this form of executive, though 
somewhat aftier the model of the provisional go- 
vemmentin France, was ordained, pursuantto the 
following declaration : — 

" Whereas, in coiuequence of the death of king 
Dappo, of this river, it has become necessary to 
establish a regency until an heir shall become of 
age, for the government of the country, and the 
protection of British interests — and for the fiil61' 
ment of the existing treaties, slave-trade and com- 
mercial — ^we do hereby nominate, appoint, and 
empower the undermentioned chie& to act as and 
constitute that regency, viz ; — 

" Anne Pbpplb. Captaik Hart. 

Ada Allison. ManOiLA Peffle. 



\ 
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" The last of these four chiefs, Manilla Pepple,. 
in all cases consulting with Bannego and Oko 
Jumbo, two gentlemen of the river. 

"We, therefore, empower thesechiefe, constitut- 
ing that regency, to act as may be required of 
them for the good government of the country ; 
and that all British subjects will abide by the 
requests or decisions of such regency, and refer 
aU matters or questions of dispute to them. 

" Given under our hands, on boM?d Her Britan- 
nic Majesty's Ship * Philomel,' lying in the river 
Bonny, thb 11th day of September, 1855. 
*' J. W. B. Ltnslageb, 

•> Acting Brituh Consul, Bight of Biafra. 

" John McD, Skene, 

" Commander of H-B-M.*!) Steam-Teasel ' PMlomel,' 
and Senior Officer, Bi^ta DiTimon." 

The experience of five years has taught the 
British aa well as the native traders that this 
government has been no more than a mockery 
and delurion, its paternal care of the country, and 
its protective guardianship over British liie and 
property,being alike deceptive. The four Regents, 
so styled, were the representative heads of four 
houses, which never lived in amity or unanimity ; 
they had their littie jealousies of trade as well as 
their domestic sodal bickerings; they took the 
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comey, but never joined in concert to expend it for 
obtaining peace in tlieir own immediate circle, or 
in the interior country markets; consequently 
civil war was ever rife around and about them, 
as there existed in the Bonny territory no strong- 
handed man like Pepple to put down such dis- 
turbances, leading to an immense loss of British 
property, by the mastery of physical force. For, 
afiier all, it is sad to be obliged to confess that 
despotism is the only form of government which 
is calculated to preserve law and order in the 
present social degradation of the native Afiicans. 
Even the mobocracy, who obliged the Regents 
to do as they pleased, became at length anxious 
for Pepple's return. Combined as they were of so 
many comflictiiig parties, representing the four 
houses, they distrusted one another, and conse- 
quently were afraid of making unanimous appeal. 
A civil war in the town of Bonny, which had 
occurred just afiter Dappo's death, and which had 
obliged Yaniba and Itschaca to seek for shelter at 
Fernando Po, may have been a moral force im- 
pediment. Dappo's son was only three years 
old when his father died; and as a long time 
would intervene before he could assume the 
government of the country, the people wished for 
Pepple's return. 
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But although all Pepple's followers were 
exterminated in the last civil war, and althoiigh 
during hiB reign the majority of the inhabitants 
acknowledged Dappo to have been the lawful heir 
to the throne, they privately urged the super- 
cargoes to apply to me, to aid in Pepple's re- 
turn. 

It will be observed that this application, com- 
ing as if from the supercargoes themselves, could 
not have the support of Her Majesty's govern- 
ment. I pointed out to them, according to the 
additional articles to the commemal treaty with 
Bonny, signed on the 23rd of January, 1854, 
in presence of Consul Beecroft and Commander 
Young, that the native chiefs and traders were 
the only persons whose names were signed to 
that document — that they bad exercised their 
national prerogative to depose Pepple and elect 
Dappo as king — and that it was their prescriptive 
right to do so. T likewise gave it as my opinion 
to the supercargoes, that no British subjects, 
whether they bear Her Majesty's commission or 
not, have authority to supersede, nominate, or 
reinstate an African potentate at the head of 
his tribe or country in any place outside British 
territory, without the consent of the people who 
are his constituents. The law of nations defined 
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by Montesquieu to be "founded upon justice, 
equity, convenience, and the reason of the thing," 
is directly opposed to our taking upon ourselves 
any such prerogative as a benefit to our commer- 
cial interests. Were we to take it upon ourselves 
to nominate Pepple as king, and did scenes of 
bloodshed ensue, such as thcrae of late occurrence, 
the consequences to our trade, as well as to our 
feelings of humanity, would be disastrous. 

Supposing such calamitous occurrences did 
not result, no French or American trader coming 
here need obey the ordinance of a man placed in 
power by British authority. There were other 
trifling contingencies, too, that seemed to put 
out of question the possibility of Pepple's return- 
ing to assume the position of a governing mon- 
arch ; namely, that he owned no canoes, possessed 
no house or property in Bonny, and had not one 
ungle adherent of his family at that place. 

I deem it my duty to explMn here the want 
of foundation in Pepple's claims on the British 
Government for compensation, with reference to 
the fact of his being deposed from the sove- 
reignty. 

Pepple applied to Mr. Beecroft,* after he had 

* Vide Jotunal, enclosore No 1, in Shve-tnide 48, Febniarj 
SOth, 18H; Clan B, April lat to Mudi Slet, 1865. 

n2 
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been deposed, requesting that he might be taken to 
Fernando Po, to be there under his protection. 

In bis letter to Mr. Beecroft, dated Clarence, 
7th of June, 1854, he writes ; — 

"Your being Her Majesty's representative 
here led me throw myself into your hands, to 
come to Fernando Po ; " and a letter from aU the 
chiefs and traders in the river Bonny, which 
was written to Mr. Beecroft previous to bis visit 
in Her Majesty's ship " Antelope," 19th of Janu- 
ary, 1854, announced ; "We accordingly declared 
him no longer king."* Consequently Mr. Bee- 
croft had nothing to do with removing him from 
his sovereignty. His proceeding to Sierra Leone 
from Ascension, and from Sierra Leone to Eng- 
land, was neither carried out nor sanctioned 
through the instrumentality or with the con- 
sentof Her Majesty's Government; therefore, send- 
ing him back again to Bonny, even if be should 
comply with the wishes of his people (conveyed 
indirectly through the British supercargoes), is 
a matter in which all those most nearly con- 
cerned should take the primary steps of providing 
for the expense of the voyage, of securing peace 
to his country, and of assuring protection -to 
British interesta 

* Yiia encloeure No. 2, in SUTe-trade 48, ui ante. 
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I subjoin a letter of thanks which I presumed 
to give five years ago to the Bonny supercar- 
goes, joined with some opinions on their trading 
transactions. I do this because the principles 
contained therein are equally applicable to other 
trading communities : — 

" British Coiiaiilaite, FeroKoAo Po, 
"April 24th, 1866. 
'* To the Chairman and Members of the 
Court of Equity, Bonsj. 

" Gentlemen, — Your kind and courteous let- 



1 in my hand as 1 was about to leave 
Bonny in H.M.S.S. ' Bloodhound,' on the 10th 
inat., I had not the opportimxty to reply to and 
thank you for till now. 

"Believe me when I assure you that, al- 
though I cannot feel conscious of meriting, in the 
slightest degree, the high compliments ptud to 
me in that letter, the reception of such an honour 
from the representatives of the merchant princes 
of Liverpool will ever be duly appreciated by 
me. My duty to my Government and my 
country cannot fail to be kept before my mind 
by such approbation ; and when I remember the 
source whence it conies from — ' gentlemen who 
are first among the first' of African traders — the 
pleasure and gratification of it are doubly en- 
hanced. 
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" Although yet but a neophyte in consular 
duties, and much the junior in years of the 
majority of members of your court, I trust you 
will not consider I am oversteppiDg the bounds 
of my duty in ^ving you my opinion of some 
matters relative to your Equity Court. 

" I wish the Bonny Equity Court to be con- 
sidered the model after which institutions of its 
kind are formed in the Bight of Biafra. There 
are many reasons why this ought to be so, and 
which are unnecessary for me to explain now. 
In order to keep it worthy of imitation, it 
should be a Court of Justice, in the amplest 
meaning of the word ; and it ought to be an 
institution for the protection of your own in- 
terests as traders, for the generation and nurture 
of amity amongst your body, as well as for the 
endeavour to establish a feeling of confidence 
between the native traders and yourselves in 
commercial matters. I say commercial matters, 
because I believe that a great deal of injury may 
arise from the supercargoes meddling in any 
way in the social laws, prejudices, or customs of 
the natives. 

" When you remember that thirty years ago 
fwrs were held in Bonny for the sale of slaves 
once or twice a-week — and when you know that, 
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from July 1854 to July 1855, above sixteen 
thousand tons of oil have heen sent from tbia 
and New Kalabar rivers to liverpool, you will 
consider that, in such a short space of time, it is 
very hard to expect of the people the growth of 
their knowledge in the morale of civilization to 
proceed jKiri passu with that of their nascent con- 
sciousness as to how advantageous to their coun- 
try's interests are becoming their relations with 
Great Britain. This is their first^acquired 
learning ; and you know as well as I do that 
civilization is in no part of the world the growth 
of a angle day. Moreover, you are aware, aa I 
have recognized it on my late visit to Bonny, 
that the slaves — men of that class which was 
formerly the market commodity there — are grow- 
ing up to know that they have as much liberty 
to trade as the head men. 

"Knowledge such as this will, I have no 
doubt, eventually cause revolutions in the prin- 
dpal African kingdoms; and you will find it 
cannot be for your interests in the slightest 
degree to interfere with any of the social strug- 
gles that such a changing condition of affairs is 
likely to lead to, mixed up as they will doubtless 
be with their andent follies, superstitions, and 
brutalities. 
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" I would not presume to write to you thus, 
but that I feel confident you will tafce my 
opinions as they are intended — ^not as implying 
the preaumption of oflFering advice, but as mere 
grounds for your own co^tation and reflection. 

" I quite agree with you that nothing would 
conduce so materially to the prosperity of the 
Bight of Biafra trade as a man-of-war placed here 
at my disposal for frequent visits to the rivers 
within my jurisdiction. I am sending your 
letter home to Lord Clarendon ; and I have 
every confidence that when the war is terminated, 
and his lordship can turn his attention to AMca, 
the condition of this part of the world will not 
be neglected. 

"Accept each of you individually my best 
wishes for your health, happiness, and pros- 
perity; and believe me, gentlemen, your obe- 
dient servant, 

"Thos. J. Hutchinson, 

"H.B.M.'iConeiiL" 
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Conunercial Dealings is the P&lm-oil RiTets — The NatireB' Dicrtmat 
of European Traden — Rer. Jaiaes Martineau (m the Cycle of 
Credit — Indiacrimiiutte Trust given by the Supercargoes 
at Old Kalabar — Letter of Sir J. Emeraon Tennont to African 
Merchanta at LiTerpool — Limit«d Trust Recommended, com- 
menBurate vitfa the Aimnal Produce of the River — Suggestion of 
adopting the Hulk System — Opinion of Govemmeat on the Ar- 
bitrary Conduct of Snpercargow in Old Ealabar— Advice given 
to the Supercargoes of their Trust being a mere Speculation — 
System of Chopping Oil — Adoption of Native Lairs for Reco- 
very of Debts — Present Code of Commercial r^ulations np the 
Old Kalabar — Author's Attempt to improve them— Wit^ '^'W 
of Advice to Supereargoes. 

All men who take an interest in the commercial 
probity of the Britiab nation will regret to see 
such a paragraph as the following, endorsed by 
one who has reason to know its truth : — 

" Next to the abolition of the marts for slaves in 
Cuba, we bdieve that legitimate commerce, carried 
on by honest agents, and on an equitable system, 
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ia the one thing needful to extirpate the heinous 
practice of bartering human beings. Before this 
can be introduced, however, a complete change 
must come over the spirit of modem commercial 
enterprise with the Airican coast. Trade, as now 
carried on to that re^on, is not conducted on the 
principles of fair dealing, if we are to credit the 
accounts which reach us from those who are on 
the spot, andhaveabundantopportnnity of judg- 
ing. Hence has risen a spirit of distrust on the 
part of the African traders towards Europeans, 
which, though it may not, and in fact do<es not stop 
trade, considerably impedes its development, and 
operates prejudidally in other respects. In no 
direction does it do this more than in causing the 
coast chie& to prefer the old trade in slaves to any 
other, for at least they have an appreciation of the 
market value of a man, at any ^ven time; whereas 
the market-value of a cask of palm-oil not only 
varies with the coming of every ship, but de- 
pends on the conscientiousness of the trader. 
We can assert, on authority, that were legitimate 
trading prosecuted on equitable principles, the 
coast trade would speedily augment to at least 
two-fold its present extent."* 

The trust system has been the cause of all this 

■ Anti-Slavery Reporter, April 1st, 1866. 
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— a system having no foundation on any princi- 
ples like those laid down in a " Discourse upon 
Commercial Morals," by the Rev. James Mar- 
tineau, in which he says : — 

" Credit is essentially a reliance upon charac- 
ter during the currency of a transaction ; and 
with the cycle of the transaction it should ever 
be susceptible of close. Restrained within these 
limits, the mere existence of incomplete and un- 
realised transactions constitutes no offence against 
the. apostle's precept, provided the balance sheet 
which records them be at every moment unambigvr 
ously rights and be reviewed at intervab too short 
for danger to creep in. This is the one point on 
which the question of integrity surely turns. And 
here it is that, to the eye of the mere outward 
observer, the modem notions of honour seem to 
be in danger of deplorable decline. There ought 
to be no difference on these questions between 
the invariable sentiment of the Christian mora- 
list and the feeling of the man of business. But 
in the rapid expansion of relations and the haste of 
human affairs practices slide insensibly into emstence, 
and get a footing as usages, before any conscience 
has time to estimate them ; and when they have won 
the sanction of prescription, they soon shape con- 
sciences to suit them, and laugh at the moral critic 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



188 r-AXITT OV COMMERCIAL PRINCIPLE. 

as a simpleton, and hurry on to ike crash of iocial 
retribu^on" 

The clash of retribution in financial losses has 
not yet come to all, though it has to some ; and 
the continuance of this laxity of commercial 
principle has been productive of worse results to 
trade than I would venture to describe. 

From the first day of my official connexion 
■with the rivers in the Bight of Biafra — more 
especially with one, the Old Kalabar — I endea- 
voured to impress on the representatives of Bri- 
tish merchants the wrong of their resorting to 
native law for the recovery of debts which in 
their extent so fer outraged the cycle of healthy 
commerce. Common sense should have taught 
them, as well as the merchants at home, the 
difficulty of loading ten thousand tons of ship- 
ping — an amount of tonnage frequently there — 
in a river whose annual produce has never been 
known to exceed three thousand tons of palm- 
oil. The recommendation which I gave, with a 
view to check the growing spirit of discontent 
and distrust amongst them, is well conveyed in 
the following letter sent by the Board of Trade 
to the African Association at Liverpool, which I 
have received liberty from the Right Honourable 
the Lords' Committee of Privy Coundl for Trade 
to insert here : — 

n,g,i,.,.a by Google 



LBTTEB TO THB AFBICAN ASSOCIATION. 189 

" Office ot Conunittee of PriTj-Coanci] for Trtda, 
« Whitehall, 28th of lAnj, 1867. 

"SiE, — I am directed by the Lords of the 
Committee of Privy-CouncD for Trade to invite 
(through the inetrumentality of your Associa- 
tion) the earnest attention of the merchants inte- 
rested in the trade of the west coast of Africa to 
the state of things that exists there at the present 
moment ; and to the danger that, if the trade car- 
ried on with the natives be not speedily phiced 
on a more legitimate and sounder footing, the 
development of the resources of that region, 
which is now seriously retarded, may be ulti- 
matelychecked, and a lucrative commerce, suscep- 
tible of infinite extension, may eventually decline, 
or be altogether withdrawn firom European en- 
trerprise. 

"Complfunts are received by Her Britannic 
Majesty's Secretary of State, by nearly every 
maH from the African coast, against the 
arbitrary and unjust proceedings of the British 
supercargoes towards the native chiefe and 
traders — of violence to their persons, and the 
forcible detention of their goods; and there is 
reason to apprehend that, ruined by their share 
in their transactions, or disheartened and dis- 
gusted by an occupation in which they do not 
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find ultimate advantage, these native dealers are 
occasionally driven to abandon peaceful and 
industrious pursuits, and betake tbemselves 
ag^ to civil anarchy and the slave-trade. 

"Without ascribing this discouragement 
wholly to one cause, my lords cannot doubt that 
it ia attributable in a great degree to the system 
of excessive credits, on which, at the present, 
the barter with the African middle-traders is 
mainly carried on by the representatives of 
British houses in the Kalabar, Eameroons, and 
other rivers of Western Afiica. 

" To so great an extent is this act^ upon, that 
Her Majesty'sconsulfortheBightofBiafra, writing 
to the Secretary of State on the 2l8t of February 
last, states that it has been represented to him 
that at that moment from nine to eleven thotf- 
sand tons of palm-oil were due by the native 
traders in one single river, the Old Ealabar, 
where the annual produce does not exceed one 
third of that quantil^. Thus, in a single district 
the entire produce of three prospective years 
would be absorbed to discharge the obligations 
of one. 

"This alone is a serious consideration in the 
case of an undvilized people unable to renst the 
temptation of excesdve credit in the first in- 
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Stance; and afterwards impelled, rather than 
discharge engagementa of such old standing, to 
convert their available goods to their own imme- 
diate profit, to the disregard of their creditors' 
claims. 

" But to this dishonest course the natives fee) 
themselves impelled by another consideration, 
which, however indefensible in itself, is still suffi- 
dent in their eyes to justify evasion. 

"The pricesat which European artidesare pressed 
upon them in the first instance are nnnecessarily 
exorbitant, in order to admit of a profit to the 
British adventurer, who thus intrusta his pro- 
perty to a native about to set off to the interior 
in search of AMcan produce, with which, after 
a lapse of one or two years, he may or may not 
return to discharge his debts. The only security 
of which the supercargo can avul himsdf in 
such circumstances is to place so high a nominal 
value on the goods which he advances, as may 
protect his employers against partial default, and 
cover not only the risk but the actual cost of 
shipping long detained in the rivers to await the 
returns from the speculative investments, with 
all tlie inddental charges for interest of money, 
insurance, depreciation, commission, wages, and 
outlay on the crews. It is not to he wondered 
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that the native debtor, aware of the disadvanta- 
geous terms on which he had originally contracted 
his engagement, on returning to the coast, and 
bringing with him the articles collected during 
his long (arcuit in the interior, should hesitate to 
deliver them to the creditor, and should yield to 
the bait of better terms offered by a rival Euro- 
pean agent. 

" Such a system of comparatively unlimited 
credits, by tempting the native into debt, fosters 
the tendency to dishonesty in him ; whilst the su- 
percargo, for the assertion of his own right, finds 
himself in a condition to resort to force — and 
force which may appear ostensibly justifiable un- 
der such circumstances is apt to extend itself to 
other-cases in which justice is less colourable; and 
the system degenerates into habitual fraud on 
the one hand, and systematic violence on the 
other. In such a struggle it must be obvious 
that leptimate trade cannot long endure ; and it 
has already been represented to Her Majesty's 
Grovemment that civil commotions, which fre- 
quently agitate the coast and threaten destruction 
to European as well as to native life and proper- 
ty, are probably encouraged by men rendered 
desperate by unsuccessful dealings with Euro- 
peans, who hope to escape in the confusion ; and 
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that such individualB eveotuallj betake them- 
selves to a life of turbulence and slaving. 

"With a view to apply a check to the further 
growth of this sptem, it has been pressed on the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that it will 
be expedient to bring back the system of trading 
in the Afincan rivers to a sounder and more le- 
gitimate condition, by calling the attention of 
those interested to the propriety of greatly con- 
tracting the present facilities of credit between 
their supercargoes and the natives dealers. The 
Consul of Biafra suggests, with this view, that in 
his opinion the best plan whereby the merchants 
of Liverpool embarked in the African trade can 
extricate themselves from the probability of se- 
rious losses is by instructing th^ supercargoes 
(and rendering it incumbent on them to obey 
these instructions), not to give out more than a 
certain amount of trust, in proportion to the 
yearly produce and the amount of tonnage in the 
rivers ; and that they should make it a general 
rule, that where an amount of oil is brought to 
a ship for sale, at least one-third of it should be 
placed to the credit of the old account, and the 
remunder paid for in goods on delivery. 

"Mr. Hutchinson is fhrtlier of opinion, that 'to 
avoid competition between two agenta of one 
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house, the hulk system, aa adopted hy Messrs. Hora- 
faU, in Brass and Ealabar, Kameroons and Bon- 
ny, would be far the best ; because common 
sense should teach that a single vessel on shore 
would be a much more profitable investment 
than sending out four vessels in charge of two 
different supercargoes — ^if from no other reason 
than the saving of expense of insurance, of offi- 
cers' and seamen's wages, and of the wear and 
tear of the ships.' These recommendations, ema- 
nating from a gentleman of Mr. Hutchinson's ex- 
perience and opportunities of observation, appear 
to my lords eminently worthy of the attention of 
the .merchants interested in the African trade ; 
and their adoption would probably remove one 
source to which the evils adverted to are very dis- 
tinctly to be traced. 

"I have, at the same time, been instructed to 
intimate that measures will be taken to control 
the violent conduct so frequently exhibited by 
supercargoes in the African rivers, that addi- 
tional powers will be conferred for this purpose, 
and that Her Majest^s Government will rely on 
the great mercantile houses interested in the 
development and permanent prosperity of the 
African trade, to co-operate with them, and, by 
their le^timate authority over their agents on 
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those riveTS, to pat an end to those practices 
which have hitherto prejudiced lawful com- 
merce, and hereafter, if not checked, to be pro- 
ductive of still more seriouB eviL — I am, &c., 
(Signed) " J. Emerson Tebsaht. 

"The Secretaij to the AsMoiAtton of Msrchante 
" IVadiag to the Wart of Africa, LiTerpool," 

On more than one occasion I have felt obliged 
to tell the British supercargoes io Old Kalabar, 
that " they did not seem to me to know that trade 
on all African rivers, where trust is given, can 
be regarded only as a speculation, inasmuch as 
there exists no iDtemational code of commerce be- 
tween Great Britain and these countries, where- 
by they might be enabled to recover their debts 
by dvil jurisdiction. The moral force of a con- 
sul, aided by the physical power of a man-of-war, 
coald not he applied to this purpose. And where 
a supercargo, as was often the case, had recourse to 
a custom of the country in seizing one man's goods, 
or imprisoning one man's person, for a debt due 
by another, it put aside the posdbility of a 
remonstrance on the consul's part for the pay- 
ment of a debt. For such a step as this was 
hut the precursor of lawlessness, in leading the 
other supercargoes (deprived for the time of 
02 
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tbe captured man's trade) to urge the native 
traders to reprisal" 

This system of seizing, or, as it was entitled, 
"chopping," a trader or his palm-oil was a 
part of the Egho institution. On no part of 
the coast was moral force more of a " force " 
than up this river. To gather together the con- 
flicting temperaments of the Kalabar super- 
cargoes, and amalgamate them into unanimity of 
action, was a task more than Herculean. And 
as long as the system of unlimited trust continues 
to be followed — aa long as recourse is had to 
native laws — -whilst the merchants of England 
seDd an amount of tonnage quadrupling the an- 
nual amountof tbe country's produce-— so long it 
will not be posable to make commerce in that river 
what honest trade ought to be everywhere. The 
exbting statute, by which the by-laws and regula- 
tions for trading matters between the British su- 
percargoes and tbe nativeswere settled, was agreed 
to at a conference held on board the ship " A&ica," 
Captain Cuthbertson, lying off Duketown, 
Old Kalabar, on the 17th of April, 1852. It 
was ratified by Consul Beecroft, then on an 
offidal vbit to the river in H.M.S.S. " Blood- 
hound." Amongst its provisions one is, that the 
*' comey " (or custom bar), levied at the rate of 
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twenty coppers per re^tered ton, be pud in the 
proportion of two-tbirds to King Eyo, and one- 
tbird to King Duke Ephraim — ^tbe former being 
tbe bead potentate of Greektown, as well as the 
most extensive trader m tbe country, and the 
latter being chief over Duketown. 

Tbe fourth article of this statute, which enjoins 
that compulsory trust be abolished, and that 
supercargoes be allowed to pm-chase oil if brought 
alongside, was perfectly useless ; as well on ac- 
count of the large amount of trust which stood 
in the hands of the native traders, as from tbe 
fact that the new arrivals in the river found it 
impossible to buy oil without giving credit. If 
a native trader were courageous enough to venture 
to a ship with the view of selling his oil, it was 
sure to be " chopped " in ifa progress before arriv- 
ing at its original destination. This system led 
to mutual distrust amongst tbe supercargoes, tbe 
most prominent symptom of which was, that the 
treaty made by Consul Beecroft was broken in 
some of its most important provisions before the 
vessel which bore him bad crossed the river bar 
on her return to Fernando Po. 

The fifteenth article, which provided that 
" should any person take trust firom any vessel, 
and be unable to pay bis debts, his house and 
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property should be forfeited and sold by the king 
and duke," was equally unavailing; for each trader 
being in debt to several supercargoes, of course 
none would be satisfied to let the house and pro- 
perty of a man be sold for the payment of a ^gle 
contract 

When 1 visited this river in September, 1856, 
on board H.M.S.S. *' Myrmidon," I tried to make 
stronger the ties of friendship between the native 
and British traders, by suggesting a few additions 
to their by-laws, and propoang that they should 
open an equity court for mutual protection and 
the cultivation of mutual amenities. At this 
time several natives of Kalabar, who had been 
formerly sold out of this country as slaves, anA 
who had been emancipated as well as educated at 
Sierra Leone, were sent down here by the Rev. Mr. 
Jones of the Fouraboh Grrammar School, no doubt 
in the prwseworthy hope that, returning to the 
" Jerusalem of their younger days," they would 
spread the blessings of civilization and Christi- 
anity over the pagan landof their birth. The 
manner in which these men commenced this work 
was by assisting the native traders to ship oU for 
England in the mail steamer, although this oil 
had been bought and paid for from the cargoes 
of vessels then in the river. 
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To try and obviate such a practice, of palpable 
injustice and injury to British property, it was 
deemed expedient to insert the following as a 
provision in the new code : — 

"Article 12. — That no man can be recognised 
aa a le^timate trader in the country unless he 
pay, through the court, a comey of twenty thou- 
sand coppers per annum for the privileges of 
purchasing and shipping oil, and that persons 
who may attempt trading without paying such 
comey shall be liable to have their oU seized as 
smuggled produce and delivered to the supercar- 
go next in rotation to leave the river, he giving 
to the king an acknowledgment in book or books 
for debte to the like amount due to him." 

On the face of it this may seem to be pro- 
tecting a monopoly ; but it wiU appear nothing 
of the kind when the reader comes to consider 
the immense amoant of British property that was 
out on trust — amounting at this time to more 
than two-and-a-half years annual produce of the 
country. Moreover, the protective comey did 
not exceed in amount what two vessels of five 
hundred tons each would be obliged to pay at 
any time. 

The supercargoes wrote to me a letter of thanks 
for the regulations which I then instituted, and 
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which may be seen by those curious in the matter, 
in Hertslet's "Commercial and Slave-Trade Trea- 
ties, Laws, &c." • After some personal compli- 
ments they expressed themselves as confident 
that, under the goveroment of the Equity Court, 
their trading connexions with the natives would 
soon assume a more healthy condition than 
before. 

To this I replied as follows : — 

" BritiBh Consnlate, Fenuwdo Fo, 
" October 16th, 1866. 
" To tlie SapercargoM of Old K&l&bu River. 

"Gentlemen, — Your letter of 4th October 
gives me more pleasure from the sentiments it 
expresses of your confidence in the establishment 
of the Equity Court, than from the high and un- 
merited conjplimenta you pay to myself. True, 
I have been longer acquaint^ with the pecu- 
liarities of your trade than with those of any 
other river in Western Africa ; and therefore I 
should feel doubly interested in the prosperity of 
your commercial dealings with the native 
traders. 

" I trust you will not be offended with me for 
saying, that ever since my first viat to the Old 
Kalabar river in 1850, I have lamented the defi- 

•VoLx., page 686. 
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tneiM^ of commercial morality which I saw 
existing between the supercargo^ and the 
natives. I know very well that the present 
body of supercargoes ought not to be blamed for 
by-laws and regulations that were firamed and 
put into practice by their predecessors ; and al* 
though I believe that reform of old abuses can- 
not be effected in a day, I ^ve it to you can- 
didly as my opinion, that the establishment of an 
Equity Court such as that you have just formed 
seems to me to be the most efiectnal means of 
generating a feeling of confidence between your 
body and the natives, and a more healthy condi- 
tion of amity between yourselves than has hither^ 
to existed. 

" And let me assure you, as a point of my 
belief^ that without simultaneous and sym- 
pathetic action in trading matters things will 
always be at odds and ends amongst you. I do 
not desire to see men unanimous in their pri- 
vate tastes and habits ; for, without differences 
of sentiments and sensations, the world would 
not go round so harmoniously as it does. 

" For examples in commercial xmanimity look 
at the com exchanges, the stock exchanges, the 
"whole series of mercantile communities at home, 
and you wUl see that they are governed as well 
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as kept in prosperity by the unanimity of their 
members. Let it not be said that in the infantile 
trade of Africa the elements of discord are your 
upholding prop; for depend upon it, these 
elements have not an invigorating or enduring 
power. 

" The pecular position in which you are placed, 
having so many thousand pounds worth of 
goods out on trust with the natives, has induced 
me to assent to a few provisions in the code of 
bye-laws, for the government of your Equity 
Court, that I would not otherwise have sanc- 
tioned ; but I trust that time will do away with 
the necessity of these (Articles 18 and 22) ; 
and it is my firm conviction that you will find 
yourselves in a more independent position, and 
your merchants' property less liable to be 
sacrificed, if you do not permit the natives to 
take credit from you to such a lu:ge amount as 
they have hitherto done. 

"The same advice as I have given to the 
Bonny supercargoes, not to meddle with the 
superstitions or domestic broils of the natives, 
I give to you. On all matters in which the 
brutality of Egbo law interferes with your com- 
merce, I would advise you to appeal to me ; for 
trading can never assume prosperity in any 
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country where such an abommable institution 
exists ; and it ia my duty to protect you from its 
evil influence. Were there no other reason for 
my opposition to it than the &ct that a man 
tried and condemned by Egbo is doomed to 
have all the property and slaves in bis posses- 
sion (whether they be his own or not) divided 
as a prey amongst its high-priests, I would deem 
it an obligation on me to oppose its codes. But 
when I see that Egbo affords no protection to 
British life or property, and that it is a system 
maintfuned to keep the slave population in sub- 
jection by the grossest brutality, I am equally 
justified in setting my face against it. 

"As many of your best and most honest taBders 
are of the latter dass — slaves — you will be glad to 
hear that I have received instructions from Her 
Majesty's principal Secretary of State for Fordgn 
Affairs, to insist strongly, in the name of Her Ma- 
jesty's Government, on the discontinuance of the 
barbarous custom of permitting a masked man to 
go about the town on Egbo da;^ with liberty to 
whip all the slaves, men, women, and children, 
whom he may meet 

" I shall watch with interest and attention over 
the growth of the ' more healthy condition ' of 
trading matters which you anticipate from the 
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Equity Court ; and shall at all timea be willing 
to pve you my asmstance, by 'every lawful 
means,' in securing you and the merchants 
whom you represent from loss by the dishonesty 
of the natives. — I am, gentlemen, &c., 

" Thos. J. Hutchinson, 

■■ H.B.M. Consul." 

During the short existence of the Equity 
Oourt it brought to light the fact that, at the 
commencement of the year 1857, goods for debts 
of eleven thousand tons of palm-oil were out on 
trust with the natives. At the then quotation 
of palm-oil — iSL per ton — this made a debit of 
528,000/., more than half a million of money. 
Out of the foregoing amount there were due, at the 
same time, by King Eyo, over and above six hun- 
dred puncheons, or about four hundred tons of the 
article, to the different trading vessels at the time 
in the rivCT. These ships were nine in number, 
capable in the aggregate of carrying home 7832 
tons of pabn-oU, and the yearly average of the 
Old Ealabar country has for a long time ranged 
from three to four thousand tons per annum, 
rarely, if ever, exceeding the latter. 

The difficulty of having these debts cleared 
off was aggravated by many causes. 

The growing antagonism between the slave 
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and free daas, generated by the fact of some of 
the former becoming independent traders, and 
trying to evade the naturally despotic as well 
as consequently jealous character of the latter, 
became a powerful barrier of opposition to mu- 
tual confidence amongst the natives; whilst a 
like spirit of reciprocal ^strust between the 
British supercargoes, however it may have been 
engendered, was cert^nly fostered and strength- 
ened by some merchants sending out two trad- 
ing vessels, each under the guidance and man- 
agement of a separate and independent trader. 

The advice contained in Sir J. Emerson Ten- 
nant's letter was as littie heeded as that in 
mine. Merchants sent out their supercargoes 
with fresh consignment of goods, and still the 
same system was persevered in, without any effort, 
by reasoniug with the natives, to have the long 
due debts dischai^d. Indeed, the rivalry be- 
tween British traders in this river was extended 
to such an outrageous length, that at one time 
during the last year more than tdght thousand 
tons of shipping were stationed there. 

Such was the condition of affurs, needing 
a Queen's Order in Council, at the end of 
the year 1860. 

Before leaving the Old Kalabar district, I 
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may record the exiatence in it of a curious 
fact in domestic therapeutics, which I omitted to 
notice in my former work on Western Africa. 
From a time so far back that there b no record of 
its origin — indeed, perhaps, long before Franklin 
obtained electricity from the clouds — ^the women 
have been accustomed to nse the electric fish as 
a remedial agent, by putting two or three of 
them into a tub of cold water, and then immers- 
ing therein a child affected with fits or colic. I 
need scarcely add that the contact of the child 
with the electric influence ia always secured by 
the aid of the person administering the bath. 

Dr. Wilson of Edinburgh, who read a paper 
on the subject in the Natural History section <^ 
the British Association, in Dublin, during the 
meeting of August, 1857, believes it to be of the 
same genus as the Silurus or Malapterurus of 
the Nile. 

The following superstition must strike all stu- 
dents of nature as an Ulustration of the wide 
prevalence of certfun established customs among 
savage as well as civilized communities. Amongst 
the Efik tribe, who are the residents here, there 
exists a practice of cooking food and leaving it 
on the table of a fabric called the " devil house," 
which is erected near the grave of a man or 
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woman. The food is placed there in calabashes, 
and it is believed that the spirit of the deceased, 
with those of the butchered 8er& who are her or 
his fellow-travellers, freqaently come to pairtake 
of it in their journey to the world of Bpirita, 
whither they are supposed to be travelling. 

From recent explorations made amongst the 
Fiji Islanders, in the Pacific Ocean, by Dr. Ber- 
thold Seeman,* it appears that an exactly simi- 
lar custom exists among the abori^al Fijians, 
whose ethnology is not yet decided, as different 
' opinions are set forth upon it by various au- 
thors. 

Dr. Seeman writes, that "the path led through 
numerous taro, banana, and yam plantations, 
and close to an altar made of sticks and native 
cloth, on which food for the spirits of the dead 
was placed. The mass of Fijians will have it that 
these offerings are consumed by ihe spirits of 
th^ departed friends and relations, who are sup- 
posed to have great supernatural influence." 

It is a melancholy reflection that a somewhat 
umilar analogy, in their anthropophagic ten- 
dendes, exists between the Fijians and many of 
the West African tribes. 

* Tids AOtamm, No. 17Sfi, Ju. 86, 1861, p ISO. 
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Contemplated Order in Council for Weetem Africa — Formed on 
tlte Models of thoee for the Levant and China — Earl of 
Aberdeen's Definition of a Consul's Authority with reference 
to tiie Turkish Order in Conncil — A Consul's Authority being 
limited to be Defined by IntemaUonal Law — Difficulty of 
obtaining IVeatiee with African Kings in a Diplomatic Matter 
of thifl Kind — Canaea c£ thia difficulty in the different livfsrt 
— Principle of Latitude and Discretion, in the Exercise of 
Anthmty by Conanl, u laid down in Report of Select Com< 
udttae of House of CommooB — Mr. Cobden's opnion of Inter- 
national Justice — Fow«n pna to Conauls by Orders in ConncQ 
— Moral Force of a Consul in Africa is a Moral Faroe with- 
out the presence of a Man-of-War — Cursory Rerinon of Qie 
Faiagrafiis of the Older in Conndl intended for Westtm 
Africa. 

H&B Majestt's Order in Council for conferring 
magiaterial authority on West AMcan Consuls 
is on the same model as that passed (present the 
Queen's Most Excellent Majesty) at Buckingham 
Palace, 19t^ of June, 1844, which was in- 
tended to confer on Her Majesty's Consular 
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officers in tlie Ottoman dominions jurisdiction 
in criminal cases. 

The chief difference being, thatthe Afiican order 
includes civil cases (which had been previously 
provided for in the Grand Turk's dominions), 
and likewise makes ordinances for the protection 
of Eroomen, as well as other natives of Africa. 

In the memorandum for the guidance of Her 
Majesty's consuls In the Levant, with reference 
to the exercise of jurisdiction under the Order 
in Council, dated Foreign Office, July the 
2nd, 1844, and signed by the Earl of Aber- 
deen, then Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
it is laid down : — " The right of British consular 
officers to exercise wiy jurisdiction in Turkey in 
matters which, in other countries, come exclU' 
sively under the control of the local ma^tracy, 
depends originally on the extent to which that 
right has been conceded by the Sultan of Turkey 
to the British crown ; and, therefore, the right is 
strictly limited to the terms in which the con- 
ces»on is made." 

Mr. Tuson, in Ms British Manual, amongst 
remarks on the duties of a consul generally, 
proceeds to observe : " It may be as well to state 
that it is an acknowledged right, founded upon 
international law, that all offences against the 
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marine laws of the country, committed on board 
any vessel belonging to such nation, when in a 
foreign port, are considered Crimea against the 
law of the country to which the ship belongs, 
as the vessel's deck is considered the territory of 
the country she appertains to. This will not, 
however, hold good in the case of offences against 
persons belong^g to the state in whose harbour 
the vessel happens to be anchored, as then it 
assumes quite a different aspect, for it becomes 
one against the law of that land, and can be 
punished accordingly." 

In the present state of political government 
up the rivers in the Bight of Biafra, it is scarcely 
possible to acquire by treaty any right from the 
rulers there. They do not understand what is 
meant or desired by an Order in Council, They 
consider our Queen has power (or ought to have 
it) to make laira for the government, and, if 
necessary, the punishment of her subjects in any 
part of the world. Consequently they will not 
sign a treaty, whose meaning they cannot under- 
stand or appreciate, save so far as they know 
it has no signiffcation of a direct monetary ad- 
vantage. King Amakree confessed to me that 
he did not know how he could ^ve me more 
power than my Queen was fit to give ; not being 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



QUADRUPLE REGENCT IN BONNT. 211 

able to read the treaty, he suspected its con- 
tainlDg something insidious, but frankly agreed 
to sign any " book " if he were paid for it, as he 
had been paid for his anti-slave-trade treaty. 

In Bonny, as I have exphuned elsewhere, the 
government ia in the hands of a quadruple 
regency, the heads of four factions, each of whom 
is suspicious of the other : these men are Id fact 
the governed instead of the governors, being 
dictated to in every act of their executive autho- 
rity by their family mobs. To impress upon the 
minds of these people any idea of such an inter' 
national treaty as is required in the case of the 
Queen's Order in Coundl I found to be an im- 
posnbility; each party, owning a plurality of 
cliques, misrepresented, so far as &ey coidd 
understand, the objects which I had in view ; and 
some of them even went the length of stating 
th^ objections to be grounded on the dread 
that our government wanted to do with Bonny 
what the French had done at Gaboon. 

In Kameroons, where there are six petty chiefs, 
each holding sway over his own particular 
district, a similar condition of social distrust is in 
edstence. One chief is ^rtud to do anything, in 
the matter of ^ putting his hand to book," unless 
it be done by all, and in the presence of all 
p2 
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The perpetnal civil feuds existing amongst 
these men render it frequently impracticable to 
get all of them together on board a man-of-war 
for any purpcme. 

When they do go each is under the care, 
guidance, and loi-disant protection of his own 
particular supercargo friend ; hence may be in- 
ferred the difficulty of gettmg these men to sign 
any such treaty as that in question. 

The Brass chie&, Eeya and Orishima, never go 
on board a man-of-war ; for their abiding places, 
Bassambry and Obullamabry, both forming 
the capital of Mimbe country, are more than 
forty miles above the reach of ordinary navi- 
gatioD. 

In Old Ealabar the two chiefs Eyo and 
Archibong have signed the treaty for the Order 
in Council. I believe their having done so is, in 
a great measure, due to their not being so in- 
flaenced by the supercargoes here as are the 
chiefe in the other rivers. 

No better principle could be laid down, in re- 
ference to executive administration on the coast 
of Western Africa, than that which is expressed 
in the following extract from the report of a select 
committee on consular services and appoint- 
ments : — " A latitude of discretion and an exer- 
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cise of authority maj be entrusted to consuls es- 
tablished in a country where the customs and re- 
ligion are more or less antagonistic to those of 
European dvilization — and where the weakness 
of the rulers is tmable to secure a full protection 
to life and property, which would be altogether 
superfluous and unadvisable in the case of those 
who are resident amongat a well-regulated 
community." 

There is an important truth in the following 
principle of international law, Iwd down by Mr. 
Cobden in his letter to the Sheffield Foreign Af- 
fiurs Committee, a few years ago, with reference 
to what is styled " the maritime supremacy of 
England " : — " If our supremacy be only that of 
arms by sea or land, we should at once take the 
Chinese or Rusuan monarchy for our model and 
our guide. The supremacy to rule the waves 
with an arbitrary power, or to make laws for those 
amongstwhomlawsfaadhitherto been unknown, is 
not one that our Government should advocate, or 
our coimtry sanction, in the nineteenth century. 
Australia and Afiica may need our protection. It 
should only be given to themby demonBtratingour 
moral superiority — by communicating a know- 
ledge of our industrial arts, as well as manufac- 
tures. England, foremost in the ranks of pro- 
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gress, need fear no international competition 
agtunst ho* in thb ; but at the same time all her 
codes, which she, or her representatives, are called 
on to sanction between savage tribes and her 
government, should be founded on the eternal 
laws of truth and justice." 

It is a melancholy reflection that neither 
British agents nor native tribes in Western Africa 
can be impressed with the sentiments of Christian 
humanity enunciated in the foregoing remarks. 

The Orders in Council connected with China 
and the Ottoman Empire, and that proposed for 
Western Ainca, are all after similar models, ^v- 
ing to the consuls three couraes of proceed- 
ing : — first, a summary decieion ; second, a de- 
cision wiih the assistance of assessors chosen 
from the British community ; third, a recourse 
to the supreme courts — ^for China at Hong Kong, 
for the Levant and Turkey at Malta, and for 
Western Africa at Sierra Leone. 

I hope I shall not be accused of tautology in 
my mode of expression, when I state that up all 
the rivers in the Bight of Biafra — as, I believe, in 
all the rivers of Western Africa — the moral force 
of a consul, without the moral influence which the 
presence of a man-of-war alone can bestow, is a 
moral &rce, as regards his authority and power; 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



PB0TI8I0N8 OF ORDBB m CODBCIL. 215 

therefore the Order in Council, which is the sub- 
ject of the present chapter, needa very serious 
consideration as to the most effectoal mode of 
carrying it out 

Let us cursorily run tlirough its provisions. 
It is founded on an act of Parliament of the 6th 
and 7th year of Her Majesty's reign, cap. 94, in- 
tituled *' An act to remove doubts as to the exer- 
cise of power and jurisdiction by Her M^esty 
witllin divers counMes and places out of Her 
Majesty's dominions, and to render the same 
more effectual" 

That act, amongst other things, provides t^at 
" it is and shall be lawful for Her Majesty to 
hold, exercise, and enjoy any power or jurisdic- 
tion which Her Majesty now hath, or may at 
any other time have, within any country or place 
out of Her Majesty's dominions, in the same and 
as ample a manner as if Her Majesty had ac- 
quired such power and jurisdiction by the ces- 
sion or conquest of territory." 

Thefirst paragraph of the Order in Council pro- 
vides that Her Majesty's consuls appointed to 
reside in any territory or place on the west 
coast of Africa, shall have full power and autho- 
rity to carry into effect, and enforce by fine or 
imprisonment, as hereinafter provided, theobser- 
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TBDce of the stipulations of any treaty, or of re- 
gulations appendant to any treaty, between our 
GoTemment and the native chiefe, or any Euro- 
pean Government 

The consul is further authorized to make and 
enforce, by fine or imprisonmeDt, rules and re- 
gulations for the observance of the stipulations 
of such treaties, and for the peace, order, and 
good government of Her Majesty's subjects be- 
ing within such territory or place. 

So that here, in limine, we can see the indis- 
peuaability of a man-of-war, with accompanying 
executive authority, to levy fines and enforce im- 
prisonment on natives as well as British subjects. 
The *' rules and regulations for the observance of 
the stipulations of such treaties" must vary with 
the peculiarities of commercial transactions in 
each river. 

The second paragraph, with reference to affix- 
ing in the consul's ofiice the rules and regulations 
applicable to palm-oil traders in Brass, New 
Kalabar, Bonny, Old Kalabar, and Kameroons, 
seems to me practically of little value. By 
this paragraph it is also provided that a printed 
copy of such regulations, certified under the 
hand of the consul to be a true copy thereof, 
shall be taken as conclusive evidence of the 
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existence of such regulatioiis ; that no penalty 
can be incurred for any breach of such rules till 
they shall have been one month posted up in the 
consul's office; and that the allowance or dis- 
allowance of all similar regnlations to be law 
shall depend upon the approbation or disappro- 
bation of Her Majesty's principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs. 

By paragraph the third a consul is empowered, 
upon the complaint of any party, to summon a 
British subject before him, for disregarding and 
infringing any rules or regulations for the ob- 
servance of the stipulations of treaties ; and to 
award a penalty, not exceeding a hundred 
pounds, or three months' impiisonment 

The paragraph succeeding this provides that, 
in a case where the period of imprisonment is 
likely to exceed one month, the consul is 
authorized to summon two British subjects of 
good repute to sit with him as assessors; and 
to do this, of course, before he has heard the 
charge. 

The remainder of this paragraph provides that 
in the event of the assessors, or either of them, 
dissenting from the conviction of the party 
charged, or from the penalty of fine or imprison- 
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ment, the consul shall take note of the dissent, 
with its grounds, and shall require good ai)d 
sufficient security for the appearance of the 
party convicted at 'a future time, in order to 
undergo his sentence or receive his dischai^ 
pursuant to the final decision of Her Majesty's 
principal Secretouy of State for Forogn 
Aifurs. 

It will be, in many cases, out of a consul's 
power to enforce obedience to the latter stipula- 
tion ; as, for instance, where a supercargo may 
have a ship loaded ready to start for England, 
firom which he may never return. Moreover, a 
grand difficulty stands in the way of carrying 
out this provifflon, viz., that the only British 
subjects of good repute available as assessors are 
the supercargoes themselves. 

The three paragraphs succeeding the last are 
on the point of civil suits against British subjects, 
either by native Africans, or by the subjects of 
the government where the consul reades, or by 
a subject or citizen of any foreigu state in amity 
with Her Majesty. A consul's ded^on, in such 
cases, may be impugned, by ^ving notice, within 
fifteen days, of appeal to the supreme court of 
Sierra Leone. On this appeal, all the documents 



by Google 



AFPBAI. TO SnFBBHB COUBT. 219 

produced before him, and no other, must be for- 
warded by the consul to that supreme court, he 
at the same lime obtainmg firom the protesting 
party security that he will be satisfied to abide 
by the final ded^on of said supreme court, 
and that he will be accountable for all costs, 
should there be a failure of such appeal 

Civil suits instituted by British subjects against 
natives can be heard and determined only pro- 
vided the natives will submit to the consul's 
jurisdiction. Civil suits between British subjects 
are disposed of in like manner, ^ving a similar 
liberty of appeal to the supreme court at Sierra 
liCone. 

In all cases, whether civil or criminal, the said 
supreme court has authority to admit further 
legal evidence than that which had been brought 
forward on the investigation before the consul, 
if it can be estabUshed that the evidence now 
forthcoming was not available at the time the 
aforesiud investigation took place. 

The examination of witnesses on oath, the 
issue of compulsory orders for the attendance of 
British subjects to ^ve evidence, and the settie- 
ment of suits and contentions by amicable agree- 
ment, with power to order the apprehension of 
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British subjects charged with crimes or offences, 
and to compel other British subjects to appear 
as witnesses — are then provided for. 

The fifteenth paragraph audiorises a consul, 
in the case of an individual who proves refractory 
after having been twice sentenced for crimes, and 
for whose future good behaviour proper security 
cannot be advanced, to send him out of Hie plac^ 
or territory, on board a man-of-war or British 
vessel, as a distressed British subject, unless he 
is able and willing to defray for himself the ex- 
pense of his passage. 

The moral force bearing of this paragraph 
would seem to me to have a very salutary effect 
inproapectu. 

Passing over several intervening paragraphs, 
which refer chiefly to matters of discipline, I 
come to the thirty-third, one of the moat impor- 
tant of the whole, for die protection of Eroomen. 
By this it is provided that all masters of British 
ships shall make an agreement in writing with 
tliese men, spedfying the date of hiring, the 
rate of wages, the allowance of provisions, the 
period of engagement, and the place of dis- 
charge. A copy of this agreement is to be 
given to the head man of the Eroomen, 
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and another to Ike consul at the first place 
he touches at, if there be one there. All such 
agreements are to be ready for inspection by 
any consul, or commander of Her Majesty's 
Navy. 

The foregoing paragraph gives to the Ktckh 
men the same protection as is accorded to 
British seamen by the Merchants' Shipping Act 
of 1854. 

Effectually to carry out the provisions of this 
Order in Council, more especially in a district 
like that of the Bight of Biafra, whose jurisdic- 
tion ranges from Cape Formosa to Cape St 
John, a coast distance of more than four hun- 
dred miles, the constant presence of a man-of- 
war steamer is perfectly indispensable. 

It is neither my province nor my duty to make 
more observations than I have already made on 
the parts of this Order in Council referring to fines 
and imprisonments, or to the possibility of the 
consul, in the present condition of affairs in 
Western Afidca, enforcing his decisions against 
British subjects in any suit ; but I must record my 
opinion here, that the rules and regulations for 
trade require very serious deliberation. Hitherto 
the opinions and prindples of the supercargoes 
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have been followed ; and when it is recollected 
that no two of these men axe ever unanimous 
upon any subject, it may be inferred what a lack 
of piindple is exhibited in their application of 
the whole body of existing regulations. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

To Batanga— Reputed Non-eiuteDce of Slareiy MnongBt the Ba- 
pooka and Banaka Tribes — Frovoking Calmg and FreposterouB 
CnnentB in the Bight of Biafra — View in the Roadstead of Ba* 
tanga — The Waterfall at Lobei River — The Canoea and tiuix 
Flailing Occnpanto— Canoe Badng on the Rolling Billowa — 
UniTersality of Fipe-Bmoking here— A Visit to King William 
— Description c^ Hia Vtajeetj, hia Uniform and hie Uenage — 
General Appearance <A the Beaux and Belles of Batanga — De- 
scription of the Chief Edoctoo's Seven WiTce — Walk along 
shore to the Water&U — Beauty of the scene and its AcceHorieB 
— In&imatitm about Interiw Tribes. 

Beinq disposed to take a look at one of the outlets 
bordering that unexplored district of central 
A&ica which lies between Darfur, Adamawa, and 
EoToroofa, with other localities visited by Dr. 
Barth, and the districts of Congo, Angola, Loan- 
da, with the Mokololo explored by Dr. Living* 
stone, I chose Batanga for my vifflt The ex- 
tenfflve interior terra incognita of that r^on is 
described, in Mr. Arrowsnuth's sketch of Central 
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Africa prefixed to the first volume of Dr. BartVa 
Travels, as " inhabited by independent pagan 
tribes." 

Previous information respecting the Batanga 
part of the coast makes me desirous to ask from 
geographical and topographical authorities per- 
mission to divide the Bight of Biafra into two seg- 
ments — the one extending from Cape Formosa to 
Rumby Point, on the western side of the base of 
Eameroons mountain; and theother reachiDgfrom 
that to Cape St John. One of my chief reasons 
for this is, because the former districts are 
known to me and to everybody out here as liie 
swampy, malarious localities whence, in the 
olden times, slaves constituted the principal 
exports, as palm-oil is in the present; whereas 
the latter reach of shore Is represented as being 
diversified by high mountains rising in its 
interior — having no swamps, no malaria, pro- 
ducing a little palm oil, and, from the single spot 
of Batanga alone, yielding above forty tons of 
ivory per year. 

Although the maps do not say so, there are 
two Batanga territories. Little Batanga, the 
most northern and westerly, is, with a river of that 
name, included within the greater part of the terri- 
tory enclosed within the Bight of Panavia. Big 
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BataQga comprises the territory on the coast ex- 
tending from Cape Gara-jam to the river Campo, 
a distance of about forty-three miles. Both of 
these districts are inhabited by the Bapooka and 
Banfikd tribes ; and it seems an additional justi- 
fication {were such a thing necessary) for my 
desire to know something about them, from my 
own personal observation, that, as I am informed, 
no domestic slavery exists amongst them, and 
that they have never been known to sell any 
slaves for exportation. 

Whoever says to the contrary, I maintain l^at 
there is no benefit to be derived from one's com- 
plaining on board a sailing ship in the Bight of 
Biafra, although calms, in combination with 
preposterous currents, will sometimes make the 
most philosophic person in the world wish all 
kinds of bad luck to the clerk of the weather. 
Here am I on board a little schooner — such a 
clipper that even a breeze no stronger tiian that 
emitted by a parlour bellows would make her 
" walk the waters like a thing of life " — here am 
I on board this little craft for twenty-six hours, 
under the lee of the island of Fernando Po, her 
stem at one time pointing to Cape Yidal, and now 
with stem towards it, trending in the direction 
of Cape Horatio ; then disdaining both, and 
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swinging lazily towards Kameroons river, on 
the African continent; yet never moving one 
angle yard in the direction which I desire to go, 
namely, to Big Batanga, in lat T 53' N., long. 
9- 53' E. 

But the longest calm will have an end ; and 
80 the land wind at night enables na to creep 
away. In twenty-four hours after starting we 
had dropped anchor in the roadstead, and the 
view firom the ship's deck was such a one as dis- 
pelled all OUT ideas of the unhealthiness of the 
African coast 

At a distance of what appears about ten miles 
interior to the harbour of Batanga is the Kaanga 
mountain, which is marked down in the Ad- 
miralty chart * as one thousand seven hundred 
uid seven feet above the levd of the sea, bnt to 
which no name is ffv&a. Oondderable eleva- 
tions — some of pinnacled or sugar loaf, and 
others of table-land formation — ^rise all round, as 
far as the eye can reach ; whilst felling' in 
three differoit streams, appears the white foam 
of the tumbling cataract of Lobei rivear, known 
as the waterfall of Batanga. Viewed &om the 
sea, it has an extremely picturesque and refresh- 
ing aspect ; for we observe two .lai^ sheets of 

• ilbeet 20 of Wort CoMt of Afric* Ourte, between Ftnundo 
Fo uid C^w Lopei. 
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water, separated by lofity trees and clumps of 
rock, firom one of which, aa it falls, a smoky 
spray is constantly rising. A towering vegetation 
and great black bouldera are seen stretching to a 
con^derable dbtance to the westward, amongst 
which the waters, dashed into showers of spray, 
come rumbling down over a large bed of rubbly 
stones; the course of the stream gradually de- 
clining from the centre of the fall, and thereby 
making a semi-arched shelving, till it trickles out 
at the extreme end, only a few feet higher than 
the river's bed below. Between our vessel and 
the shore, numerous black streaks on the water, 
each having a dot in its centre, soon ap- 
peared distinctly as small canoes, the dots repre- 
senting the negro occupants, each of whom had 
a string in his hand, which, with the country- 
made hook affixed to its end, bespoke its 
owner's occupation of fishing. 

The appearance of these canoes, as well as the 
agility of thdr tenants, is very remarkable. TTie 
former are not more than firom six to eight feet 
in length, fonrteen to sixteen inches in width, 
and from four to six inches in depth. When 
fishing the man sits on the canoe as we 
sit on horseback, his leg at either sdde being 
the guiding and propelling pow^. The 
q2 
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line, with its beardless hook, having a dead 
Bbrimp for a bfut, is " plajed" up and down with 
one hand, whilst with the other be now and then 
seizes a large wooden ladle and bales out the 
boat with a rapidity of motioQ that at first ught 
seems really ludicrous. The canoes, being made 
of light wood, are carried to and from the 
sea on the shoulders of their owners, as is 
done by the natares of Ossamaree, up the river 
Niger.* 

During my few days stay at Batanga, I ob- 
served that from the more serious and industrial 
occupation of fishing they would turn to racing 
on the tops of the sur^ng billows which broke 
on the sea shore ; at one spot more particularly, 
which, owing to the presence of an extensive 
ree^ seemed to be the very place for a con- 
tinuous swell of several hundred yards in length. 
Four or tax of them go out steadUy, dodging 
the rollers as they come on, and mountmg atop 
of them with the nimbleness and security of 
ducks. Reaching the outermost roller, they turn 
the canoes stems shoreward with a nngle stroke 
of the paddle, and mounted on the top o£ the 
wave, they are borne towards the shore, steering 
mth the paddle alone. By a peculiar action of 

' Tide Author^ NamtiTe of Niger, TsluuUft, Binoe Ezplon- 
tioa, page 171. Loudon : Longman, Brown, and Co.. 1866. 
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this, which tends to elevate the stem of the canoe 
so that it will receiTe the full impnlsiTe force of 
the advancing billow, on they come, carried along 
with all its impetuous rapidity. Sometimea the 
steers loses the balance of his guiding power ; 
the canoe is turned over ; its occupant is washed 
out, and the light little piece of wood gives a 
few lofty jumps from wave to wave, reminding 
one of a horse at a steeple-chase, tliat, having 
thrown hia rider, takes it into his head (or rather 
his heels) to gallop about the country, and jump 
over ditches on his own account 

Yet, despite of these immersions, no one is 
ever drowned, as they are capital swimmers — 
indeed, like the majority. <^ the coast negroes, 
they may be reckoned amphibious. 

In thdr piscatorial excursions, it sometimes 
happens that a prowling shark, tempted to pur- 
sue the fish which the fisherman is hauling on 
the line, comes within sight of the larger bait of 
the negro leg, and chops it off without remorse. 
A case of this kind had happened a very short 
time before the period of my visit, and the poor 
victim had died ; but thb did not diminish the 
number of canoes riding the waves, nor render 
one of the canoe occupants less energetic or 
daring than before. 
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These canoe labours constitute the whole of 
the work done here by the males. Dig^ng, 
delving, and planting the ground, as well as 
carrying ivory from the interior, are the occupa- 
tions <^ the sex who are considered the weaker in 
dvilized countries, but who in all African states, 
whether slavery exists there or not, are obliged 
to be " the hewers of wood and drawers of 
water " — the laborious serfi on whom every hard 
and burdensome duty is devolved. 

When on shore I saw one young woman, 
evidently on a journey, carrying a large bundle 
of plantains on her back, the weight of which she 
bore by means of a withe of country twine, that 
encircled her forehead,-and pressed tightly against 
it ; whilst her husband, or master, or owner, as the 
case might be, walked by her side, swaggering a 
stick, and smoking a pipe, as if these two opera- 
tions were the only duties required of him. 

Every one in Batanga^-except perhaps the 
sucking baby — smokes from a black pipe. As a 
man or woman walks by the piazza of the trade 
store where, resting on, my portable bed, 1 am 
sheltering myself from the rays of the noon-day 
sun, he or she stops to gaze at me, and then, pro- 
ceeding along, gives a strong suck to, and an . 
equally vigorous whiff from, the pipe, with an ur 
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which aeems to imply th«r consdousneBs that 
smoking tohacco is the ne plus vitra of negro 
enjoyment. 

Whilst wuting for the sun to descend a little 
lower, in order that I might have an agreeable 
walk of about three miles to the waterfall, I learned 
that the palace of His Majesty King William was 
not far away, and so I sent him word that I 
purposed doing mjrself the honour of waiting on 
him as soon as he was ready. 

This I found to be the etiquette. In about an 
hour after I was told he was waiting for me, and so 
I proceeded to the royal residence, not with any 
flourish of trumpets, or beating of drums, or 
prancing of steeds, but with the nmple attend- 
ance of a brawny negro, who volunteered to hold 
my large umbrella over my head. 

I had not very far to walk — ^through over- 
shading plantain leaves, and between huts — till 
I saw a large red banner stretched over the 
street £rom the top of one house to anotitier, on 
which the name of King WiUiam was printed in 
white letters each a foot long. Under the right 
end of the flag, imd at the door of a small house, 
was seated an old man, with grey hair, dressed in 
white trowsers, a blue cloth cap with a gold 
baud, and a light frock coat This I was told 
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was King William. As he stood up to receive 
me, I Bovr his upper garment was a white plush 
livery coat, with scwlet lappets to the pockets, 
and bright brass buttons, bearing the effigy of 
some homed animal's bead, with its mouth wide 
open and its tongue thrust out, as if it had just 
spurted forth its accompanying motto of Peiut 
klfio deHqtdum. 

I hope those who have a reverence for the 
labours of Sir Bernard Burke, and for heraldry 
in general, will not be offended at this vulgar 
description of the armorial bearings in question ; 
nor with my literal translation of the motto, as 
'* Death before dishonor." But there did really 
appear to me something so comically grotesque 
in the tcdilecat vivant before me bearing the title 
of royalty, that it exdted my merriment More 
especially when the king, on introducing me in- 
to his house, shewed me all his valuable pro- 
perty, which consisted of several large deal 
trunks, contiuning within them a quantity of 
second-hand livery, looking-glasses, jugs, mugs, 
as well as other varieties of crockery-ware, doth, 
guns, lai^ brass pans entitled Neptunes, pipes, 
and such like artides of virtu. Not a chair, 
table, or bed was visible anywhere. Some of 
the women had stools to sit upon, and nothing 
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more like a throne was the seat occupied by His 
Majesty. 

Our coDferenee being ended, a few lums 
through the town showed me litde more than 
their low-roofed huts and luxuriant plantain 
trees. The houses very much resemble those 
of Kameroona, in thar rectangular bearing to 
each other: the streets are wide and Btraight. 
The only glimpse of social life which one can 
obtain in walking these streets, is that of women 
in groups of twos or threes stretched on mate 
outside a door here and there, each lady having 
a servant occupied in the exploration of 
her hair — ^for what purpose may be guessed I 
Large glass beads, white or green, woven into 
all kinds of &ntastic patterns, on the heads, and 
small seed beads, made into fanciful cinctures, 
round the necks, constitute the chief ornaments 
of the belles and beaux of Batanga. 

On my way back from my ramble I met, and 
was introduced to, a man named Eoluctoo, 
a chief of the Benjembi country — ^between 
Batanga and Campo^ — ^who was accompanied 
by seven of his wives. The appearance of these 
ladies presented nothing so remarkable as its 
variety. One of them was distinguished by a 
ring of small beads htinging from the central 
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cartilage of her nose ; another had brass rod- 
wire wound round her legs from ankles to knees ; 
a third was adorned 'nith a piece of some green 
leaf thrust through a large hole that had been 
perforated in the lobe of her right ear. The 
fourth had her hair dressed up into a ridge ex- 
tending from the base of the skull to the fore- 
head, and resembUng in its faahion the helmet of 
a dragoon ; the barber's art had made up the hur 
of the fifth in the semblance of an ebonj cone ; 
whilst to the sixth the African perruquier had 
devoted more labour, and consequently more 
science, in plaiting it. Amongst this lady's wool 
was here an d there a fiat cake, with a greasy look, 
the nature of which for some time puzzled me. 
The seventh, who was the oldest of all, and, 
therefore, the first as regarded position, wore two 
plfun copper rings round her ankles ; she had an 
ornament on her forehead, which at first seemed 
a slice of sausage, but which I was informed was 
of the same material as that on the head of ntim- 
ber ux, namely, goat's fat, enclosed in a piece of 
mucous membrane. This lady was vigorously 
smoking a pipe of native manufacture. 

As the cool time of day approached, I turned 
my steps in the direction of the Lobei river, to 
see the waterfalL The road lay along the hard 
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sand of the beach, save here and there, where 
masses of rock jutting into the surf obliged the 
traveller to seek a pathway behind them, or 
across their summits. 

Yet these rocks, down to the water's edge, had 
upon them sufficient earth to nourish large trees 
and parasitic plants, as well as flowers, from none 
of which was there the slightest emanation of 
heavy odour, such as is generally characteristic of 
African bush. Tall guinea grass grew about in 
many places — of course away from the sea-beach 
— and as I waited on, there was not a single 
mangrove plant discernible. This absence of the 
malaria-producing mangrove, which I know does 
not exist for several miles on either side of 6a- 
tanga sea-shore, might be likely to induce one to 
form a good opinion of the sanitary condition of 
the place, were we not aware that the same plant 
is not found at Elmina, Cape Coast, Akkra, and 
other Gold Coast districts, (save at the very 
mouths of their few rivers) — ^localities which 
certainly have not the reputation of being the 
least unhealthy parts of the western coast 

Little charm as there is in the surrounding 
scenery of sand, rock, sea, and wild bush, the 
walk is an extremely agreeable one ; and for a 
considerable time before arriving at Point l^obei, 
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we become aware of our approach to a waterfall 
by what gives an additional interest to every 
step — namely, the peculiar booming sound 
of the river rolling over a considerable 
descent 

Every one is acquunted with the surging 
noise which the waves make when breaking on 
the sea-shore. That noise had been sounding 
in my ears for an hour and a half, as I walked 
along the beach. Yet, as I approached the 
faU, the solemn thunder made by its waters 
caused that of the sea to appear in contrast 
like a hissing scream. The mouth of the Lo- 
bei river appeared very rough, having no 
doubt a shallow bar, and being now.imder the 
influences of a strong sea-brecze ; but we rounded 
its southernmost point, and, after a further walk 
of a few hundred yards, I saw the waterfall in all 
its beauty before me. 

1 must confess that I have never viewed in 
AJrica a scene so eminently picturesque, and so 
deserving the pencil of a painter, as this cataract 
and its surrounding scenery. At the bottom 
of the left side fall, which is divided in its centre 
by a buttress of stone, is a ledge of rocks, stretch- 
ing three-fourths of the way across, on which se- 
veral naked negro children, each ^th a fishing-rod 
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in its hand, are standing. To the right of diis is 
a lofty dump of rock, rising higher than the bed 
of the river, and, therefore, dividing the fall into 
two parts, between which are a few trickling 
streams, that seem pushed aside from the main 
ones, as if they were poor relations compelled to 
find a way for themselves. Each of these falls 
is about thirty feet in width ; and behind the 
lofiy clump of rock just mentioned, arises a 
towering red wood tree, sixty feet in height at the 
very lowest computation. There is then another 
elevated rock, backed by a higher tree ; and a 
quantity of surrounding shrubbery separates 
the mun torrents from a number of smaller 
ones, spreading over an extent of a few hundred 
feet, and gradually shelving downwards to the 
extreme end of the river's right side. The 
whole stream forms a tranquil lake at the ' 
bottom, on which were a number of small red 
canoes, whose occupants were fishing in the same 
style as those already described in the roadstead 
of Batanga. Stretching away to the point called 
Ndunga, on the right dde of the river, is a 
number of bombax and red wood trees, on some 
of which paraatic creepers mount to their very 
summits; whilst gardens of plantains, and the 
brown huts of the negroes on the ho\m side, 
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lend an additional attraction to the savage beauty 
of the scene, which it is imposaible to convey on 
paper. 

But, above and beyond all, my senses were 
wrapt by the unceasing thunder of the felling 
water, which one cannot help recognizing 
as — 

"llie Trace of the great Creator, 
TbAt Qmab in that ua^btj bun." 

In the rainy season the quantity of wat«r de- 
scending is of course much more copious, but I 
question if even then it has a more beautiful 
aspect than that which it presented on the even- 
ing of my viMt. 

The trade which is carried on here by British 
merchants is managed through black interpre- 
ters and store-keepers, all of whom are natives of 
" Gaboon. 

In strolling along the beach one morning for 
the pleasure of the cool air, and the benefit of 
what was to be seen, I met one of those gentry, 
whose air of seeming independence at once at- 
tracted me. I asked him to sit down on a rock 
hard by; and we entered into conversation. 
Very soon I learned that he had been in Eng- 
land, where his chief point of education was in 
what its adepts style "the noble and manly 
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art of self-defence." He questioned me about 
the present condition of a number of pugilists in 
England, whose names he gave ; and I have no 
doubt that I fell very low in his estimation by 
confessing to him that I had never even heard of 
the existence of the "fancy men " in question. 

As he was about to walk away, seeing no doubt 
that I did not possess a sympathetic spirit, I di- 
rected his attention to a large crowd of women, 
who bad gathered near us on the beach, haying 
with them many bundles of yams as well as 
of young living plantain trees, and asked him 
what they were about to do ? He replied, with 
quite a haughty wr, that they were the gar- 
deners of Batanga, who were waidng for a canoe 
to take them and the produce up the coast, 
where the gentlemen bad gardens " all the same 
as the Bristol gentlemen have their country 
places at Chepstow." 

Of course after this I did not oppose his de- 
parture; for I saw at once that his assumed 
refinement would iDcline him to regard with 
contempt what I will confess was my main object 
in first addresenng him — ^namely, the atttunment 
of some information about the people and coun- 
tries interior to Batanga. Such information it is 
impossible to obtain from the people themselves, 
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because th^ bare some suspicion oftbe object of a 
wbite man's inquiries, under the dread that he may 
penetrate to the interior and injure the trade. 

A ramble to the town of King John, who had 
no more likely or unlikely semblance of royalty 
about him than a Tery old and very bad black 
beaver hat, with a piece of printed calico round 
his loina, gave me an opportunity of meeting with 
another of these Gaboon factors, from whom I 
picked a few pieces of information, most of 
which seemed to me to be probably near the 
truth. 

The jnountain NAdnga, already mentioned, was 
described as having a -large lake in its neigh- 
bourhood, called Etibu. Interior to the moun- 
tiun are the Boola and Gumbe countries — ^from 
which the ivory is brought down to Batanga and 
Gaboon by a tribe of reputed Bushmen, known 
as the Dauberi, or Diberi. Beyond or around 
the Boola and Gxunbe districts no tribe, except 
the Bowela and the Bani, is known of — the lat- 
ter of whom ride horses, and wear monkey skins, 
having likewise long hair, which, fashioned into 
three or four plaits, is allowed to fell down on 
th^r backs. Some of them, wearing the long 
plaited hair, have been seen at Batanga. 

Can these be the Bati of Dr. Barth? • 

* Tide cliftpter zTiii. 
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Furrier Information aboat the IMbea and CknmtrieB Interior to 
Batanga — Of theFabnloua Green Bird reputed to feed on Ele- 
phants' Ejee — Country whence Ivory comee — The Rev. Mr. 
Wibon'i Account of the Banaka Tribe— He recorda notlung of 
the Absence of Slavery araongst them — Countries between Ba- 
tanga and Cape St. John — Corisco Islands and their Aboriginea 
— The Benga Tribe — American Miaion at Corisco— Corisco 
Boats — Entrance to Gaboon KiTer— The French Establishments 
there — ^Tribes of the Mpongwee, Shekanis, Bake]«e, and Fangwes 
— Ascent of this River by Governor Be«croft in 1846 — Natural 
p^xlocta of the Country — The Rev. Mr. Mackay on tlie ex- 
ploration of the Riven Nasaretli and Feman Vos. 

CoimGUOUS to the Bani country is a large lake 
called Njong, or Ndong, so large that, with our 
limited horizon, it is impossible to obtain a com- 
plete view across it. 

May this be the Kdob of the Rev. Mr. Ander- 
son ? • 

Near this lake, and not &r &om Bani, my in- 
* Tide chapt^ xriii. 
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formaot told me of the exbtence of a bird, named 
the Newjande, which had been described to him, 
and which measured five fathoms, i.e. thirty feet, 
from the lip of one wing to the tip of the other. 
Its beak is a fathom, or six feet long. No man 
dares to go near it, and no gun is fit to kill it. 
Its favorite food is obtained by killing the ele- 
phant, whose eyes it devours. On inquiring 
the colour of this bird's plumage, the answer I 
received — namely, that its feathers were green I — 
made me shut my note-book with a " mental re- 
servation" as to the ignorance of Baron Cuvier. 

The greater portion of the ivory conveyed down 
here is brought from the Gumbee country. The 
old days of elephant hunting are gone by, these 
princes of the forest being now slaughtered by 
powder and ball, and by pit-falls. 

No palm-trees are visible along the coast here, 
save a few of the cocoa species : but up the rivers 
Litde Benito and Campo a small quantity of 
palm-oU is manufactured. 

Of the Banaka tribe, which inhabits Batanga 
and the neighbourhood, a very interesting de- 
scription is ^ven in the Rev. Mr. Wilson's work 
on Western Africa : — • 

*" Weatwrik Afiioft: ituHiatoi;, Oonilition ud Frapectft. B; 
the Rev. J. Ldghton Wilson, aighteeu jtan a muBionary in 
Afnca, &c." 
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*' The Banaka people occupy a district of coun- 
try twenty-five miles in length, half-way be- 
tween the Kameroon River and the Bay of Co- 
risco, and have aa many villages as they occupy 
miles of sea-coast. Aa a people, they differ in 
many important respects firom all the other 
tribes in this section of the country. 

" It is only recently that they descended from 
the mountfunous re^ons of the interior; and 
while they still bear all the marks of the better 
health which belongs to these higher elevations, 
they also exhibit strong traces of the true sa- 
vage condition in which they have been brought 
up. 

" Their complexion is a shade lighter than those 
living on either ude of them, and tlieir general 
appearance reminds one much more strongly of 
the Kaffirs of the Cape of Good Hope than any 
sea-coast natives within the tropica. Their lan- 
guage is but imperfectly understood, as yet, by 
any of the neighbouring tribes ; and as none of 
them speak the English with any degree of ease, 
very little reliable information has been obtained 
in relation to the particular part of the country 
they formerly inhabited, or what induced them 
to come down to the sea-coast. 

" Their language, so far as it is understood. 
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shows that they belong to the same great family 
which have spread themselves over the whole of 
the southern half of Africa ; but whether they are 
more nearly related to the tribes on the eastern 
or western coast of the continent, remains to be 



'* They seem to be simple-hearted and peace- 
ably disposed, and as yet have acquired but few 
of the tricks of their more experienced brethren 
in the same region. It will require very little in- 
tercourse with the civilized world, however, to 
make them perfect adepts in all the petty viUan- 
ies of the maritime tribes, provided that inter- 
course is not regulated by the principles of sound 
religion. 

*' Foreign vessels have had no trade with them 
until within the last fifteen years. Previous to 
that time they had no relish for ardent spirits, 
and it was with difficulty that any of them could 
be induced to taste of it in the first instance. 
But those days of happy Ignorance are gone; 
that taste has been acquired, and nowhere is rum 
now in greater demand. How very important 
is it that the influences of Christianity should be 
thrown around these people before they are car- 
ried away by this fearful temptation 1 

" They are as simple and primitive in their 
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customs and habita as any people in the world. 
In their forest homes they had no covering for 
their bodies, bat a narrow strip of clol^ made 
out of the inner bark of a forest tree. More re- 
cently they use the cotton doth which tbey re- 
ceive from vessels in exchange for their ivory, 
but still in very scant measure. Their women 
disfigure their faces very much by making large 
holes in their ears, and through the cartilagi* 
nous parts of the nose. Weights are attached to 
make the hole large enough to pass the finger 
l^irough. Pieces of fat meat are frequency worn 
in these holes, but whether for ornament or 
fragrance is not known. I inquired of one of 
them why she did it, and received the laconic an- 
swer, "My husband likes it." 

" In their intercourse with white men they 
are peaceable and forbearing. But among them- 
selves they have some stringent laws, which are 
enforced with unsparing severity. Theft and 
adultery are punished with death, and it matters 
not what may be the character or rank of the 



*' Pasdng along the beach on one occasion, my 
attention was called to a half-consumed human 
carcass hanging from the limb of a tree ; and 
upon inquiry I learned that it was the wife of 
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one of the principal men of the place, who had 
heen hung for stealing a bunch of plantains. 
The corpse was left hanging by the roadside as a 
public warning. 

" Their habitations are the merest huta, and are 
almost concealed from view by the luxuriant 
banana trees with which they are always sur- 
rounded. The huts of some of the we^thier 
men are raised on scaffolds, eight or ten feet 
above the ground, and are entered by climbing 
up a ladder, which is drawn up at nights. Birds 
and animals are carved on their doors and win- 
dow-shutters, and often with a good deal of 
taste. 

" Although they have not been living long on 
the sea-board, they have become the most noted 
canoemen on the whole coast They have two 
kinds of canoes : one is made of cork wood, 
very small, and intended to carry only one per- 
son ; the other is made of very hard wood, is 
small and tapering at both ends, bat is large 
enough to carry thirty or forty persons. 

" The small canoe does not weigh more than 
eight or ten poimds, and is too narrow for an 
ordinary sized person to be seated in it. 

" A saddle or bridge is laid across the nuddle, 
not more than two inches wide, but sevend 
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inches higher than the sides of the canoe, as a 
seat. They use very light paddles, bat send it 
over the roughest sea -without danger, and with 
ahnost incredible velodty. While propelling 
with both hands they will use one foot to bale 
the water out of the canoe. When they would 
rest their arms, one leg b thrown out on either 
side of the canoe, and it is propelled with the 
feet almost as fast as with a paddle. They will 
dash with perfect safety over a surf that would 
swamp almost any boat that could be made. I 
have often seen them revolve around a ship, 
sailing at the rate of five or six knots an hour, 
half-a-dozen times in the course of half an hour. 
When tired of running around the ship, a man 
will climb up her side with one hand, and haul 
up hia canoe with the other. 

" In the larger canoe, they perform voyages 
of fifty or a hundred miles. Sometimes half a 
dozen of these canoes set out together, and go as 
fer as the Gabun or Cape Lopez. When they 
go in such large troops, and quarter themselves 
upon a single person, to be entertained for 
several weeks, it is felt to be a severe vi»tation ; 
and the Giabun traders sometimes give them the 
dodge, notwithstanding all the honour implied by 
such a visit" 
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It appears to me strange that the Bev. Mr. 
Wilson does not mention a word about the absence 
of slavery amongst liiese people. If my informa- 
tion about its Qon-e^tence be correct, it makes 
one's reflections sadder in co^tating over the con- 
dition of these untutored Africans. The absence, 
in their superstitious rites, of such cruelty as exists 
amongst the tribes of Ealab&r, Bonny, and Brass, 
may be advanced as evidence of their moral 
superiority; but when one looks at the lack of in- 
dustrial pursuits among these people, the ques- 
tion starts up — "Can the Ethiop change his 
skin ? " — or his nature either ? 

Between the Batanga country and Cape St. 
John are some small streams besides the rivers 
Campo and Benito. Itemo is the native name 
of Campo river, and the countries on both sides 
of it are entitled the Egara. The Beku tribe, of 
whom nothing is known save the name, are found 
in this territory, Eeienje is the country through 
which the Benito runs, and Eyo is the name by 
which the river is designated amongst the abori- 
gines on its banks. The people are likewise 
called Eeien^ and are of course — ^like all 
known to the Batanga Banaka — " Bushmen." 

As we pass the mouth of Benito river and 
voyage towards Cape St. John, extensive 
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mountainous ranges are visible in the interior, 
none, however, presenting an appearence that 
would lead me to identiiy them as Saddle Hill, 
Table Hill, or the Seven Hills (one of whose 
sharp peaks are recorded as 2,786 feet high), 
described in the chart before mentioned. The 
Bapooka tribe are in this part of the country. 
We pass Bilove and Beninje points before we 
reach Ninje, which is the native name of Cape 
St. John. 

It is unnecessary for me to mention here, that 
all the names by which these parts of the coast 
are known were ^ven to them by the early 
Portuguese and Spanish geographical explorers. 

Interiorto Ninje point, andabutting into Corisco 
Bay, is another point cidled Malenga. Between 
these two points is a small river named Agei, 
by which communication may be made nearly 
to the base of Mitre Hill, mentioned in the chart 
as 8,940 feet high. In that direction there is 
also a line of rock, containing a large quantity of 
quartz, described to me by a gentleman who 
had some of it in his poss^suon, and who had 
been for several years in Australia, as exactly 
resembling that which he had seen containing 
gold at the dig^ngs. 

The Bay of Corisco is a large basin of water, 
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nttuited between Cape St John and Cape Esteriaa. 
It contains four or five islands, only two of 
which — Corisco and Big Eloby — are inhabited. 
The people are the Benga tribe. Into this 
bay the rivers Muni and Danger debouch. 
Their mouths are several miles apart, but no 
person is aware of their intercommunication, or 
inosculation with each other, in the interior. 
The population of Corisco does not exceed two 
thousand. For many years an Ammcan Mis- 
non, sent out by the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions, has been established here, 
whose chie^ the Rev. James L. Mackay, has re- 
duced their language to writing, amd translated 
into it much of the Gioapel. This gentleman, in 
company with the Rev. Mr. Clements, has ex- 
plored more than ahundredmiles of country across 
the Sierra del Crystal range of mountains, which 
lie in the direction between Corisco and Gaboon. 
The neighbourhood of these mountains seems to 
be the stronghold of the Pangwe tribe, of whom 
I shall hear something at Gaboon. 

The natives of Corisco are artificers of very 
large boats, which they scoop, in canoe fashion, 
out of the single trunk of a tree. Some of 
these canoes are from thirty to thirty-six feet 
in length, about five feet in beam, and four in 
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depth. They are propelled by oars as weU as by 
sails, and are generally schooDer-rigged. As we 
were passing Corisco Bay, one of them came 
alongside our ship ; and, from my conversation 
with its occupants, I found that its owner had 
been away to Ninje Point (Cape St. John) on 
some " women palaver"— the causa teterrima belU 
since the world was created. Although not 
interested in hearing the particulars, 1 never- 
theless gained some information on a Gradus ad 
Pamasnan style of aristocracy that exists amongst 
the tribes hereabouts. 

The Mpongwes of Gtaboon hold the first 
position ; die Bengas of Corisco the next ; and 
the Bapookas, with the Banakas, the lowest 
Thus, a Bapooka or Banaka man would not pre- 
sume to buy a wife from his superior of Corisco 
or Gaboon ; but those of the latter places will 
buy from the former. In the present case, the 
Benga man had, some time previously, bought 
and 3mid a high price for bis wife. She, not 
satisfied with her lord uid master, returned to 
the home of her fathers ; and it was on a mission 
to claim her recovery that my informant was 
now engaged. He bad to advance an addi- 
tional sum of money, and to bide his time for 
the performance of certfun formuUe of heathen 
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tomfoolery (but whether of the John Doe or 
Richard Roe class I could not say), ere she was 
given up to him. 

Rounding Cape Esterias, we passed by its inner- 
most comer, entitled Point JoiuvUle, and found 
ourselves in the river Gaboon, It may be need- 
less for me to state that up this river the French 
haveaconsiderableestablishment; — a guard-ship; 
a military and civil department, with a hospital, 
contained in Fort d'Aumale ; a convent of reli- 
gious sisters ; and a misdon, at the head of which 
is a bishop, Monseigneur de Bessieu. From De 
Kerhollet's " Manuel de la Navigation k la Cote 
Occidentale d'Airique,"* I leam : — " Le fleuve ou 
I'estuaire du GubJto, dont nous avons francis^ 
I'orthographe, et que les indigenes appellent 
Hpongwho, est devenu Franfais depuis 1843 ; 
^poque k laquelle d'apr^ les ordres de M. Bouet 
Willaumez, alors gouverneur du Senegtd, le 
capitaine de frigate de Monleon, commandant le 
brick, ' Le Zebre,' y ^tablit un comptoir fortifi^ 
sous le nom de Fort d'Aumale. Les deux rives 
du fleuve avaient ^t^ pr^c^emment ced^ k la 
France par des trait& pass& par Monsieur le 
Capitaine de vaisseau Bouet Willaumez, avec les 
differents rois des populations voisiaes. Ce 

• Tome 3, p. ftlS. 
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Comptoir n'oflrit aucunedifficultid'etabliasement, 
mais D^cessita des uombreux travaux de deMche- 
ment, et de mouveraents de terrain." 

In the netgbbourhocMl of Cape Esterias ve pass 
by, on entering the river, a creek called Guergay, 
□p which is to be found a tribe named the Bulous, 
who speak adifferent language from theMpongwea. 
The latter are the aborigines of the districts on 
both Eddes of the river, to a distance of about 
thirty milea into the interior. Their chief towns 
in the neighbourhood of the French station are 
those of King Qua Ben and King Glass. 
Near the latter is an American mission station, 
with which the Rev. Mr. Wilson was connected 
for many years. From twenty to thirty miles 
higher up, on the other side of the river, are two 
other large towns, entitled King William's and 
King George's Towns. On Konig Island, about 
twentymUes from the mouth of the river,anumber 
of these people are also located. Contiguous 
to Fort d'Aumale a very pretty garden was lud 
out, a few years ago, by Mous. Bouet, then 
commandant of the Comptoir. It beairs, how- 
ever, the appearance of irapurment in its 
arrangements now, which everything in Africa 
gradually aasumes, despite of the best care-taking. 
There is also here a pretty little P^ la Chaise; 
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and the bishop has a considerable quantity of 
land under cultivation. There is a breakwater 
at the pier, which is very uaefuL About half a 
dozen French merchants have stores in the 
neighbourhood of the Comptoir. We find one 
restaurant, kept by a French widow ; and the 
establishments of the English merchants — four 
in number — ore located higher up, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Glass Town. 

The Shekanis, the Bakelea, and the Pangwea 
are the tribes known as occupying the interior 
countries up the river. Petty warfares, joined 
to, if not having th^ origin in, the fordgn 
slave-trade, have reduced the first of these (Mr. 
Wilson says) to a mere handful of people. The 
Bakeles, one of the many migratory tribes of 
Africa, coming from no one knows where, 
usurped and held possession of the territories 
formerly owned by the Shekanis. They, how- 
ever, ore now being put to the rout by th? 
Pangwes, who, though not heard of till late 
years on the Gaboon side of the Sierra del OiyBtal 
rai^ of mountuns, are coming step by step 
down the river's banks, and settling there. The 
reaa<m which they give for their inroads is that 
their produce did not realize the amonnt which 
they expected, much of which they deemed 
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themselves to have been deprived of through the 
roguery of the Shekanis and Bakeles. The 
Pangwes are reported, upon good authority, 
to be cannibals. Leaving their anthropophagy 
aside, there appear so many other points of 
resemblance between them and the Felatahs, that 
I am disposed to extract the interesUng descrip* 
tion given of them by the Rev. Mr. Wilson* : — 
" The Pangwes, in some respects, are very 
remarkable people ; among savages, I do not 
know that I have ever met men of nobler or more 
imposing bearing. Their form is indicative of 
strength and energy, rather than grace or beauty. 
Their stature is of medium size, but compact and 
well-proportioned ; and their gait is alike manly 
and independent. The complexion of both males 
and females is two shades lighter than that of 
the maritime people ; and their features, though 
decddedly African, are comparatively regular. 
But their hair, and the mode in which it is worn, 
is, perhaps, the most striking characteristic about 
thor appearance. It is softer than the usual 
negro bur, and is tuually plated into four braids, 
two of which are worn in front, and two pass 
over the shoulders, and not un&equently reach 
more than half-way down the back. At the 

• Op. Cit, p. 303. 
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same time, their bodies are smeared over with a 
red ointmeDt, which heightens the smgularity of 
their appearance to a very remarkable de^ee. 
They wear no clothing, except a narrow atrip of 
bark cloth between their legs. Their legs and 
anna are decorated with rings of brass or ivory. 
A broad-bladed knife or dirk, in a sheath of 
snake or guana skin, in attached to a leather 
thong tied around the middle. A hatchet of 
peculiar shape is carried on the shoulders ; and 
the men are seldom seen walking out without a 
bundle of long spears in one hand. White pound 
beads are very much admired. Broad belts of 
them are worn around the arms and legs, and 
they are worked into the hair so as to form a 
complete bead wig. 

" They are remarkably expert in throwing the 
spear. In their wars they use cross-bows and 
poisoned arrows, and have shields made out of 
the skin of the elephant. They show a good 
deal of mechanical ingenuity in casting copper 
rings, and in manufacturing knives and other im- 
plements of war. It is said they melt thdr own 
iron, which is true, unless it is found in a native 
state, which seems to be the more common 
opinion at the present day. That which is used 
by the Pangwes is regarded as much superior to 
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the trade iron brought to the coast ; so much so, 
that they will not use the latter at all. It is not 
only used for the manufacture of instruments, 
but is the circulating medium through the 
Pangwe country. Strips of iron, in size and 
shape like the blade of a horse-phleme, and tied 
up in bundles of eight or ten pieces, are the real 
currency of the country, by which the price of 
every other article is regulated. They are the 
-only people in Western Africa I have ever known 
who had a circulating mediuuL* 

"They cultivate the soil to some extent. 
Yams, cocoa, Indian com, plantains, beana, and 
a few other articles, are raised in sufficient 
quantities for their own consumption. They are 
much addicted to hunting, and excel all others 
in killing the elephant, which they prize both for 
its tusks and its flesh. The habit of contending 
■mth this monster of the woods, involving so 
much peril of life as it does, has done much, 
without doubt, to develop their energy, and to 
make them just the men of the dauntless iiltre- 
pidity which they seem to be." 

■ The Yorabu have long had a circnlating medium of cownes. 
The FUataha, np the Niger, have likewise a cnrreacj' Bimilar to 
that described by Mr. Wilson in conneiion with the Psugives. 
At psige 2.54 of my " Impreesioiis of WeBt«m Africa," it will be 
seen that these are not the only people in Western Africa posBeas- 
ing a circulating mediom. 
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An ascent of this river was made in March, 
1846, hy Governor Beecroft, in the S.S. 
"Ethiope." The ateamer did not go farther 
than from sixty to seventy miles up the stream ; 
and Dr. King's report on this voyage comes to 
the conclusion that, "from this ascent, it has 
been ascertained that the river is of no im- 
portance as a highway into interior Africa." 

To the former products of ivory, red wood, 
and bees- wax, coming from the Gaboon coimtry, 
India-rubber has been lately added ; but the 
industrial products of the adjoining districts are 
not likely to make Gaboon a position of high 
commercial importance. 

Nevertheless, since the names of Livingstone, 
Barth, Burton, Speke, and Bowen stand out on 
the roll of successftQ -African explorers, without 
the aid of rivers or steam -boats, I consider it my 
duty to point out that a journey straight across 
the continent from Batanga, Corisco, or Giaboon, 
would enable the traveller to discover the pecu- 
liarities of those " independent Pagan tribes " 
before mentioned, and finally to emerge at a point 
nearly opposite to Aden in the Red Sea. This 
would be a route considerably northward of the 
track recorded by Mr. Macqueen,* as having been 

* Tide FroceedingB of the Boyal GeographicAl Society, vol. S, 
No. 2, p. 862. 
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taken by SUva Porto, a Portugue&e trader, who 
effected three several journeys from Benguela, 
emerging at Mozambique. Such an enterprise 
might likefrise lead to information as to the in- 
country courses of the Eameroons, Gaboon, Con.' 
go, and Nazareth, as well as many others of the 
comparatively unknown rivers of Western Africa. 
On the subject of the exploration of this neigh- 
bourhood, I extract the following from a letter 
written to me by the Rev. James Mackey, of Co- 
riflco : — " Whilst your Government is doing so 
much to open up this continent to commerce and 
Missionary efforts, and seems to be willing to do 
so much more, I wish you would direct their at- 
tention to this part of the coast-interior ; for here 
is a vast unknown region. The Muni, Mundah, 
and Gaboon rivers are all shut They all rise in 
the mountains, at perhaps no more than a hun- 
dred and fifty miles to two hundred miles from 
the sea, and are navigable scarcely half that dis- 
tance, on account of falls in the mountaina But 
my impression is that the Nazareth, which falls 
into the sea just north of Cape Lopez, extends far 
into the interior. This river has, I think, been 
much overlooked. It has several mouths. It is 
united by a kind of network of waters with the 
Mexias and Feman Vas, the latter of which is 
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forty miles or more south of the principal emboa- 
chure of the river. I was once, several 
years ago, at the mouth of the main stream, and 
supposed, from its appearance, that it was not 
large ; but I learned from the Rev. Mr. Walker, of 
the Gaboon Miaaion, who entered the river in a 
boat and ascended over a day's journey, that the 
stream is both large and strong — the current not 
stemmed by the tide, and an immense quantity of 
water discharged by it It is probable there are 
falls at a hundred or a hundred and fifty miles 
from its mouth, as the same range of mountains 
which is to the eastward of us (ie., of Corisco) 
passes, I believe, at about that distance from the 
Nazareth mouth." 
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VteackVoluutar; Emigratioii — Ita DafiuitiiKi bj ^e Earl of H&lmes- 
bury — DaoTB for lufomution on the Subject Ezpraaeed by the 
Emperor Napoleon — Coimt Walewaki's Repudiation of the aner- 
taon t^t the System baa anything to do with the Slave-trade — 
ImpoeHibility of inducing Tolnntary Emigration from Afiica — 
Frinoe Zahr'B and the Eroomen'a Sentimenis abont Absence firom 
Home — Hiatoryof Utea&irof the "ReginaCoeli" — Ccomnodore 
Wise's Sketch of Volontarj Emigrante Stationed at Loanda — 
Conanl H'Leod'a Deacription of Emigrant's Voyage in a Forbi- 
guese Dhow — Consul Lawless' Infonnation on the Emigrant re- 
gnlaldona — History of the " Charles et Gleorgee " affiiir at Mo- 
tambique — Opinion of an American Commander on the Emigra- 
tion — Experience of the Rev. Mr. Townaend on the Snltject — 
ProvisionB of the New IVeatj in Reference to Coolie Immigration. 

The subject of the French voluntary emigration 
syBtein might seem a very ticklish one for any 
person in my position to descant upon, were I 
not fortified, at the beginning, by bdng enabled to 
record thereon the opinion of one of the heads of 
Her Majesty's Government The Ittght Honor- 
able the Earl of Malmesbury, in one of bis de- 
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spatcliea to Mr. Howard, Her Majesty's MinUter 
Plenipotentiary at Lisbon, on the affair of the 
" Charles et Georges," expresses the views of the 
Government with an independence equally evi- 
dent in all his Lordship's correspondence with 
reference to that matter. From the Foreign 
Office, at date of October 15th, 1858, his Lord- 
ship says : — "You are aware that Her Majesty's 
Government have never altered their opinion 
as to the analogous nature of the French scheme 
for exporting negroes with that of the avowed 
Slave-trade." • 

I may advance, as one of my chief reasons for 
putting together some evidence touching this 
emigration, the dread that many persons may be 
labouring under the same uncertainty about it as 
the Emperor of France confesses himself to he in 
a despatch dated St Cloud, 30th October, 1858, 
and addressed to his cousin the Prince Na- 
poleon : — 

" Mais quant au principe de I'engagement des 
noirs mes id^ea sont loin d'etre fix^. Si, en effet, 
des travailleura recrut^s sur la cote d'Afrique 
n'ont pas leur libre arbitre, et si cet enrdlement 
n'est autre chose qu'un Traits deguia^, je n'en 

* Vide Deipateh 41, at page 46 of ' Furtber papen reUtbg to the 
CBBe <^ the ' Charles et Georgee.' PreeentAi} to botliHonsesofFar- 
liament, by conunand of Her Majesty, 1869." IiOodoQ, Harrisoii k 
Sods. 
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Teux & aucon prix- Car ce n'est pas moi qui prot^- 
gerai nulle part des entreprisea contrairea au pro- 
gcka, k lliuiuaDit^, et fi la civilization," . 

It may be observed that Count Walewski 
" utterly repudiates the idea that the proceed- 
ings for obtaining free negro labour gave any 
encouragement to the traffic in slaves ; and that 
he was prepared to uphold this assertion 
against all who dispute it" 

But I would like the noble Count to prove 
how the so-called voluntary emigration system 
adopted by his nation can be regarded merely as a 
system for obtaining firee labour, when there are 
palpable facts contradicting the assertion which 
Count Walewski is prepared to uphold agdnst all 
who dispute it. 

The first and most important is one known to 
all who are acquainted with Airica, that, of the 
two claases of slaves and freemen of which its 
population condsta, the freemen u>iU not emi- 
grate, the ghvei cannot/ 

Love for their native homes and affection for 
th^ families are two of the strongest charac- 
teristics of the negro tribe. Hear one of these 
chiefe giving utterance to his sentiments— one of 
the class who are free to emigrate: — * 

• Denham and Clapperton'a NarrattTe of TnTek and Diaoo- 
Tetin in NortbetD »nd Central Africa, p. 264. 
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".Zahr, with his followers, after looking at 
me with an earnestness that was distressing to 
me for a considerable time, at length gained 
confidence enough to ask some questions, com- 
mencing as usual with 'What brought you 
here ? They say your country is more than a 
moon from Tripoli.' I replied, 'To see by 
whom the country was inhabited, and whether 
it had lakes and rivers and mountains like 
ours.' He then inquired, ' And have you been 
three years from your home? Are not your 
eyes dimmed with straining to the North, where 
your thoughts must ever be? Oh, you are 
men, men indeedl Why, if my eyes do not see 
the wife and children of my heart for ten days, 
when they should be closed in sleep, they are 
flowing in tears.' " 

Hear, too, the sad though rhapsodical wailing 
of the Kroomen (all of whom are free to emi- 
grate) on their being engaged in 1856 by a 
Monsieur Chevalier : — 

" Oh 1 sad it is to us. We are a weak and 
ignorant race of creatures, have no power of 
ourselves to go to French Guiana, and bring our 
men from far to see what they are doing — 
whether are sold to different parts of the world. 

" Oh 1 my friend, how shall we find out our 
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men ? We beg of you with the pleasure of yoor 
heart to assist us in this matter. Please, oh go 
there, for we willing to do anything for you; 
had we money, we would to pay or reward you, 
we would have done it ; as England is the most 
powerfiil nation on the globe, we apply to you 
for assistance among these Eroos. There are 
three youngsters .belonging to the Mission 
School, one is married, his wife and child. 
Please, oh please, we want our men to come 
home. Mothers' hearts is aching for her chil- 
dren with wishful hearts. Many eyes looking 
upon this wide Atlantic Ocean, and lon^ng for 
their sons to come home, but in vain. As you 
are the people of Glod, feel for us, and may 
the Almighty bless and preserve you in your 
labours. Amen. 

" Signed by the hands of the principal kings 
and chiefe. 

*' Saml. Botd, 

" King'9 Secretuj, Fish Town, Cftpe Pftlmas. 
" To the British Consul at Fernuido Fo." 

No man with a spark of feeling can read the 
finale of this pathetic appeal, wanting the " men 
to come home," and depicting " mothers' hearts 
aching for her children," without feeling doubt- 
ful of the propriety of describing such a system 
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as that which called it forth as one of " volun- 
tary emigration." 

The disastrous affair of the " Repna Coeli," in 
the early part of 1858, afforded very manifest 
evidence of the aenae in which Count Walew- 
skl's system of free negro labour was under- 
stood. 

The account ^ven of this affair by Mr, Blyden, 
of Monrovia, is contained in the following words, 
which I extract from an American Magazine, 
the Ariglo-AJrictm: — 

" In the early part of April last (1858), the 
* Repna Coeli,' a French ship engaged in the 
enlistment of labourers, as above stated, was 
lying at anchor off Manna, with two or three 
hundred emigrants on board, among whom, in 
consequence of some of their number being 
manacled, considerable dissatisfaction prevailed. 
During the absence of the captain on one occa- 
sion a quarrel broke out between the cook and 
one of the emigrants ; the cook struck the emi- 
grant; the latter retaliated, when a scuffle en- 
sued, in which other emigrants took part This 
attracted the attentiqn of the rest of the crew, 
who, coming to the assistance of the cook, vio- 
lently beat the emigrants, killing several of 
them. By this time those emigrants who had 
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been confined below were unshackled, and, join- 
ing in the fracas, killed in retaliation eH tbe 
crew, save one man, who fled aloft, and pro- 
tested most earnestly his freedom from any 
participation in the matter. The emigrants, 
recognizLng his innocence, spared his life, but 
ordered him ashore forthwith, with which order 
he readily complied. 

"The surviving emigrants, having now sole 
charge of the vessel, awaited the arrival of the 
captain, to despatch him as soon as he touched 
the deck ; whilst he, learning their intention, 
did not venture aboard, but sought and obtuned 
aid from the Liberian authorities, at Cape Mount, 
to keep the exasperated savages from stranding 
his vesseL Meanwhile the English mul-steamer 
* Ethiope ' arriving at Monrovia, her captain 
was prevailed upon to proceed to the rescue of 
the ' Regina Cceli.' He did so, and safely towed 
her into Monrovia Roads. The emigrants all 
made their escape." 

From tbe same writer, and in the same paper, 
we glean the following fact, aflFording further 
evidence of the result of this system : — 

"Nearly coincident with the above circum- 
stance, and perhaps, in some measure, the result 
of it, was another of similar character in the 
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interior of Liberia. One or two native chiefe, it 
appears, had collected a number of persons, and 
-were conveying them, manacled, to the coast, for 
the purpose of supplying the emigrant veasela. 
On their way they stopped with th«r human 
load to pass the night at a native town. During 
the night one of the captives, having worked 
himself loose, untied the others, when a revolt 
took place, in which the prisoners killed their 
kidnappers, and made their escape." 

Further evidence on the spontaneous will of 
the Africans to emigrate is afforded by Com- 
modore Wise* — not from hearsay testimony, but 
firomfiicta of which he had visible proof before him. 
His letter is dated H. M. S. S. "Vesuidus," St. 
Paul de Loando, September 5th, 1858: — "AH 
attempts at disguising the real nature of the 
Trench emigration scheme have been lately given 
up. It is now a common occurrence to observe 
these unfortunate negroes brought in from the 
interior in twos and threes to the French factory, 
secured by ropes to the forked end of a wooden 
pole encircling their necks, their hands strongly 
bound, and thus dragged along by their owners, 
whilst a third negro hastens their movements by 
the lash. 

" Vide Blue Book, Slave Trade, Chm A, 18C9, p. 190. 
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" At Loango the voluntary free emigrants are 
now guarded in the same manner as slaves. 
Many of them have attempted to escape ; and in 
order to prevent any chances of such an attempt 
proving successful, the French agents make it a 
practice to secure these unfortunate negroes to 
irons in gangs of twos and threes ; they may be 
thus observed every morning, when brought 
down to wash in the lagoon, at the foot of the 
barracoon." 

The affair of the " Charles et Georges," on the 
east coast of Africa, being nearly simultaneous 
in its occurrence with that of the " Regina Cceli" 
on the west coast, let us take wings in our 
" labour of love," and transport ourselves to the 
neighbourhood of Mozambique, to ascertain if 
they manage the system more humanely there. 

We may save ourselves the journey, however, 
as on the desk before us lies a blue book,* from 
which can be extracted a morceau fivm a de- 
spatch of Consul M'Leod's, in which he describes 
the circumstances usually attending the removal 
of emigrants from the coast of Africa, to supply a 
ship waiting for her voluntary passengers at the 
ishmd of Madagascar. The voyage is made in a 
dhow belonging to an Arab named Kallifan, and 

♦ Slave Trade, Claas B, 1869, p. 18. 
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their port of departure is somewhere in the neigh- 
bourhood of Zanzibar. "During the voyage they 
receive just sufficient uncooked rice or beans, with 
a litde water, to keep them alive, and are left day 
and night without any covering whatever, and 
surrounded by their own excrement. Their 
destination is some port not likely to be visited 
by any of Her Majesty's cruisers; and arrived 
there, the only improvement in their condition 
is a full allowance of water. Should it happen 
that, by stress of weather, the ship that is to 
take them is retarded in her arrival, their suflfer- 
ings are much increased ; and when the poor 
creatures do at last get on board the French 
ship, the sudden change to an ample diet pro- 
duces rickness and sometimes death. The cap- 
tain of a French vessel says that, on one occasion, 
when he landed at Europa Island to get some 
turtle, he found upwards of a hundred n^roea 
lying on the beach, without any protection 
against the sun or rain. They were guarded by 
some armed Arabs, and were waiting the arrival 
of a vessel to take them to Bourbon. Thdr 
proviMons were nearly exhausted, and if by any 
accident the vessel should be retarded, it is easy 
to conceive what their fate would be. Aa these 
dhows are for the most part old and unseaworthy, 
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and they often lose their way, there can be no 
doubt that numbers of the negroes die of Btarva- 
tion." 

I hope it vill not be suspected that I have 
ever been engaged in the cattle trade, from my 
confession that I am able to testify to having 
frequently seen pigs put on board steamers for 
transhipment from Ireland to England ; and 
that I have observed, even in summer, that they 
were protected from casual inclemendes of the 
weather, and not " left a day and night without 
any covering whatever," as is the custom with 
negroes who voluntarily emigrate from Zanzibar 
to the islands of Bourbon or Reunion. 

Having seen so much of the humanity side 
of the question, let us now look at it in a com- 
mercial point of view. I cannot say whether it 
is a peculiarity of the climate or not, but one 
does ofren see philanthropy and trade on the 
west coast of Africa as nearly related as the 
Siamese twins. 

Although a blue book is not exactly the kind 
of book with which we are likely to try 
and wile away the time in a shady arbour 
on a Summer's day, some startling facts may be 
occasionally gleaned from these interesting an- 
nuals. 
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In one before me T see that Consul Lawless of 
Martinique states to Lord Clarendon the faot 
that *'with the emigrant, on arriving at 
Martinique, is produced a receipt of his for two 
hundred franca (i.e., 8/.) expended in procuring 
his ransom." 

Consul Lawless further says, " I am unable to 
inform your Lordship whether the above men- 
tioned sum of 200 francs is really disbursed by 
Messrs. Re^ for the emigrant." 

This information I am happy to supply to his 
Lordship and Consul Lawless, from a record in 
my own journal, which wUl prove that the Messrs. 
Re^ actually do not expend this sum in pro- 
curing the enugrant's ransom. 

At Gaboon, aa well as at Loando — both of 
which places supply Messrs. Reg^ with emi- 
grants — ^the following prices are paid for them: — 
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The head man gets a dash of about six shillings 
worth for each negro he succeeds in bringing to 
the voluntary market. 

Turning a single leaf backward in my annual, 
T read a sketch by the same respectable Consul 
(Lawless), a sketch which is too vivid and too in- 
teresting in any way to curtail : — 

"I have now to state to your Lordship the con- 
ditions, of a pecuniary nature, subject to which 
the services of immigrants are secured to the Co- 
lony, and the proportionate part of tiie expenses 
of their introduction, which the Government 
and the proprietors support. In accordance 
with the terms of their contract with the Home 
Government, Messrs. Regis are entitled to re- 
ceive from the Colony, for each adult la- 
bourer landed at Martinique, after such labourer 
has been indented to the proprietor to whom 
he is allotted by the Administration, a siun of 
500 francs, viz., 200 fiiBncs, being the amount 
of their stated dbbursements for the immigrants' 
use in Africa (I shall presently explain to your 
Lordship the nature of this disbursement), and 300 
francs, the premium given them as compensa- 
tion for their pains and trouble by the Crovern- 
ment. 

" From the sum of 500 francs a deduction of 
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3 per cent is made for the benefit of the Naval 
Pension Fund (Caisse des Invtdtdes de la Ma- 
rine.) The first-mentioned sum of 200 francs is 
repaid the Government by the proprietor before 
he receives the immigrants allotted to him, to- 
gether with a sum of 30 francs, which is 
termed *re^tration fees,' on taking up the in- 
denture of each immigrant. Of the remaining 
300 francs so advanced in the first instance by 
the Government, the proprietor is obliged to 
reimburse a further sum of 200 francs, in three 
equal payments, to be made in each twelve, 
twenty-four, and thirty-six months ; he is also re- 
quired to pay a ' proportional duty' (droit yro' 
portionnel) of six. frwics per annum, in half-yearly 
instalments, being a tas at the rate of 5 per cent, 
on the yearly wages of one engaged labourer. 

" This tax, as well as the registration fees, is, 
however, appropriated to the increase of the Im- 
migration Fund. In case of the immigrant's 
death within the period of his engagement, the 
proportional duty ceases ; but not the obligation 
to complete the reimbursement of the 200 francs, 
which must be paid regardless of that contin- 
gency. But, on the other hand, the proprietor is 
entitled to receive out of the immigrant's wages 
iJie 200 francs which Messrs. Regis are reputed 
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to have pwd for his use in Afnca; and deduction 
of 3 franca per month is made from each adnlt 
inunigraut's aahuy, until this sum of 500, I 
mean 200, francs is paid. 

" Your Lordship mil remark from the fore- 
going details that the 500 francs allowed to 
Messrs. Regis for each adult immigrant are, in 
point of fact, supplied as follows : — 

" 100 francs by the Government, 200 francs 
by the proprietor, and 200 franca by the immi- 
grant. 

"And the totaJ cost to the proprietors to 
secure the industrial services of the latter for ten 
years, amounts to but 290 francs, viz.; — 

Paid in cash . . .200 

„ in three instalments 200 

Re^tration Fees ... 30 

Proportional tax ... 60 

490 
Less the amount which he re- 
covers from the immigrant . 200 

290 

" According to the engagement subscribed to 
in Africa by the immigrant, which is the same 
document that is afterwards transferred to the 
t2 
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proprietor here by Messrs. Re^ the term of the 
immigrants' obUgatory stay in Martinique ia for 
ten full years, which are not to be held com- 
pleted until he baa worked ten times 312 days. 
During this time he is to be provided with lodg- 
ings, medical attendance, and two suits of cloth- 
ing. His rations consist of aalt^fish, rice, and 
cassava flour, in the usual proportions given to 
the native agricultural labourers, and his wages at 
the rate of twelve francs per month, of twenty- 
six working days ; only one-half of his earnings 
are paid to him monthly, and the other half at 
the esipiration of the year, when his account on 
the reg^ter of the estate is made out in his pre- 
sence before the Juge de Pais, and due deduc- 
tions are made for sickness and absences. For 
each day's absence without leave, or from sickness 
occasioned by bis own excesses, the immigrant 
forfeits one day's pay actually earned, in addition 
to the dajrs so lost. It may, therefore, be com- 
puted that an average actual residence of twelve 
years will be necessary to entitle the immigrant 
to bis ' repatriement,' which even then he can 
claim only in case of hia having made a monthly 
deposit of the tenth part of his wages in the 
Immigration Chest" 
I wish particularly to point the attention of 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



AFFAIE OF THE " CHARLES ET OEOBGBS." 277 

those who conader a " repatriement " possible to 
the last part of the foregoiag extract, from which 
it appears that an immigrant can only claim the 
right of being sent back to his country in case of 
his having made a monthly deposit of the tenth 
part of his wages in the Immigration Chest." 

With reference to the affair of the " Charles et 
Gleorges," the correspondence on which was the 
occasion of eliciting Count Walewaki's famous re- 
pudiation noticed at the commencement of this 
chapter, it appears, from incontestable evidence, 
that all the negroes found in that vessel, when 
she was captured by the Portuguese man-of-war 
" Zambesi," declared that they had been brought 
there against their wilL Some of them had 
been stolen or kidnapped from their owners at 
Mozambique ; whilst the delegate from Reunion, 
who was onboard in the characterof a government 
officer, could produce no evidence of a single man 
having volunteered his services. 

The history of this matter from be^nning to 
end, divested of its official mystification, appears 
to me very simple, and may be briefly told. 

By a Portaria, or decree, of the Marine and 
Colonial Department of Portugal, bearing date 
27th of February, 1856, it appears that the Por- 
tuguese Government does not allow the hiring, 
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or Otherwise taking away from its Africwi poflses- 
sionB, of any negro labourers. The exportation of 
negroes from the African colonic dependencies of 
Portugal is not only considered contraband by 
the treaty of 1815, but is made by their own 
laws an act of piracy in the Portuguese ter- 
ritory. 

Onthe20thNovember,l857,acircularhadbeen 
addressed to all the Governors of districts by the 
Governor-general of Mozambique, with the view 
of preventing the exportation of colonists from 
the ports of that province — a thing which had 
been in operation in connexion with the provi- 
sions of the voluntary emigration law sanctioned 
by the French Government in 1852. 

Ijet us bear in mind that this circular primarily 
appeared before the public in the ofScial bulletin 
of Mozambique, of December 19th, 1857, on the 
very first day of which month was dated the re- 
port of the commission appointed by the Gover- 
nor-general of Mozambique to investigate the cir- 
cumstances under which the b^que "Charles et 
Georges " was captured on the coast of Quintun- 
gonha by the Portuguese man-of-war " Zambesi," 
which report condemned the vessel and her 
crew to the penalties enacted in the decree of 
10th December, 1836. 
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When we investigate the reason of this ship, 
captain, and crew being mulcted for contraven- 
tion of law, of course our first inquiry is into 
the particulars of their offence. 

The fact comes out that she had been anchored 
for fleveral days previous to the 20th November 
in the port of Conducia, having with her, as an 
executive officer, a delegate from the adminis- 
tration of the French island of Reunion, and 
that she had got on board 110 negroes, fifity-nine 
of whom were embarked at Quintungonha, none 
of them as volunteers, for they had been sold to 
the captun ; and some of them had been stolen 
Irom their masters, a few of whom belonged to 
the city of Mozambique.* 

On the day succeeding the date borne by the 
circular of prohibition, out comes the Portu- 
guese maji-of-war " Zambesi " from Mozambique, 
and captures the *' Charles et Georges." The 
latter was brought into Mozambique, tried by a 
commission instituted for the purpose, and con- 
denmed as a slaver. Captain Rouxel, the 
master, was condemned to two years' imprison- 
ment in irons — a sentence which be escaped by 
appealing to the court of Relagao, at Lisbon, 

■ From the Journal de Conmerdo of Lislwit, of Febniarj 24tii, 
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whither he accompanied his vessel to have the 
appeal tried. 

Thereupon appears the French representative 
at Lisbon, the Marquis de Lisle, and makes a 
plea to the effect that the " Charles et Georges " 
had sailed from Reunion before the prohibition 
of the 20th of November was known there — a 
thing not at all improbable, when we remember 
she was captured at Canducia, and brought to 
Mozambique on the 26th of the same month ; 
that the men were hired as emigrants, and were 
free to act as they pleased — even to return to 
their country after their period of five years 
of servitude was completed. The latter part 
of this, meaning ten years instead of five, and 
bearing upon the repatriement fund, is perfectly 
int«lli^ble as it stands. 

These facts being proved by papers of agree- 
ment, it comes out on the evidence before the 
commission that the papers were aU forged, and 
the emigrants deposed to the fact that they had 
been sold or kidnapped — at all events, handed 
over to the capt^n against their will. 

Meantime the affair, although only one of a 
cargo of negroes, was beginning to assume a 
serious aspect. Our Government did everything 
possible to throw oil upon the troubled waters, 
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and bring the afiiur to a peaceable condusion, 
but without success. 

A council was held at Paris, presided over by 
the Emperor, on the 2nd of October, in the year 
following, and it was determined to demand the 
release of the " Charles et Georges," with in- 
demnity for her unjuat and illegal capture. The 
reason advanced for making this demand im- 
perative was, becaiise " she was a French ship, 
having a government delegate on board, autho- 
rized to hire labourers ; and her condemnation 
as a slaver was tantamount to connecting the 
imperial government with the traffic in slaves, 
therefore derogatory to the honour of France." 

The demand was made by the Marquis de 
Lisle on the part of France, and refused by the 
Marquis de Soule on the part of Portugal 

Hence two vessels of war were dispatched to 
the Tagus, to frighten the Portuguese ; and on 
the 26th of the same month a squadron of four 
men-of-war — two of which had meantime put in 
to Lisbon for coals on their homeward voyage — 
steamed out of the Tagus, the steamer "Caligny" 
towing the " Charles et Georges," 

Passing by the charges of informality made 
against the judge at Mozambique, of having 
omitted to refer (as it seems he ought to have 
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done) the proceedings to the superior court at 
Loanda for their approbation — aa well as an 
accusation brought agunst the Mozambique 
governor, of having allowed two other ships on 
the same mission to escape— namely, the *' Marie 
Caroline" and the "Marie Stella," whilst he seized 
the " Charles et Georges — it appears to me that 
no unprejudiced person can come to any other 
conclusion on the subject than that the matter 
from be^ning to end reflects no credit on dther 
the Portuguese or French government. 

Thecommanderof theU.S. ship "Dale"* having 
read over the papers, which were shown to him 
on board one of these emigrant ships, comes to 
the conclusion that, " irom the degraded condi- 
tion of the natives of the coast, I cannot but 
believe that this action of the French govern- 
ment vrill result in thw benefit " — a conclusion, 
to my thinking, rather premature, seeing it was 
educed from an examination of papers instead of 



No one ever wrote more truly than the Earl of 
Malmesbury did in his correspondence, address- 
ing Earl Cowley, Her Majesty's minister, in the 
following words : — " Experience will doubtless 

■ Vide " CoTnepondence -wiOi the United St&tea' GoTwnnMnt 
on the queBtion of right of Viait," p. 29. Par. Papew. HMTiaon, 
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prove to them " (the French government) " that 
it" (negro emigration) " must give rise to inter- 
national disputes, massacres of the French crews, 
retaliatory cruelties to the negroes, and a general 
encouragement to the illegal slave-trade all over 
the world."* 

That it has given rise to intemedne wars in 
Africa is known from the testimony of Mr. 
Blyden, already quoted ; of the Rev. Mr. Towna- 
end, Church of England missionary at Abbeo- 
kuta ; and of Doctor Livingstone. That the 
horrors of the middle passage endured by these 
poor emigrants equal those recorded Qibon&fde 
slave-trade voyages, may be inferred from the 
fact that the French steamer ''Stella," which lefiC 
Longuebonne, near Eabenda, on the south-west 
coast of Africa, with a cargo of 950 voluntary emi- 
grants, arrived at Guadaloupe, after a thirty days' 
voyage, with only 647 — one-third of the whole 
lot having perished, at the rate of ten per day. 

I have too strong a faith in the humani^ and 
intelligence of the French Emperor, government, 
and people, to believe they would sanction such 
a system as this were they aware of the existence 
of such horrors in connection with it aa I have 
deemed it my duty here to record. On tiie part 
• Fomgn Office,;.0ctober 30th, 1868. 
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of His Imperial Majesty more especially, the 
strongest evidence has been given of his opposition 
to it by the " Convention ratified between Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria and the Emperor of the 
French, relative to the emigration of labourers 
firom India to the colony of Reunion." This 
treaty was signed at Paris on July 25th, 1860, 
and ratified in the course of the following month 
by the plenipotentiaries of the respective nations, 
namely, Earl Cowley and Monsieur de ThouveneL 

The provisions of this convention are of very 
great importance, and seem calculated to do 
away with all the abominations of the first-men- 
tioned system. 

Although coolies are not definitely mentioned, 
they are nevertheless the tribe of emigrants for 
whom these regulations are instituted. 

Agents chosen by each government, and hold- 
ing the same position as consuls, have to superin- 
tend the proper organization of the emigration. 

It is the agent's duty first "to satisfy himself 
that the emigrant is not a British subject, or, if 
a British subject, that bis engagement is voluntary, 
that he has a perfect knowledge of the nature 
of his contract, of the place of his destination, of 
the probable length of his voyage, and of the differ- 
ent advantages connected with his engagement" 
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The two most important articles Id this con- 
ventjon are the proTisions " that the duration of 
the emigrant's engagement shall not be more 
than five years ; " and that, " in the distribution 
of labourers, no husband shall be separated from 
his wife, nor any father or mother from their 
children under fifteen years of age." 

A code of such regulations as these is pretty 
certain to crown the energy of the French mer- 
chants in their West Indian colonies with more 
success than any plan which bears sorrow to the 
AiHcans, however unconscious they may be of 
its agency. 
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Of Femtuido Po onder its new R^ime — GoTernor Don Chacon, 
asd hia Froclanution of 1858 — Alann Cftnaed to the Rosidenta 
of Clarence (now S&uta Iwbella) by that Proclamation— Their 
Remonstran(» against its Froviaona — Failure of theee Remou- 
atrancea — The Commeno^nent of Spanish Work in Colonization 
— Mortality amongat the Colonials — Ita Causee — Clearing the 
Biuh — Ascent to tlie Peak of Fernando Po — The Queen of 
Spain's Decree conconing h^ PomicncioiiB in the Golf of Giunea 
— Ezsmple of Fertility in Fernando Po — The Aborigines the 
greataat Obatacle to the Development o£ the Inland's CultiTation 
— Their Natural Indolence and Social Habits — Sketch of an 
Aboriginal Wedding — Sensible Evidence of Approach to a 
Femandian To^n — Cuutne at the King's Beeidence— -Dms «^ 
die Bride and the Bridegroom — like Nep^^ or ProfeuitHial 
Singers — Matter of their E^thalamiom — The Mothera being 
Boonanas, or Biahopa performing the liarriage Ceremony — Pe- 
culiarity of the Mode of Celebration — Savage Danoeinthe middle 
of the Oa«mony — Froceeeion to the Bridegroom's Hoose — 
Natural Politeness— Naptdal Offerings — Banquet after the 
Caouony. 

In the year 1858 the Spanish Government 
seemed detennined to do something effective, by 
laying cWm to its possession in the Gulf of 
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Guinea. Fernando Po was visited in the month 
of May of that yeu* by a Spanish war steamer, 
the " Yasco Nunez de Balboa," whose commander 
soon made known the object of his visit, by 
issuing the following proclamation : — 

" Commander Don Carlos Chacon, knight of 
the military order of St. HermenegUda, captain 
of frigate in the Spanish Navy, commander of 
Her Catholic Majesty's squadron in the islands 
of Fernando Po, Anno Bon, and Corisco, go- 
vernor-general of all the said islands, makes 
known to all — 

" 1st The religion of this colony is that of the 
Roman Catholic Church, as the only one of the 
kingdom of Spain, with the exclusion of any 
other; and no other religious profession is 
tolerated or allowed but that made by the mis- 
sionaries of the aforesaid Catholic religion ; and 
no school allowed. 

" 2nd. Those who profess any other religion 
which is not the Catholic should confine their 
worship within their own private houses or 
families, and limit it to the members thereof 

*' 3rd. Mr. Lynslager is appointed lieutenant- 
governor in the colony, until the resolution of 
Her Majesty the Queen of Spain is known. 

*' 4th. All the other by-laws and regulations 
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for the good goverament and order of this 
colony, which are not contrary to that enacted 
this day, will remain in full vigour till further 
ordering. 

"Given under my hand and seal, on board 
H.C.M. vessel 'Balboa,' thb 27th of May, 1858. 
" (Signed) Carlos Chacon." 

It is not my business or duty to cast any im- 
putation or disparagement on the Spaniards for 
their firat proclamation at Fernando Po. I 
merely record the fact that it fell like a bomb- 
shell amongst the inhabitants at Clarence, who 
had been since 1843 under the religious super- 
intendence of Baptist missionturies, and who since 
th«r first settlement here, under Captwn Owen, 
in 1827, had considered themselves under the 
protection of Her Britannic Majesty's Grovem- 
ment, and therefore entitled to perfect liberty of 
religious worship, in whatever form they wished 
to make the profession of their faith. 

A remonstrance was at once made by the 
Baptists against this proclamation, as being 
contrary " to that liberty of worship decreed and 
allowed by Don J. I. de Lerena, Captain in the 
Spanish Navy, and Commander of the brig 
' Nervion,' in the year 1841, and confirmed by the 
Spanish Consul-General (the ChevaUer Guille- 
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mard), in the year 1846." This remonstrance 
further entreated that the execution of the fore- 
going decree should be delayed till a final appeal 
could be made to the Queen of Spun. 

It was shown that, by a conveyance from the 
West African Company to the Baptist mission- 
aries, dated 13th June, 1843, there were assigned 
to " WiUiam Brodie Gumey, his heirsj executors, 
Ac., all that the factory, plantation, and settle- 
ment, called or known by the name of Clarence, 
situate and being in the island of Fernando Po, 
on the west coast of Africa, or howsoever else 
the same b or may be called, known, or described, 
and all messuages, dwelling-houses, tenements, 
factories, sheds, huts, stores, warehouses, out- 
buildings, yards, gardens, land, hereditaments, 
and appurtenances whatsoever thereimto belong- 
ing and therewith had, held, used, occupied, or 
enjoyed. And all the cleared and other land 
and ground lying and being around the said 
factory or settlement, or held with or as part of 
the same, as the same is now or was late in the 
tenure or occupation of the said African com- 
pany, or their agents." 

A legal form, to which the Spanish Governor 
paid no attention, as he did not recognize the 
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authority of the West African Compuny to make 
any sach conveyance. 

His reply, therefore, very courteonaly stated hig 
inability to comply with the request ; but at the 
same time expressed his readiness to forward 
their memorial to the Queen of Spain. 

The only conclusion arrived at was, that the 
Baptist missionary and his family, oonnsting of 
wife and two daughters, left the island, and emi- 
grated to a place in Amboise Bay, on the con- 
tinent, to which they gave the name of Victoria. 
Two or three — certainly not more — ^families of the 
negro members of their church went with them. 

Accompanying Don Carlos Chacon there 
came four Jesuit priests, his Becretary, a lieuten- 
ant in the navy, a commissariat officer, and a 
custom-house clerk. Soon after the steamer in 
which he came arrived the transport "Santa 
Maria," with a number of em^anta — some 
women and ohUdren. 

With the exception of the government staff, 
and the Jesuit Padres, the remainder of those 
who came passed a miserable wet season. No 
houses had been prepared for them, and they 
were therefore obliged to pick up lodgings where 
they could, the only places in which accommo- 
dation was procurable being the huta of the 
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negro residenta, aU of which had earthen floors— 
a very unhealthy thing for Europeans in any part 
of Africa, especially in the wet season. 

Rapidly succeeding the proclamation came the 
change of the name of the chief town, Clarence, 
to St. Isabel, and Spanish titles to aU the streets 
were posted up on hoards at the comers. A 
hospital was erected near Point William, and 
wherever there was an available spot for the 
purpose a staff was fixed in the ground, and the 
Spanish flag hoisted thereon. 

In the month of August, 1859, the war frigate 
" Ferrolana" arrived in St. Isabel harbour, having 
on board His Excellency Brigadier Don Jose de' 
la Gandera, who had come to relieve Don Carlos 
Chacon. He was accompanied by his family. 
With him came likewise 150 soldiera, many 
women and children, a staff of executive officers, 
and a re^mental band. 

On the first day of his landing under a salute 
from the Spanish and British men-of-war in the 
harbour, the following Royal Decree was read at 
the Government-house, in presence of the staff 
in their uniform, and of nearly all the inhabi- 
tants of the town : — 

"Royal Dbcbek. 

'* According to what has been proposed to us 
u2 



nigiii.cd by Google 



292 BOTAL DECBEB. 

by our Council of Ministers, we have decreed as 
follows : — 

" Art. 1. The Minister of War and Coloniea 
will adopt neceasary measures to colonize the 
islands of Fernando Po, Annobon, Corisco, and 
their dependencies. 

"Art 2. There will be appointed to that station 
by the Minister of Muine those vessels of war 
which other necessities of the State can spare. 
The way in which this service is to be performed 
will be established beforehand by the Ministers 
of Marine and Colonies. 

"Art. 3. There will be also appointed to the 
said dominions the military forces which the 
Minister of War may consider necessary ; allow- 
ing the commanders, officers, and soldiers those 
advantages considered convenient by the Min- 
ister of War and Colonies. For the necessities 
of these forces, and for those of the inhabitants 
in general, there will be sent to the dominions of 
the Bight of Gmnea the number of military 
pby»cians and sui^ons considered necessuy by 
the Minister of War. 

" Art. 4. A General of Brigade, or at least a 
Colonel, will be appointed Governor of Fernan- 
do Po and the adjacent islands, wiih an allow- 
ance of six thousand dollars a year. The Gover- 
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nor first appointed to this post has a right to 
promotion after three years' residence in the 
country, or before that time if he distinguiahes 
himself by his services. 

" Art 5. The Governor of Fernando Po, Anno- 
bon, Corisco, and their dependendes, is responsi- 
ble for the tranquillity of the islands under his 
government; therefore, besides the authority given 
to him by this decree, and that he may further 
receive, we invest him with the discretional 
power which the nature of the country or the 
urgency of unexpected events may require. 

" Art 6. The military and naval forces are 
under the command of the Governor. With re- 
spect to the last named, the power allowed by 
the general regulations of the Admiralty to the 
viceroys of the Indies are also granted to him. 

" Art 7. Should absence, sickness, or any other 
motive prevent the Governor from acting, he 
'Will be represented, in cases relative to the 
government, by the highest military comman- 
der. 

" Art 8. In the cases before s^d the receiver 
will take charge of the administrative affairs; but 
should any alterations be necessary, he wiU be 
obliged to consult the council, according to the 
18th Article. 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



294 ABTicixs or botal decbbb. 

"Art 9. A barrister will be appointed as 
Secretary to the Governor, with an allowance of 
three thousand dollars a year ; and also a clerk, 
with an allowance of one thousand doUara per 
annum. 

'* Art 10. In order that the Governor may be 
righUy informed of the necessities of these 
islands, a functionary will be appointed under 
his orders, entitled the Spedat Delegate of Public 
Works. This functionary will have an allow- 
ance of two thousand dollars a year, and one 
thousand more for his expenses ; and will be ob- 
liged to study the quality of the soil, its. produc- 
tions, the currents of the waters, to survey the 
country, and to perform any other commisMons 
which the Governor may entrust to him. 

*'Art. 11. For the administration and collection 
of the rents and taxes established, and those 
that may be established in future, a Receiver 
with three thousand dollars, and a Comptrt^er 
with fifteen hundred, a year, are appointed. 

"Art 12. A Judge is appointed, with an allow- 
ance of three thousand dollars, whose duty is to 
assist in all matters relative to the administra- 
tion of justice. 

"Art. 13. From the sentences of the Judge, an 
appeal may be made to the Council, constituted 
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in coart, with the assistance of the Governor ; in 
such cases the Secretary will ful61 the duties of 
Reporter, and the Judge will be unable to assist 

"Art. 14. A public notary is appointed, with an 
allowance of fifteen hundred dollars, and is not 
permitted to receive fees. 

"Art. 15. An Interpreter is appointed, with an 
annual allowance of two thousand dollars, who 
must possess the necessary qualifications, in at 
least the English, French, and Portuguese lan- 
guagea 

"Art. 16. In order that the clearing out of 
lands, &c, may be effected -in the manner most 
advantageous to the country, and most con- 
ducive to the public health, a civil enj^neer is 
appointed to superintend these works, with 
an annual allowance of two thousand dollars, 
and one thousand for necessary expenses. 

"Art. 17. The Governor is allowed 2000 
dntlars, annually, for representation expeoses. 

" Art 18. The Governor in Council, with the 
approval of the Receiver, may dispose of 25,000 
dollars a year, for the improvement trf the 
island. 

" Art. 19. The mission of the Jesuits, sent to 
Fernando Po, and the adjacent islands, may 
dispose of mx. thousand dollars a year. The 
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Superior of the Mission must render an account 
of its investment to the Governor, who will 
remit the same to the Minister of the Colonies. 

" Art. 20. The Superior of the Mission, the 
Recdver, the Judge, and the Secretary, form the 
Council of the Governor, but whatever may be 
the opinion of the said OouncU, the responsi- 
bility of the resolutions made in it will alwaj^a 
fall upon the Governor, excepting in cases pro- 
vided for in the I3th Article. When the Com- 
mander of the Naval Forces is on shore he will 
be admitted into Council, and take precedence 
after the Governor.* Ibis Council must meet 
for matters of importance, but the Governor 
may convoke it when he pleases 

" Art. 21. With the advice of the Council, the 
Governor may grant lands to natives of our 
kingdom, or to national companies who may 
apply for such luids, either for purposes of 
cultivation, or for the establishment of factories 
or storehouses. 

" Art 22. As before said, with the advice of 
the Coundl the Governor may Ukewise grant 
lands to foreign individuals or companies who 
may apply for them, for the purpose above 
mentioned, but mth the payment of an annual 
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fee, to be regulated and established by the 
Government 

" Art 23. Before granting the aud lands, the 
Governor will select those necessary for the 
building of the church, barracks, ho^ital, &c 
With respect to those necessary for the naval 
dependendes, the Governor and Commander of 
the Naval Forces will agree. 

" Art. 24. All cultivated lands will be free of 
contribution or taxes during five years. 

"Art. 25. The Governor in our name will 
grant to the owners of these lands the title of 



''Art. 26. Of such lands as have been con- 
ceded to this day by the Grovemor, the grant 
is confirmed, and titles of possession will be 
given to the owners. 

"Art. 27. The owners of lands already granted, 
or that may be granted in future, in the islands 
of Fernando Po, Annobon, Corisco, and their 
dependencies, will lose all right of possession, if 
such lands are not cultivated or built upon 
within two years after their respective confirma- 
tion or concession. 

*' Art. 28. The duties of five per cent for im- 
portation, and two and a half for exportation, 
will be continued. Anchorage duties of twenty- 
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fire reals, for vessels above twenty tons 
and less than fifty; of fifty reals for those 
above fifty and less than three hundred and 
fifty; and of one hundred reals for those 
that guage from three hundred and fifty to 
seven hundred tons above the last guag- 
ing. Vessels under twenty tons are free of 
anchorage. 

" Art. 29. All bonded goods or merchandise 
are free of duties for importation or exportation, 
but will pay one per cent for storehouse ex- 
penses. 

" Art. 30. A gratuitous passage to Fernando 
Po, and the adjacent klands, will be granted by 
the Government to all natives of our dominions 
applying for the same. 

"Art 31. A sum of one million of reals is 
assigned to the Governor, for the assistance 
duzing the first year of the colonists to these 
islands; but with the indispensable condidon, 
that colonists applying for such assistance shall 
b^ engaged in some art or occupation. Of the 
sums 80 expended, and others b^ore mentioned, 
an account wiU be ^ven to the Minister of the 
Colonies. 

" Art 32. The sum of two miUions of reals is 
appointed for installation expenses. 
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" Art. 33. These sums, likewise those requisite 
for the support of the military and naval forces 
aa^gned to these islands, will be furnished from 
the revenues derived from the island of Cuba, 
and included in its budget. 

'* Art. 34. The Minister of Colonies will esta- 
blish periodical communications between the 
Peninsula and the possesions in the Gulf of 
Guinea. 

" Art 35. A circular containing all the neces- 
sary uiformalion, for commerce in general, of the 
mercantile condition of the said islands, mil be 
forwarded to the Governors of all the provinces 
of our kingdom. 

" Art 36. The Minister of Colonies will adopt 
the necessary measures for carrying the present 
decree into execution. 

" Given at our palace the thirteenth of 
December, ^hteen hundred and fifty-eight 
" Signed by the Qdben. 

" The Minister of War and Colonies, 
" (Signed) IjBopoldo O'Donkbll." 

Despite of all former experience, the colonists 
came out, or were sent out, as unprepared as 
ever to resist the deadly climate ; and the conse- 
quence was, that, in a very short time, gaunt 
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figures of men, women, and children might be 
seen crawliog through the streete, with scarcelj 
an evidence of life in their faces, save the ex- 
{»%ssion of a sort of torpid carelessness as to how 
soon it might be their turn to drop off and die. 

More than twenty per cent, of those who 
came out died in the space of five months ; and 
the *' Patino," screw steamer, carried back fifty of 
them to Cadiz, who looked, when they embarked, 
more like living skeletons of skin and bone than 
animated human beings. 

Eb Excellency Brigadier Gandera began the 
work of bush-dearing very energetically. One 
bundled Kroomen were obtained from the Eru 
coast, and an area of from four to nx miles 
around the town was cleared. But the bush 
sprung up with renewed vigour ; for such is the 
fertility of the soQ on this island, that I have 
known of Indian com, planted on a Monday 
evening, making its appearance four inches 
above the ground on the following Wednesday 
morning — within a period of thirty-six hours. 

Concurrent with the erection of spacious 
barracks under Governor Gandera's administra- 
tion, an ascent to the highest peak of the island 
was effected by Seflor Pellon— one of the Spanish 
Government officials, who was accompanied by 
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Mr. Gustav Mann, botanist to the Niger expe- 
dition in 1860. A considerable .part of the 
journey up was effected by the aid of donkeys, 
a group of which had been brought some time 
previously from Teneriffe. At the very summit 
they found a huge crater, almost circular in its 
upper edge, of about sixty feet in circumference, 
and apparently about fifty feet deep. 

Near this summit they found a jar, with a 
shred of doth resembling a piece of an old flag. 
The former, on being brought back to town, was 
recognized by one of the inhabitants aa the jar 
left there by Mr. Beecroft in his ascent of 1840. 
The temperature was found to be 39^ Fahren- 
heit during the night ; for a thermometer was 
left there, for which they returned on the fol- 
lowing day. While they were up on the mountain 
a shower of hail descended. The vegetation was 
observed to be sparse, chiefly consisting of heatiis 
and mosses. Between the last aboriginal town of 
Bassili and the highest peak they passed four na- 
tive huts, and the highest one was not many hours' 
walk from the motmtain'a summit Nearly all 
the vegetation about the top had been burned 
by the natives a few weeks before ; and this was 
done by these simple people in the hope of fright- 
ening away the white man, of whose ascent to Uke 
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top of the peak they have a great dread — 
because, they say, white man gets too near thdr 
original home,* and can bring down on them 
any calamity. For example, if an epidemic 
were to break out amongst them after such 
a trip, they would attribute it to the white 
man's evil spirit ; as they did some deaths which 
occurred aiiter Mr. Beecroft's ascent in 1840. 

From this journey,however,80me good resulted. 
Mr. Mann procured for the Royal Botanic Gar- 
dens at Kew a number of the first tree-ferns that 
have been sent to England from Western Africa. 
By the observations of both the explorers, it 
appears that a temperate and invigorating 
atmosphere is found at some elevation, a cir- 
cumstance which proves the existence of those 
natural capacities for a sanatorium that would 
render Fernando Po a health-restoring locale for 
all invalids suffering from debility caused by the 
miasmatouB fevers of the continent. 

The question of the Spaniards establishing 
such a position, which would need the clearing 
of a large quantity of colossal trees and bu8h~- 
the making of roads and the erection of houses 
— is one that I presume neither to asseverate nor 

■ Vide pag« 301, " ImpreaaioiiB d Weetani Africa," irlure I 
have meotioiied that a Famaadian'a idea of the origin ojF his tribe 
a, that they came originallj out of the crat«r at the tnoimt&iii top. 
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to contradict But agunst the probability tliat the 
soil of Fernando Po ehould be so cultivated as to 
produce remunerative profit from its natnr^ re- 
sources, the greatest obstacle appears to me in the 
fact that the island occupied by from twenty 
to thirty thousand of the aboriginal Boobees, or 
Femandians, the laziest and most worthless race 
of negroes to be met with anywhere in Africa. 
They are not warlike ; but they have in former 
times shewn their antipathy to the Spaniards 
by poisoning the sources of the streams that sup- 
plied with water the towns of the early Spanish 
colonizers in 1780. Since then they seem to 
have in no wise become more humane or more 
(»vilized ; and although the Baptist missionaries 
have laboured with zeal amongst them for a 
period of seventeen years (from 1841 to 1858), 
the influences of their teaching have had no 
effect in christianizing, or civilizing or even 
humanldng, a ungle individual of the tribe. 

Of th^ social customs the most iuteresting 
appear to me those connected with their marriage 
ceremonies, to oneof which I was witnessin the end 
of the year 1857, which I Trill attempt to describe. 

Although they keep no chronological records 
nor register of passing time, save that which the 
new moon ^ves them, they hold yearly festivities' 
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in the dry season, which they recognise as the 
banning of a new year. These festivities are 
generally commenced in November, and continued 
during the two following months, being entitled 
"Loboa," They comprise dancang, singing, eat- 
ing porcupine or gazelle chop, and drinking palm 
wine, fermented as well as unfermented. 

During the "Lobo" period, weddings or 
" Boolas" are generally cdebrated. 

Having had an intimatioa from Boobokaa 
("the man of many boxes"),* who is head king 
of Issapoo, that one of his daughters was about 
to be married, I took it for an invitation, and 
walked up to his town a few days before Christ- 
mas to be present at the ceremonial 

The first thing of which one is sensible, when 
approaching a Femandian village, is the odour 
of Tola pomatum,! wafted by whatever little 
breeze may be able to find its way through the 
dense bushes. The next Is the crowing of cocks. 
Indeed, the poultry tribe seem to be the only 
bipeds endowed with any activity m this island. 

* Thfr Ttftmw inf mcn y nf fhfl'pH mji.THltfcTi ( *}|jfJ(|lmTft ■ignifi rjfcrifWMi 

d Qua kiad, like tboee of tlieNcvthAiDericui Indiana. One king is 
named BoeotcKee, which u ^le Pemandian for ^^t^nnder;'' An- 
other BorobaboiKne, which Bignifiea " good deer's fleeh." 

t I have explained in inj work, " ImpreaBona of WestOTi 
Africa," that Tola pomatum ia a compound of when of palm oil, 
and the tnaahad leaves of an herb having a brovniah aoarlat hoe. 
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At St. Isabel, the capital, some of these, who 
may be conaidered the watchful seDtmels, crow 
at ten at night. The refrain is renewed at 
midnight^ again at two o'clock in the momiDg, 
and at day-break the whole host of cock-a- 
doodle-doo-ers join in a universal chorus — 
perhaps to announce the coining forth of the 
rising sun. 

On getting inside of the town our first object 
of attraction was the cooking going on in His 
Majesty's kitchen. Here a number of dead 
" Ipa" (porcupines) and " Litcha" (gazelles) were 
in readiness to be mingled up with palm oU, and 
several grubs writhing on skewers, probably to 
add piquancy to the dishes. These are called 
"Inchakee," being obtiuned from palm trees, 
and look at first sight like Brobdingnagian mag- 
gots. Instead of waiting to see the art of the 
Femandian Soyer on these components, I con- 
gratulated myself on my ham sandwiches and 
brandy and water bottle safely stowed in my 
portmanteau, which one of the Eroomen carried 
on his back, and sat on my camp stool beneath ■ 
the grateful shade of a palm tree to rest awhile. 

Outside a small hut belonging to the mother 
of the bride expectant, I soon recognised the 
happy brid^room, undwgoing his toilet from 
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the hands of his futiire wife's aster. A pro- 
fusion of Tshibbu strings* being fastened round 
his body, as well as his legs and arms, the 
anointing lady, having a short black pipe in her 
mouth, proceeded to putty him over with Tola 
paste. He seemed not altogether joyous at the an- 
ticipation of his approaching happiness, but turned 
a sulky gaze now and then to a kidney-shaped 
piece of brown ptdnted yam, which he held in 
his hand, and which had a parrot's red feather 
fixed on its convex side. This I was informed 
was called " Ntshoba," and is regarded as a pro- 
tection ag^nst evil influence during the impor- 
tant day. Two skewer-looking hair pins, with 
heads of red and white glass beads, fastened his 
hat (which was nothing more than a dish of 
bamboo plaiting) to the hair of his head; and his 
toilet being complete, he and one of the brides- 
men, as elaborately dressed as himself, attacked 
a mess of stewed flesh and palm oil placed before 
them, as eagerly as if they had not tasted food 
for a fortnight In discussing this meal, they 
.followed the primitive usage of " fingers before 
forks," only resting now and then to take a gulp 
of palm-wine out of a calabash which was hard 

* Small pieces of AchaKctonica shell, which represent the 
xuktive currency in Fernando Fo. 
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by, or to wipe their hands in napkins of cocoa- 
leaf, a process which, to say the least of it, added 
nothing to their washerwoman's bills at the end 
of the week. 

But the bride I Here she comes I Led forth 
by ber own, uid her husband expectant's 
mother, each holding her by a hand, followed 
by two Nep4^ (professional ^gers) and half-a- 
dozen bridesmaids. Nothing short of a correct 
photograph could convey an idea of ber appear- 
ance. Borne down by the weight of rings, 
wreaths, and ^rdles of "Tshibbu," the Tola 
pomatum gave her the appearance' of an ex- 
hnmed mummy, save her face, which was all 
white — not from excess of modesty [and here 
I may add, the negro race are reputed always 
to blush blue], but from being smeared 
over with a white paste, symbolical of 
purity. 

As soon as she was outside the paling, her bridal 
attire was proceeded with, and the whole body was 
plastered over with white stuff. A veil of strings 
of Tahibbu shells, completely covering her face, 
and extending from the crown of her head to the 
chin, as well as on each side from ear to ear, was 
then thrown over her; over this was placed 
an enormous hdmet made of cowhide ; and any 
x2 
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one with a spark of compasdon in him could 
not help pitying that poor creature, atauding for 
more than an hour under the hroUing sun, with 
such a load on her, whilst the Nep^ were cele- 
bratiugher pnuses in an extempore epithalamium, 
and the bridegroom was completing his finery 
elsewhere. 

One of the Nep^^s, who, for what I know, 
may have been the Grid of Fernando Po, and 
who had walked eight miles that morning to 
assist professionally at the ceremony, commenced 
a solo celebration of the bride's virtues and 
qualifications. Whether any person of musical 
taste, who had listened to it, would have 
entitled the chaunt a combination of squeel, 
grunt, and howl, I cannot say ; but that it pro- 
duced satisfaction amongst the native audience 
was evident from the fact of the energetic cho- 
ruaang of several assistant minstrels, who yelled 
out~"Hee — hee — jee — eh I" at the termina- 
tion of any passage containing a sentiment that 
met with their approbation, the exclamation 
being synonymous with our " bravo." 

The song, as translated to me, set forth 
the universal joy of nature at the festival 
which was approachiog; amongst other mat- 
ters, recording the existence of a race 
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of wicked amphibious people who lived on the 
Africaa continoit, and who would doubtless 
attempt to come over to disturb the universal 
harmony ; but who, liieyknew, if they went into 
the water on that day, would be all remorse- 
lessly devoured by the sharks. It terminated 
with a recapitulation of the bride's attractive 
qualities, her beautiful form, figure, and good 
temper ; the latter a quality which I had no 
reason to doubt, as I did not enjoy the plea- 
sure of the lady's acquaintance. But when 
the Nepdi wound up her praises by enumer- 
ating, amongst her other prepossessing attri- 
butes, " the sweet smell " proceeding from 
her, which was the cause of inducing a white 
man to come and witness the ceremony, I 
turned away with a shudder, of what kind 
you may guess, at this outrage on poetic license, 
and s^d to myself, " If Nep^^ only knew the 
truth I " 

The candidates for marriage having taken 
their positions side by side in the open mt front- 
ing the litUe house from which the bride elect 
had been led out by the two mothers, and where 
I was informed she had been closely immured 
for fifteen months previous, the ceremony com- 
menced. The mothers were the officiating 
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priests — an institution of Datural umplidty, 
whose homely ori^n no one will dare to im- 
pugn. On these occasions the mother bishops 
are prophetically entitled " Boonanas," the 
Femandian for grandmother. Five brides- 
maids marshalled themselves along^de the bride 
postulant, each, in rotation, some inches lower 
dian the other ; the -outside one bdng a mere 
in&nt in stature, and all having btmcbes of par- 
rots' feathers on their heads, as well as holding a 
wand in their right hands. The mothers stood 
behind the " happy pair," and folded an ana 
of each round the body of the other — Nep6& 
chaunting all the while, so that it was barely 
posdble for my interpreter to catch the words by 
which they were formally soldered. A string ot 
Tshibbu was fastened round both arms by the 
brid^;room's mother ; she, at the same time, whis- 
pering to him advice to take care of this tender 
lunb, even though he had half-a-dozen wives 
before. The string was then unloosed. It was 
again fastened on by the bride's mother, who 
whispered into her daughter's ear her duty to 
attend to her husband's farm, tilling his yams 
and cassada, and the necessity of her being faith- 
ful to him. The ratification of thdr promise to 
hilfil these conditions was effected by paa^g a 
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goblet of palm wine from mother to son (the bride- 
groom), from bim to his bride, from her to Her 
mother, each taking a sip as it went round. 
Then an indiscriminate dance and chaunt com- 
menced; and the whole scene — the Tola paste 
laid on some &ces so thickly, that one might 
ima^ne it was intended to affix something to 
them by means of it — the dangling musk-cat and 
monkey tails — ^the dish hats and parrots' feathers 
— the bunches of wild fern and strings of Tshibb a 
shells, fastened perhaps as nosegays to the ladies' 
persons — the white and red and yellow spots, 
pfunted under the eyes, and on the shoulders, and 
in any place where they could form objects of 
attraction — ^the tout ensemble, contrasted with the 
lofty bombax, beautiful palm, cocoa-nut, and 
other magnificent tropical trees around, pre- 
sented a picture rarely witnessed by a European, 
and one calculated to excite varied reflections. 

When fatigued with dancing, and when all the 
company, from the cracking of the Tola putty, 
looked as if they were about to fall into man's 
ori^al element of clay, the six other wives and 
the Nep^fe walked away, followed by the bride- 
groom, with the bride and the bridesmaids after 
hitn — all marching down the pathway which led 
to the bridegroom's house. 
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Knowing the ceremonials were not yet finished, 
I followed the compoay for half a mile. As 
they went along, the former wives of the newly- 
married man sang, and jumped, and wheeled 
aroimd, beckoning to the bride to come on; who, 
poor creature ! with her helmet and her canctupea 
of shells — ^if nerves had been in fashion in Fer- 
nando Po — would have needed smelling-salts, or 
a douche of cold water, half-a-dozen times on her 
journey. 

The outside palisading, in which was a faint 
attempt at a gate, was reached. Here I wit- 
nessed an act of natural politeness, which no dis- 
ciples of ChestOTfield or Mrs. General could livaL 
The old wives preceded the new bride on her 
way in through the outer enclosure, as if guiding 
her to her new home ; but when they reached 
the inner palisading they all gave way to her, 
allowing her to precede them in her progress. 
"Within this the ceremony was proceeded with, 
the bride standing with her back to the door, 
her husband's arm agun embracing her, and 
hers round his body likewise. One of his children 
presented a huge brown painted yam, which she 
received, with a renewal of advice from her mo- 
ther to attend to the culHTation of this esculent. 
Others of his children fixed epaulets of Tshibbu in 
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their proper places; the bridegroom put four 
rings of the email shells on the middle finger of 
her right hand ; another piece of advice, or 
lecture, was given to her son by the bridegroom's 
mother, and the ceremony was completed. 

Before the feastijig commenced, the bride and 
the bridegroom visited their parents and near 
relations to announce to them the fact that the 
ceremony was completed, and to claim their 
approbation. 

All the iriends from distant parts who had 
come to be present brought dishes with tJiem. 
Some poor women, who had nothing better to 
give, carried bundles of fire-wood on their heads 
— a present which might appear ridiculous to 
anyone who did not remember the widow's 
mite, and its gracious acceptance. 

When it was all over, I could not avoid ad- 
miring the strength of character of that young 
woman, who had gone through such a day's toil 
with snch unshrinking fortitude ; and I protest 
against being called "an old bachelor" for 
recording this sentiment 

Whether it was the hot snn, or what brother 
Jonathan would call "the loud smeU," or a 
combination of both, that urged me not to 
think of waitoug to partake of the banquet, I 
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cannot say. At all events, I soon turned my 
back on the bridal party, and left them to enjoy 
. — not their honeymoon, nor their treaclemoon, 
but their "Tola "-moon, without presuming, on 
the de gus^ms non dtsputandwm principle, to cast 
Koy imputation on their peculiar tastes. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Remoral <d Bsptut Minionariea from F«nundo Po to Ambcnae 
Bay — Constitution of & new Settlement under the Naiqe of 
Victoria — Adrantagefl set forth by the Coloniita regarding their 
new Settlement — King William the Sovereign of Bimbia and 
of Amboiae— The laebiu, Baqniria, and Batohkee — Of the Bati 
repnted to be at the back of Eameroon Monntain — Dr. Barth's 
Opinion of than, and of their language — Intormatdon on theee 
Ufstical Tribes from the Ber. &b. Audrason, at Old Ealabar ; 
from the Kev. Mr. Crowther, at Lagoe — Inquiiiee aboat the 
Jetem and Mbafa — Of iha Ding'Ding, aaccrtsined to be nick- 
named the Nyem-Kyem mentioned by Bayard Taylor — 
Prospective Utility of sach Inquiries. 

When the Baptist missioDaries at Fernando Po 
found the first article of Don John Joseph 
de Lerena's proclamation set aside, namely, 
"to secure to every person or persons their 
liberty, their individual property, and their 
reli^on, so long as they continue to obey the 
laws of the colony," they at once resolved on 
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tranafemDg themselves to the mainland of 
Africa. 

Accordingly, Amboise Bay, at the base of the 
Eameroon mountain, was selected for the pur- 
pose ; and their new settlement was at once 
dignified with the title of Victoria. 

The Rev. Mr. Saker, the head of the Baptist 
mission, made a purchase from King William 
of Bimbia, of an extent of land reaching from 
a small stream of water flowing into Man-of 
"War Bay to the point eastward of Aboobee, or 
Pirate Island — a coast distance of about eighty 
miles. 

Before visiting this place, 1 had learned from 
the Missionary Herald, of November, 1858, that 
the name of Morton Bay was given by the 
colonists to the inner cove fadng the settlement 
of Victoria, as well as to that on the beach. Here 
a market was held every third day, in which 
fish, plant^ns, yams, and fowls were to be pur- 
chased for the merest trifle. 

The advantages set forth by the Rev. Mr. 
Saker and his congregation as possessed by the 
new settlement were, that it had no mangrove 
swampe— no musquitoes — ^that it was a site 
within reach of any temperature, to be at- 
tained by its residents on ascending the 
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mountains — that there were tiro islands in the 
middle of the bay, Ambas or Ndami and Mon- 
doleh — either being appropriate for a light- 
house ; and that there was a well-shdtered 
bay indde these ishmds, safe and capacdoua 
enough for a large portion of the British Navy 
to anchor in. 

A river of fresh water flowed into the bay, 
fish was abundant in iJie harbour, and, great- 
est advantage of all, they could have what was 
denied to them in Fernando Po — ^freedom of 
reli^ous worship. 

An examination into the hydrographical 
benefits of the bay as an anchoring place, made 
by Commodore Wise, R.N., in H.M.S.S. " Vesu- 
vius," daring the year 1859, did not prove it 
to be anything like the description of it ^ven 
by the enthusiastic missionaries. At one im- 
portant point of the bay, described in the Rev. Mr. 
Saker's chart as having firom four to six fathoms 
of water, it was found by Mr. Brown, Master 
R.N., who had charge of the soundings, to have 
only from bol to nine feet. 

There is no doubt that Amboise bay is the 
least unhealthy station on the west coast ; but 
its iron-boimd rocks, and the inaccessibility of 
its islands, would require an immense outlay 
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of capital to make the neighbourhood habit- 
able. 

The Bimbia people, whose sovereign, King 
William, holds sway over all this neighbourhood, 
are of the Isebu tribe. The natives of the 
islands Ndami and Mondoleh profess to be a dif- 
ferent race from the Bimbians, although speak- 
ing the same language. Of their genealogy, as 
of that of all African tribes, no accurate account 
can be obtained. 

The Baquiri tribe are located above the Isebus, 
or Bimbians, on the Kameroon mountains. They 
are represented by their neighbours— with a re- 
ciprocal appreciation which seems universal here 
— as being savages. A tribe called Batohke dwell 
near to the Rumby Point, on the western side 
of the base of the mountmn ; whilst between 
the latter and Amboise Bay are the Jonghi, 
at a place not twenty miles from Fernando 
Po. 

Around this interesting locality there seema 
to me a large field for the inquirer into Af- 
rican ethnology — a branch of knowledge in 
pursuit of which a larger amount of ac- 
cessories is required than I have been able to 
obtain. 
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Kevertheless, I shall take this opportunitj 'of 
stating here the result of some inquiries I have 
been making. 

It will be recollected that a chart of Dr. 
Borth's explorations in Central Africa had been 
compiled, as well as published, under the super- 
intendence of Mr. Petermann, before the Pleiad's 
expedition up the Niger-Tshadda-Binue, and 
therefore previous to the doctor's return to Eu- 
rope. In that chart was mentioned a tribe called 
Bati, who were described as " Pagans, reputed 
to be of a white colour, and of beautiful shape 
— to live in houses made of clay — to wear 
clothes of thar own making — and to exist in a 
country from which a mountfun is visible to the 
S.W., and close to the sea," 

From the position in which the Bati country 
was placed in Mr. Petermann's chart, there 
could be no doubt that Kameroons was the 
mountain referred to. 

On my first official visit to the river Kame- 
roons, in January 1856, I made inquiries from 
the British, as well as native traders, if such a 
race were known; and I received information 
that there was a people styled Ban, not Bati, 
who, instead of being white, were yellow-co- 
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loured ; who were of fine shape, and who lived 
near the place indicated on the chart. Any in- 
formation about their peculiarities of worship, 
dress, mode of living, trade, or agricul- 
ture, I found to be perfectly unattainable. I 
learned, however, that they were very warlike, 
as well as that diey rode on horses ; and I for- 
warded the result of my inquiries to Dr. Barth. 
He wrote to me, in reply, that he did not think 
the Ban and Bati were of the same tribe. "For," 
he added, *' r and t, aa far as I know, are never 
changed in these languages — ^not like r and c, 
p and/, dh and I, and others. Besides, I think 
the a in Bari is a long vowel^ while in Bati it is 
short I, therefore, must suppose these two 
tribes distinct ; but they may live near together. 
Any information which you will be able to 
gather about that interesting comer behind t^e 
bay must evidently be of the highest import- 
ance ; but a great difficulty will of course arrive, 
with regard to identifying the various tribes, 
as there is no doubt that the same tribe may 
be called by a very different name on the coast 
and in the interior. So I am ^most sure 
that the Ding-ding, who are living m huts 
erected in the branches of large trees, 
will have quite another name ; and the 
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Bame is probably the case with the T^ar." 



" Have yoa any communication witb Duke- 
town? I am uncertain with what country 
round the bay I shall identify Mbafii, a dis- 
trict which has been visited by the predatory 
excursions of the Fulbe, and which they repre- 
sent as in continual intercourse with the Chris- 
tians ; it is near the sea-shore 

" Yours truly, 

"H. Babth." 

Thinking I might obtain some 'information on 
these matters from the Old Kalabar mission- 
aries, I transmitted Dr. Earth's letter to the Rev. 
"W. Anderson, and subjoin his reply : — 

" Dnketown MiaBon flonse, 
" Old KtUabar, Joljr 22im1, 1856. 

"Mt Deab Sib, — I have made diligent inquiry 
among the Efik people in reference to the Ding- 
ding, the Tekar, and the Mbafu. 

"Ist — Ding-ding. Nothing seems known of 
them here, or of any men living in trees. The 
people laugh heartily when told c^ them, and say 
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' they must be brother to the birds and mon- 
keys.' 

" 2nd — Tekar. The people here know of no 
country of that name ; ' suppose it no be the 
Ataka or Atakha or Ataga, who live somewhere 
beyond Akunakuna. None of the Ataka people 
are in Old Kalabar.' 

" 3rd — ^Mbafo. There is a people, or country, 
or both, far on the other side of Qua, called 
Mbafum. Some of them are sometimes brought 
as slaves to Old Kalabar. 

" I have long wished to ascertain the position 
and distance from Old Kalabar of a country 
called here Mbrikum, Mburikum, or Mbudikum. 
Many of them are brought here as slaves. They 
are more liked in Old Kalabar than many 
brought from other countries. They are peace- 
able, honest, energetic; they represent their 
country as being three months' journey from Old 
Kalabar — as being destitute of large trees, and 
as being not far from some 'big watery,' on 
which ships are visible. Their country is much 
infested by men who * wear trowsers and ride on 
horseback,' — I suppose some Moorish tribe — and 
who are called Tibare. They may be the Tilbe 
(Folbe?) referred to by Dr. Barth. 
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" I observed that Dr. Barth has not found r 
and t interchangeable among tiie tribes he has 
visited. They are so in mtmy Efik words. The 
word in question, if communicated to twenty 
Kalabarese, would forthwith be pronounced by 
the one-half Bati, and by the other Bar!. In 
Kfik we can say either. ' Eu w&.t owo,* or ' Eu 
wur owo,' (don't kill man) ; ' Enye okAt osang,' 
or ' okuT ' osang (he sees way) ; ' Tat inna,' or 
* Tar inna ' (open the mouth) ; * esit ayat (or 
ayar) enye' (he is troubled — literally, heart 
troubles him) ; * a dat (or a dar) esit ' (he re- 
joices.) 



" Yours truly, 

"Wm. Abtdebson." 

I may observe that the word Tibare is pro- 
nounced long (Tibaare) by the Efik people at Old 
Kalabar ; and therefore it seems to me not at all 
improbable that this name, passed about amongst 
men who are entirely ignorant and unconscious 
of lexicography, may have been metamorphosed 
t2 
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into Baari or Baati when dictated by word of 
mouth. Ab recorded by Dr. Baikie, there are 
Bome of the Bati tribe in Clarence, FeniMido Po, 
and their characteristics are entirely differenf 
from those of the Batis described by Dr. Barth, 
or of the Barb mentioned to me by the Kame- 
roona people. 

Determined to pursue the matter further — ^to 
try to ascertain the identity of these hitherto 
mythical tribes — I wrote to the Rev. Mr. Crow- 
ther at Lagos, enclosing Dr. BartVs inquiries. 
The following is his answer : — 

"I am afraid I cannot enlighten you much 
about Dr. Earth's queries. The name Ding- 
ding is familiar to me ; we have a tribe of Yo- 
ruba living somewhere in the neighbourhood of 
Bargu — sometimes spelt Borgoo — on the right 
bank of the Eowara, opposite Bousa so called ; but 
the mode of living, in huts erected in the branches 
of trees, leads' me to think the Ding-ding 
must be another people, of whom I have no 
knowledge. Dr. Barth's Mbafii is in all pro- 
babUi^ the same as Mbofou of Mr. KoeQe (see 
his map to 'Polyglotta Africana,' Bomewha« 
about the Ibo country. The name may not b« 
known as such to the people of Old Ealabar and 
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Kameroons ; if it be not this, I cannot otherwise 
guess it. From Dr. Earth's information, the 
Filatahs marched southward in that direction ; 
and irom the long intercourse the Kalabarese 
and Ibos have had with European merchants in 
the Big^t of Biafra, they might, with all pro- 
priety, be said to have intercourse with Chris- 
tians near the sea-shore. Conaidering the distance 
of Hamamia and Adamawa from the Ibo coun- 
try, the people of the latter might be said to live 
near the sea-coast." 

I received further information respecting these 
unknown tribes and localities from the Rev. 
Mr. Anderson in December. From a letter com- 
municated to me by' Dr. Barth, he considers 
Eoelles Ndob to be the Mburikum of which Mr. 
Anderson wrote in his first communication ; and 
the latter gentleman, extending his inquiries 
still forther, thus informs me : — 

'* Ist. The Mburikum (or Mbudikum) call a 
tribe of the warlike Tibare Ding-ding ; but they 
do not live in trees. The Tibare wear cloth, and 
ride on horses. 

"2nd. Teka is the name of a tribe and 
country near the Tibare. 
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" 3rd. Mbafum, or Mbafong, or Ekoi, furnishes 
maay slaves for Old Ealabar. 

" 4th. Mbunknm is the name of a large terri- 
tory, including several other countries or towns, 
of which the following are the chief: — 1st, 
Bamum, a fine, strong people, who frequently 
wage war with the Tibare ; 2nd, Ndob — big 
water at Ndob, and those who come here (to 
Old K^bar) from that district can live in water, 
same as Eameroons ; 3rd, Babuk ; 4th, Bariki ; 
5th, Bangora ; 6th, Isa ; 7th, Bansok ; 8th, 
Bambo; 9th, Balri; 10th, Banam; 11th, Mfon- 
sin ; 12th, Bandyn. 

" All these places are to the east of Efik (Old 
Ealabar). They all lie 'on side where sun 
rises.' 

" Youra truly, 

" Wm. Andeeson." 

On the occasion of a visit which I made to the 
Kanieroons, in February of this year, on board 
H.M.S.S. "Merlin," I inquired of Mr. John- 
son, a very intelligent attachi to the Baptist 
mission community there, if he knew anything 
of the Ding-ding, Tekar, Mbafu, Jetem, Mbudi- 
kom, Ban, or Ball, races. He informed me 
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that the Bayon people who are of the Mbudikum 
territory, designated all the FUatahs as Bans. 
A man, fi?om the Bayon district, was at that 
time near B^amerooiifl — unfortunately, at the 
period of my inquiry, not accessible — who 
states that he met a white man and a black man 
in his country a few years before coming 
down. 

I left Mr. Johnson a nimiber of questions to 
ask of this Bayon man, but he has not been 
able to get any answers fix)m him. 

In a letter (Feb. 11th) which I had from Dr. 
Barth, he writes : '* I cannot think that Mr. 
Anderson is right in stating the Ding-ding 
to be a section of the Tibare. They may be 
subjected." 

Subsequent information received from Mr. 
Anderson proves that Dr. Barth is right, and 
seems to me to settle at once the identity of the 
Ding-ding. 

When I paid a short viat to Old Kalabar, in 
the month of April, on board H.M.S.S. "Fire- 
fly," the subject came on in conversation, and 
Mr. Anderson communicated to me the following 
recent intelligence which he had obtained. A 
man was then in Duketown, who informed him 
that the word Ding-ding with the Tibare is 
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synonymous with slave — that the Btory of thdr 
living in trees would seem to arise from the 
fact of some of the MbudiknmB being con- 
stantly posted in the tops of trees to watch 
for the coming of the predatory Tibares, 
which they announce to their people by blowing 
homs, to g^ve warning of the enemy's approach. 

It may be asked by those who have followed 
me BO far, what is the practical utility to be 
derived from investigations concerning these 
tribes, whilst these inquiries have tended to no 
ascertained condnnon? I answer, they may 
at least be considered as an impetus to future 
explorers, leading them to attempt the discovery 
of &cts concerning people about whom we have 
hitherto been entirely ignorant; and that such 
inquiries may, in the end, prove as useful as the 
discoveries of Dr. Livingstone concerning un- 
known tribes on the eastern side of the continent. 
For I believe the rivers which traverse the hith- 
erto great unknown tract of African land are 
destined to be the great highways by which 
le^timate commerce, and its consequent dviliz- 
ing influence, are to be carried on. Even 
such slight information as this — be it only re- 
garded by many in the light of crude conjecture 
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— may tend to increaBe our knowledge of the 
natiTe tribes, as well as lead future explorers to 
gain dearer and more defined ideas respecting 
the Ethiopian people — a race the lowest in civil- 
ization of all created species ; inhabiting a soil 
the richest in the production of eucb industrial 
resources as tend to the comfort of the great 
human family. 



fi. BOe», PKIHTBR, QLOUCEBTER 8TSKET, BEOKIIT'B FABK. 
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NEW AND INTERESTING WORKS 

FU BUSHED BI 

MBSSKS. HURST AND BLACKBTT, 

SUCCESSORS TO IB. COLBURN. 



MEMOIRS OF THE C0T7BTS AND CABINETS OF 

WILUAU IV. AND VICTORIA. Fboh Okisinal Fahilt Doov- 
MISTS. Bj the DUKB OF BUCKINGHAM AND CHANDOS, K.Q. 
Completing the Bdceinsbau Papbu. i volt. Bto. with Fortnit*. 30i. 
Among the principal iDtareating labjecti of thete volames will be fonnd : — 
The Re-establishment of the Roj»] HouMhold— The Siilor King ud hil Court 
—The Duke of Welliogton In, and Out of, Office^Tbe Reform Cabinet and the 
CoDservative Oppoiition — Career of Sir Robert Peel — Civil I.iit ExpemUtare — 
Viciuitudet of Louia Philippe— Attaeki on the Duke if Wellington — Corona. 
tiong of WillUm IV. and Queen Victoria— Rite and Pall orO'Conaell- Lord Mel- 
bourne and his Ministry — Proceeding* of the Kiags of Hanover and Belginm — Pri- 
vate Negotiations at Apsle; House — Secret Hiitorfof Court ArrangemenU. &c. 
-TbcH nituinei bring u s condnilon ib> InlirHlliig ttrin ot menmln which hin beta, 

Ixicn of lb* gnu men of Ux time, Itin* vorki pouHi ■ ptcullu- Inwntt whleb )■ dU 
■In;* (lit ■urlbuU of auu meraoln. Tbej IIR tbe veil oT mjtttri wllh whtcb lh« ■gtnli 
or Doort Inlunue >iid cablmt iDtiliuM ibrawl tbdr uUiiih fmm tba era at lh> pnblbe 
— " " ' n, ud ihi dtfTM la wbleta tbcpilnUe 

« work wllh ■ hah and 

■HiDDln •honld nod ■ )iU« on Iba ibdvta of iriry IJbruy."— Sua 

lEEMOIBS OF THE COURT OF GEOBOE IT. FBOU 

OnteiwAL FAsiiLr DocmaNTi. Bj the DUEB OF BUCKINGHAM 
AND CHANDOS, K.O. 2 vols. 8vo. with Portraits. SOi. bound. 

Bncklnrbun'i canTui Isftill of thelfadltigikicji oftbtday — CaBtLmafbrLlTerpdDl, Can-. 
oLof , WflLllDf ton, Pflcl, and tbelrconpefn- Wb aro auro that no nadar, wbatbar bt aaaka 
... ._ ._. .1 — .-» .1.. _,ii t. ji 1 — ' >■- tbo book. Tbmuo 



moK >Mrllii( laformatkin, wlJl be dkappDinMd bv tba bo 
racterJitlc Liiura of Ibc Dokr of Wtlllnitun."— Jikla AiU. 



oM 



— throw a gr»" il'"! of lair curlooa and veiTTaliubk 11|bt apoo !..._ , 

WriUfo la th* abaaDco of all natnlnl, ihcy nKcauillr pgatHa K hl|h IMOMS m 
fortbeUiblealaadmoalcanlcM nadtr g whlIat,lB ao hlatotlcal laBH, a* an antbcDuB 
aoam from wtalcb fular* hlitoritna will b* (oabM u fom tkdi aattmat* o(th* 
cbanclenodheleadlog men who flouriihcd In Iha i*l« of the laat Oaaifi, tfatr Dmat 
bennrdadaapoaattalnian tlmotl IneiUinaMetaliu. Takin| Ibia pobUcaltoo aUoaMWr, 
B< moit iln ita> Duke of Biickln|bui (reat crtiUi for tbt nuumita which ha baa 

uienlnltl.Bndal theaaveUme ratiini blm our beanvtboaka for th* la* "— —- ' 

valuable In (onaaiian wtalcb bt hH unrsidad to oa from bla (bBlly ircUMS."- 
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KEOffOIBS OF THE COURT OF THE KEGEKCT. 

Fkoh 0«io.hai. Fa«ii.t boouMiMT*. B? tha DUK3 OF BUCKING- 
HAM AND CUAXDOS, K.G. 2 toIi. Sto., with Portraiti, 30i. bound. 
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brouRtat out. In (bote, msiiy new ind pLiuut utdlUou mrt aada to oor knowlcdgi at 
thou aan."-Allin4nm. 

*dlS«ltonuiduniiHintnt."— UlewyOimKi. 

" Thtt« Tolumec cover ft complete epoch, Ibv period or the Begeiicf—H period of large 

arch LtH| plAce* v] thin oar reach nuthentic and CKCeedLdf It mlaato picture* of the foreman 
or Englud, we owe gnlefnl ukDawledgemenU. Hit pupen (boand In freih llghli an aU 
toplce, end In new llluiintloni ud anecdotei. Tbi Inlrlnitc Tslae of tbc letteiilieDbinnd 

together with much can ud hoiie*t7."--£<aBliur. 

HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF HENRY IV., KING OP 

FRANCE AND NATARRE. From naraerouB Origintl Soorcca. B7 UISS 
FREER. Author of '■ The live* of Uargneritc d'Angooleme, EUubeth 
di Viloii, Henry III." tie. 2 toIi. irilh Portr^ti, 2Ii. 

ebllcthood to minhood, ibe perlli that cDTlrancil hlm In ■Court holt Me toblirelUloa lAd 
nce» hliunrortnoate mtrrlBflr, bli pereonii bravery, hit ahlll u n cnmniander— dieseaod 

feature Id llliiFner'iworlii, thai 

Freer, and candn agml addltloul Talue upon her hialorical portralu."— (Mtic. 

"To bceoBe Ibe ehranlclir of luch a relga u that of Heanr IT, la no mean uik, and 
MlaiTTTechaa acconpllihed It with alDKnlar nood taaie , good aenae. and ilgout. The 
■lorr nenr llagi. Our auihariai li a1na]f> Mthfal, ■eiruratc, ud Intrlllgrnl. Rei illlf 
It good, and faer >ub]ecl abauadi wllb Inlenii for eTerr ilndiiK of blab>rT."~SniiU. 

■•We know no work* of thia kind, with tha iicepUon, perhapa, orUacaulai'abiiloTT, 
wbloh are more plaaaanl reading Ibu tbe hlatoriea of Ulu Freer. The charm or the alTle 
ud maoDer. and the aceuruiy of (he deulla, combine to render her worka a Taluablt 
■ddlclon u our Ulerarr Iretaurea."— /oAn Butt. 

"InteillogtherelgnorHeDrrlV'., Uiai Freer faai one oftha tnoat Intereatlng porthna 
•f French hlalorj (or her ttorr. Mha haa told It froin Brat to laal with lute, a*Uig a clrar, 
TlgonHU tlir]*^** — Bramingr. 

•• The publle will Ihank Ulai Freer moat hearllly for Ibeae deUghtthl Toluiui. In htc 
■rtlcoUr Una ihe la Ihe beat hialorlan of her a^j."—CkrmUi:lt. 
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HENBT m KING OF FRANCE AND FOLAKD; 

HIS COURT AND TIUBS. From anmeroua nnpabUahed boutcci, in- 
elodiag US. Document! in the BibUoth^ae Impjriile, uid Uie Archite* 
of Pnace and Italf. Bj MI3S FREER, Author of •■ Hftr^eiite d'Aa- 
gooieme," " Eliubeth de Tilaii, and the Court of Philip II," &c. 3 toU. 

poat Hto. with flue partraiti, Sla. 6d. boaud. 





mr botng iriiii 




tpDUUSD of ■ DlOlt p^DRlkll 

■h(d writer, by bw preilatu 


g ud tnul. 


™.hT lli 










of rtrhoo*^ 


of VUoli uid N 






eordliU M 


hnrtf nlcam 


fur faor pnHDl udmlnibK hliCorr of Bcnrr HI 


the lut of 


tbt Freaet 


Hd(I or tb« bo 


UM of V.IOI.. W 


■ refer our reldtn to ibi TO] 


nmei Ihea- 


Kim for 




eulli of tli> Uh 


nod reltn of Heorr III., bl> 




Poluul, h 


muiliga wllb Loulu dc Larnlni 






hl**uu. 


dUIod br the hi 


ndi of tha oionk 


Jiqnn Cl<^len^ &c. Upon tb 


H pi^th u 


«* II 11 ITl 






duri^ tbi. 


p.ri«l. .b 


wlut latarniBtl 


D li iffordod bT 


UlH F««ri ud the putHe ^1 


feel with M 


thuadHpildit nfETmUud 






*lllch ,ii 




IH aVsratj the ThlKL"-^Cknmio(e. 


"TlHpr, 




Uboon of Hlu 


rre*r were u (nKeaful u to ifford ■ rich 


cnmU u 












The Ufa of Henrj III. of 


FlMC. 1. . 




hlch wlU bm 




tami am 


b, luY« Md 


Dcreulug. ladnd, di^ bunk li of'nich ■ un 




etauicHr, 


b.t one b.gu.. 


1 ti ImpoBlblt to 


H?e It."— JtoKHffr. 




"Among 


Ih, clworcb 


robld. bl>totle>. 


Uiu Pretr-( HepiT tbe Tlilnl 


or Prmce !• 



. hlfb rmnk. At regvde i 



■Ellubclb de Vali^' HI Uut book wu u ulriiw* npos her 
'ifuYQeritfl D'AngouL^mt.^ '* — Spec tutor. 

" We bnerllLy reEamnieDd thli work M tbe nadlBg pnbllc. UIh Freer hM ranch, per. 
hkpi all, of the qnlck percepUan uit plctnreefiu atrl* by wblcb UIh StrlcUuid bM 
HTDed ber weiL-duerred popuLerltT.'*— CrWo. 

ELIZABETH SE VALOIS, QUEEN OF SPAIN, AND 

THE COURT OF PHILIP II. From numeront unpublished loarce* In 

the Archivei of Pnnce, Ittly, md Spain. By MISS FREER. 2 Toll 

post 8to. with fine Portraiti b; Hiath, 21s. 

"II li Dolellrlbadng tosmach taHlH Freer lo uy that harHlf end Hr. PrHcotlar* 

probeblr tha but lunplH Dfoui amden bli^npbcre. The prceeol rDlomei nlU be ■ booD 

IS potteritT R>r wblcb It will be ireteral. EqullT iDttable An loetmcUan ud imnerineBI, 

tbty portmr one of tbe noil InlinallnK eheractere end period! of hlatair-"— J»An Sull. 

•■ Suahe boob u the toamolr o[£Uubelfa de Valoli la ■lltermTytnMun which will be 

eatllled. HbiFreerhiadaae b*r utmoet to make tbe facte of Ellubeth'i, Ddd Culaf, ud 
mup tl.'s cuetr* (BUir ImBwn, la they actually Iniupind."— flelTe Mmengir. 

THE LIFE OF aiABGUEKITE D'ANGOTTI^EKEE. 

QUEEN of NAVARRE, SISTER of FRANCIS I. By MISS FREER. 
Second Edition, 2 vols, with fine Poitraita, 21a. 
"Thli li ■ nry HHtul asd aioDilug book. It It a (oad wnk. rery well ddiie. Tb« 

maanar. It It difficult ta ley dawn hrt book after heTlpg oocc begnn IL Thli it owtng 
partly to the [atereatlng oatnre of thciubject, partly to the tkHTui manaerln wtaiehit hee 
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LODGE'S FEEBA6E AXU BABONETAGE FOB 186L 

Undsb ths EtPVClAL Pat&onagk or Hsm Majkstt and H.ILII. tbb 

Pbihce Consdbt. Corrected throaghaot hj the NoUlity. Thibtiits 

Edition, in 1 vol. royil Bto., frith tb« Arm* beautifully engiBTed, hud- 

lomely boand, with ^It edgei, price 31). 6<L 

IiOdoc'b Piiraob and Babohbtaoi it ackoowtedgad to be the molt 

complete, u well u the moit elegant, worii of the kind. Ai an establiahed and 

aathentic anlhorit^ on *U qneitioni ropecting th« famll; biitoriea, honoora, 

and conoectioni of the (illed ariitociacj, no work hai ever atood lo high. It it 

pahlighed under the eipecial pslronage of Ilei Ma}eBt)', and His Royal Higbnen 

the Prince Consort, and it annnally corrected throughout, from the perianal 

commanications of the Nobility. It is the only worii of its class, in which, 

lie tjipe being kfpt rauilanlly itamding, ey6Tj correction is made in ill proper 

place to the date of publicatiou, an advint^^e which gives it supremacy over all 

it* competiton. Independent!; of its full and authentic infonnation respecting 

the eiiiting Peer* and Baronets of the realm, the most sedulous attention is 

gWen in its pages to the collateral branches of the varioni noble families, and 

the names of many tbouiand individuals are Introduced, which do not appear in 

•ther records of the titled classes. ?or its antbority , correctness, and facilit; of 

arraagement, and the beauty of its typography aud binding, the work it joiUjen- 

titled to the high place it occopie* on the tablet of Her Uajetty and the Nobility. 

'*IfOdE«*i PrtTii^ must iDptricdf ■■! atbirvorki of tb« Uvd, fOr two TCEHnis i fljM, It 
"""* " ' -._.^.- 1 «p- -^p mftly proDOBBCt It to bt 
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LODGE'S GENEALOGT OF THE PEEBAGE AUD 

BABONETAOS 0? THE BRITISH EMPIRE. A Nbw and Rbvisbd 
Edition. Uuilbrni with " Tbb Puft&OB" Volume, with the mum 
b«uitifuU7 engnied, htndaomel; boond with gUt edget, piie« 31*. 6d. 

Th« iMte raj geaenHj manifetted for ■ republication of thii Tolome hu 
dictated the praent entire lerialon of its conteati. The Armorial Beuinga 
preSied to the U'utorj of etch Noble Family, render the work complete in 
itwlf and unifbnn with the Volnme of Tsn FKia&oi, which it i> intended to 
accompany and illnatrate. The object of the whole Work, in itt two diitinct 
jet comlrined chiracten, hai been niefol end comet infoimatioa ; and the 
careful attention devoted to thii object tbroughoat will, it is hoped, render the 
Work worthy of the Aagiut Patronage with which it ii honoured and of the 
liberal uditance accorded by it* Noble CorretpoDdeata, and will lecure from 
them and &am the Public, the *ame cordial receptimi it liaa hitherto experienced. 
The great adnntage of " The Genealogy" being thni given in a separate mlnme, 
lit. Ixidge hai himielf explained in the Preface to " The Peerage." 

HEMOBIALS OP AT^TurntAT. LQEL GAMBIEB, G.C-B. 

with Original Letters ftom Lonjia Chatham, Nilboh, CASTLiRiAaH, 
UuLOKATB, Holland, Hr. Cannino, Ac, Edited, tnna Pamily Par 
part, by Ladt CHATTERTON, Sicdnd Editioii, 2 Tola. Sto, 28t. 
" Luly Chutttrton li ngt enly it mloni bat ■ lUmil bltgnpliar. ThcH TOlamn in 

•'TliH*TalumH>rc uliniwuiit addttlaii to oursmTnl UWrUoiai but thcT an ilu 
nluhle (or lb« Ushl Uw; tbraw as the domatlc Uilnrr d( th< time. Tbt cumtpon- 
dncvU partteulifLT rirh Id aaecdotai, gUmpMl af Kdety ud Diuuieit, and taitM ot 
ctauacur."— C 8. Uagniliu. 

am and T«latU* addition to th« klMory of Lord Samblai*! UsHa."— 



A BODE ABOUT SOCTOBS. BT 3. C JEAFFBiBON- 

Esa., Aothor of "Novela and NoTeliata," &c 2 vola. with plataa. 21a. 

■■TUilaa TircbsDk) a cmplimnt to lk> madlcil profaailsa aid u ac^atoltWa to 
Ita Bubani ■ biwk la b> raid ud ra-md > It for tbt atndy ud lh« eoniBltlDg.rooD, •* 
wall aa la* dnirta|-r«Bi Mbla and iha drcBlitliif ninry. Hr. JhAwdb ulMaecm. 

KriaaofUUfnplllcanddameaUiiaktuhia, from the mdalen dowD to Iha pnHnI day. 
Tb* eliaptaca on tba Doctor aa a ban-TlTuil, tba Kf sanKllr aad paralBaay, tbe qounli aod 

dew* not mertlr uinaa. Tba pajai ba dantai to tba aipoiurr ud hlatory of cbarluaary 
an of acunly leu nlga to tba ilndanl of nadlcLae tfaan tba itudam at Biansan. Wa 
Ihuk Ur. inffreaoB matt btulili fr- •"■- -'-■■ ---• — "-■ ' " ' ■■' ' 



, Ail tba mam 

I* Sratlde i 
a. C 

Hag 



3f hnadrtda ot Tolamea, 
tbooaanda of good tbinfa, addlaf macb that appaan In print J 
-' — ■ — ' ■■ — loa to tbli Tny nidable book."—. 
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6 HURST AND BLACKETT'S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

DOBIESTIG MEMOIRS OF THE BOTAL FAMILY, 

and the COURT OF ENGLAND, chiefl; at SHENE ind RICHMOND. 
B; FoLEBBTONB WiLLiAUB, F.G.S., 3 fol&. PottniU. 
" In the proiHnlLon r>r hli libosn, Ih* luthor bi) contuUfd inUquiriic lad uebtt- 

IniinicUTe, ■bunduil In uiECdow, ui Mg.-M»l>lT roulpplng. It, mormitr, tvlDm «>■- 
■klimbic KHircti, uil a gaotnUr louod blitorlol Jndgmenl."— SpMfaifDr. 

"TltlA work bcloDgf to the btwt dui of popular antlquftriu boaki, bmuie It f> 
popnlkTbTKUODof th«niteFtidalag ebmnctcr ud tbt TErlelf of Itticort «f tniit-w«rtb]r 

ESSAYS FROM THE QUARTERLY. BY JAMES 

HAMNAY. I vol. Svo. (Jnat ready). 

THE LIFE Ain> TIMES OF GEORGE VTT.T.TTCRS, 

DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM. Bj MRS. THOMSON. 3 toU. 

nthor. The itorir ol tb« nyd ranutitc'i oner I* toJd bj itn, Thom»n nry honnlJr, 
ud )• torlcbcd abundanllT with cortona and enltrtalnlng detail! from tbe ramlllar Icttcn of 
tb« lime mdlbf Dicmorlalaot Iha Stale Paper Offlce, or wMcb a loll publleitlon li now 
made fortba Ardttlme. Labour and palm bare, Indeed, been well (pent upon TolnmMtbn 

work br bring amoHd will end Id belog lutni.^ted.'*— Uferoty Oatilli. 

BBITISH ABTI8TS, fixim EOGABIH to TUBNBt; 

Bring a Sbueb or Bioobapbical Skktcbis. By Waltbk Tb km* 
BDar. 2 TOli. 2I1. 

" Ur. ThoniburT oritei irllh knniriedta ud eBthtuluB. Tha InlersH of hla ikMefaet 

"Tbe Inlereat of Mr. Thomburr'a plctam )■ oDdenliUe— a reiolt partlrdiit to tb* 

... . -----''--.r, partly 10 hit luhjeclii for aeil to tballiFaarartsn IhoHor utiila 

« read. BipedallT BO ara (boH oT ODr Engllita artlitaof 






blalaty cr men itlll renarlnbla Id leltaii aad poUtlti. Caplul nib]ectj 

wllb a tiui) ftw dmnaUe and pletDTeaqne realliaUoD are inebmeD a* Ihi 

Odeibaraoih 1 tha naodT, iieglKMd WIlHn i Bernolda. ibe bland a 

Barry, thalirce andaqnalMi ahrewd.Dilifrly NollaklDii tbe (bpplih, Ttalonary Conmy ) 

tb( (piDdtbrtIt Bbtnrfai tb« atorDT Fnelli MorliDd, ib> reprabatei Lavmca, tb* 

eoarlly. The ehapten daioted to thee) herui of tba BngDih ichooli are not ao nneh 

cuDdenaeil blofrapUeiM dramatic gUmpaeiof IbemFB and their eiiTlioniiicDU. Certain 

made to re.Un bafon oar eyei with all tbi viaiienbluice aad UlDilTe effect oT Iha norellit." 
—CrtUc. 

"Mr. TborDbnrr'e dellgbirnl anliUe ikalcbre irl]I be gladly vilCDiiied. Otaphle In 
deeliD and brllllanl In ityle, tbi work can icarnly tall la Bod (itonra with the loTcra of 
Brldab UteratDce aa wiU h of BrlUeb art."— Sn. 

MEMOIRS OF ROYAL LADIES- BY EMILY S- 

HOLT. 2 Tolumet poit Sto. with IllnMratioD^ (Jnit ready.) 



n,g,i,..d by Google 



VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 7 

TRAVELS IN THE REGIONS OF THE ASCOOR, 

AND THE RdSBIAN AcaUlSITIOHB OX THI CONFINIS Or IkDIA AND 

China; with ADviHroRo amokothc Mountain Kirqhii, and tbb 

MaKJOVKS, MaNTAROS, ToDNdUVZ, TOUZKMTZ, GOLEI, AND GeLTAKI. 

ByT.W. ATKINSON, PCS., F.R.G.3., Author of '■ OrieDi»l«ndWeiWtD 
Siberia." Dedicated by per miMioo, to Hiiti Majgbtv. Sbcond Edition ■ 
Bojsl Svo., witli Map and 83 llluatrations. £2 2s., eUgaatl; bound 

•OricDlnJand Wntcra Ubtila' will haveiuOcrri'lii ihoirtbii In IbtformerchancUrha 

Halt, otticn not at all. Imaim locren the ben r«ad nrn In (he Hlrmura odnrcl. Tba 
rnlln TOlumE l> admtnilil* for Itl aplril. imriigHeratHl tont, and lh> maia arfmb maitrlaU 
by »htcb thiirvailf new irorld li mad* ncrcHtblr tb ui- Tbe rOLloven» too» of all Iht ' ulDglia' 
llliiie#t wlih aomcttjlng in tbcHgrajhlcpafHof ittcuLlBilDtereat tottjem. IBIiavabti 

dTHixcil travf Uf n of our own day. By fkr Iha moit Important caotrtbutlon to th« hlatory 
of thru HKioni l> to l» found In Mr. AtkluMu'i rrcrnl publlratloii on ilie Aniiiar— a urorlc 
ittalrb derlTU equal Inteccit fiom Ua mil atond portfolio and hla ftB."—EHiiittrgk 

bollati Ita DiagDlAcaDI 
■---■'-ynoolherH.il 
ittlnton-l gift 
rnureil ud anilety. HeblwIMi Ui*'chlerob}telarint*ntl,^n hiathlm^ 

The worli li a uignlflcenl contribution Id the llteralore at Iianl. Uon naaAil ai 
pleatantraadlnfcao nowhere be found."— Li'tewy aaxtUt. 



lately mndt hy Huiala In llie Northern paru or Centnl Aila along tbe whole frontier of 
China, ladeecrlbed hy an eye wl neu well quallkd to tiUnala tbdr real ralue and pollIicU 

themaeliea. It contain! aomelhlng Cor erery taite."— Ihii^r N«n 

him lo write aiid publlab another rolnm*. ana wrlilen wHb tba aane uo&BtgTni IntartaL 
A mora pIcaalDgaa well ai more iWTel book of uarela It woold hadUlciilt tolud. Tlw 
... . ^ idmlnbly eiecoled, and they add ten (old to Ihaialne of a mlun* already 



potieiilng Intrinalc merltaariliahlBbeRUnd.^ IndepeDdtntly^ a 



r dalma. It nreiinu peculiar gaonapMcal aid ethnol 

^ , . Dundleiaaild of comoierce w Enitllib enmprUa. 

marta wlih a decided pen the giadoal adnncei of Biuala towarda BrltUt India, and ll 
aweeplnj ruth ofhercon^oertngeneify froin dlherialu the Paclie. Thna Ur. Alklnui 



whobaalbablthHIclaiiuilaconadeuce ai .n obieneraiid delineator."— ^eiialar. 

"A reallir BainlActnl lolnme, which lor mi 
aathorlty noon tba rcuntry of which ittreaia. 
lucldtBt and aoMdoW both ptrional and lacal."—! 
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8 HURST AND BLACCETT's NEW PUBLICATlONa. 



OBIENTAL Ain> WISTEBN SIBERIA; A KAB- 

ftA.TITB ar S>*I» YiAKb' EiFLORATIONB and ASTIMTDBtS IK SlBBKIA, 

Mongolia, rat Kiaoais Stbpfxs, Cbinbbb Taktabt, and Cbntral 
Asia. Bj THOUAS WITLAH ATKINSON. Id one Urge Tolame, 
lojtX 8vo., Price £2, 2k, elegtntlj bonnd. Bmbelliihed with apwBrdB 
of 60 mnitratioiu, inclDding iiumeKiitt beutifdllf eolomtd p)kt«>, froro 
dmring* b; the Author, Bad s map. 

rnk unsngtlioH Illunnlnl gin kcnhi now iDcini 
book It DMil irmdiibLe, The- fcognpher flndft ] 
DodcKillMd, Ibecllinolaglit, gHloglat, uulbgUiili 



In gtofTiphlcal Ulcruun. Ili colound llluitntloat ind mod tngniliigi ut of ahlgh 
onlni', nod add ■ gnu cbirm ta th< namLlTe. Ur. AtMnimi bu tnfilln] irbin It <■ 
b*U*nd no EUTOpHa bu bcra bcfan. Ha bu Hcn DUiuc ia Iba vlldeit, lublliiiBi. and 
■liotba moit bnuUful upiculbe old world on pmtnt. Tb«( b> hu dtplctcd bf pen 






■• In tbe (tirilDB U 



"An ■abuted uri Inlelllgnit nimtlTi, ipprrdtblf enrlcblnt tba lllentare of Englbh 

RdhIh. Fdliipi do GnEliih (Tllii vuiTtr beware udmlKcd 1dm Iliti eneliaswit lud at 
htelorr, or proTldtd Hilb Ibi UUimu mai analcl of a grncH] puipDitj and mil baa Ur. 
Atlrinaiin anlled blmaeir of the ptlTlleie. OureitracU will bare aerredu lUuiirate Hit 
ori|lD>lllT aod Tarlily of Ur. AIMdidd'i ubH-riatlona and adnuCurH during hit prociaetKl 

a plenitude at eidtemenl. Hli narratlrt ii well atored with Inddnta of adTEOUr*. 
Hli aicTFDt of Ibe Bleloukala a chapter of tbe moil Tl*1d romance of tiarel, Tat II li lea* 
u ot wanderldfa acmaa the Deacrt of Qabl and op the Tan|;aou 

'W* pradlct that Ur. Atlilnton'i ■Slbnia' will Tcry often aiaume tbe abapa of a 
ChililiBat Pieacot or NawYear'i Gilt, ai It poaKuca.ln an ealntDl degree, fOur Tcr? 

udnotaltT. Illaa work ofgrealralae, not maralyoD accouii(of luaplendld Uluitiatlgni. 
but rOr the Bisount It coQtalfit af authtnttc and highlT Inlercatlng Intelllgeacx concendng 
regiona which, lu alt prababllUf, baa nmr, prerloua to Mi. AtMnaon'i uploFatloni, been 
rialted bj anBuropean. Hr. Atklnion'i Bdnntamaje uldin a nunlj itrlt. The raluble 
and IntereatlDg Inlarniitloii the book contalnt, galbrrid at a vaal aapcnit, la Inddlr 

wUb whkb thoM who ttndr It eannut (all to bedeUabled."— ./gfaiBvU. 

" Tn the geagrapber, the geologttt, the athnogr^ber, the iportiman. and ta tboa* wba 
read onlT for amuaenenl, thU will he an acceptable Tolnma. llr. AUriDKinlarataDlra* 
adtaturotn Iniallcr, but i contct aad iBiuiDf wTHet."— Uttr»r Bmttttt. 
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VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 



SES. TEASS OF A TBAYELLER'S LIFE IN 

WESTERN AFRICA. B7 Fbancibco Taldiz, Arlntiator tt Lotnd*, 
and (ho Caps of Good Hope. 2 toU. with IllaitTBtioiit. 

. cordliU ncognltlon of In edhIu it (he huidt of ill 
■acta u hmTi u tasirt tht ipmil ol CbriitUnlty ud coEunint Id Afrio."— J;U. Aur. 

TWO TEARS m SWrrZEELAND AUD HALT. 

B; FftBDUKA Bbehbk. Tniulated by Mabv Howiit. 2 ml*. 

welcome, bat wllb geqenl KFcJamHllan. Sat]bBrtcrp(lDD W\H bcaivvD talhii lul vpeclmea 
of her JltfTerr ■■boari. wblcb li ceruiDlT one ot the belt worke ibe hu ever jtt produced. 

coald ■ppreclHte tbc Krandcur of the Keariy of Ibe lend Df freedom better (hen yndrlJu 
Breucr P Wbo could eee and undentftod ftU the phaiet of ItilUn lacletr la It* approvh- 

reeelied Id Lbe TOlumei iind raaicarcelr find irordi ■drquAtclr to eipreet opt KdmlritSoa 
ludi ttaemei."— Jfetfcj^er. 

TKAYEIS DT EASTERN AFRICA, WITH T TTii! 

NARRATIVE OP A RESIDENCE IN MOZAMBIQUE : 18S6 to IS59. 
Br LYONS UcLEOD, Eiq. F.R.G.S.. &c. L«te Britiih CoMul in Mo- 
Mimbique. a Tola. With Mkp and Illutruiaiis. 21i, 
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T.Aini; NG&MI; OB EXFLOBAIIONS AND SIS- 

C07IBIU DOIHB FOUK TsABs' WaVDKBINOH IK THK WiLDH OF 

SouTH-WiuBBN ArKioA. Bf CHARLES JOHN ANDERSSON. 1 toL 
T071I Bto., with M*p and upwirdg of SO llliutntioDi, repreieiitiiiB Sport. 
ing AdTenlores, Subject! of Natural Hiitoiy, &c. SecoDd Edition. 
"Thl> airnilre of Afrlno eiploralloai and dlKOTerlai li one of the doom Important 
nographlcal wotk> that bmio lately appeared. It conlalna tbe aecoiinl of two Joaraeya 



Fwtf-dlecDTered Lake N^aml waa reached br a 



Rood book oClrarelaanthtalwaTi lo be. The llluitnlloat by Wolf an admlrablr detlfned, 
■ud noatoTlhem repreaenl (cma aa itfUliif ai any wltoeiied by Julea Gerard or Ootdoa 

A CRUISE IN THE PACIFIC: FROM THE LOG 

Of A NAVAL OFFICER. Edited b; CarrAiM Fbnton Atlmbb. 2 t. 
••AU^ylqMaaUiiiWMk, wrllUn Id Uia iplril of ■ |*aulae aailor."— M. (hiMUa. 
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10 HURST A.NO BLACKBTT*8 NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



TEE UEDIGAL HISSIOKABT IN CHINA: A NAB- 

BATIVE OP TWENTY TEARS' BXPEEIIENCE. Bj Williau Lock- 
hart, F.R.aS. FR.G.S, or tbe LoodoD Miuioiiu; Societ;. Second 
Edilion, 1 toI. Bto. 

SEASONS WITH THE SEA HO SES; or. SPORTING 

ADVENTURES IN THE NORTHER^f SEAS. By Jamm Lahont, 
Etq. F.G.S. Svo. viib Dumerou* llluiicitioni. 

NAREATIVE OP A BESIDENCE AT THE COUET 

OP HEEB ALI MOOEAD; with Wild Smhtb in thi Vali-rt or 
THt iHDOi. Bi Capt. Lanslst, Uto M«dtu Carilrr. 2 toIi. Bto. 



with IlliutratioDi. 30i. 

nuib oiifti] lofDrmittnn."— LUmrv OuiUa. 



FDrk, DOntalDliw muib oiifti] lofi>nnil<Dll."— LUiraiir GmtitU. 



■portuBui And B«unJ tc4dR hi u> tha poLltlcku 

SIXTEEN TEABS OF AN AETIST'S UFE IN 

MOROCCO. SPAIN, AND THB CANABY ISLANDS, By UBS. 
ELIZABETH MURRAY. 2 vols. Svo. with Caloored Ulutntion). 
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A SUDOIEB RAMBLE in the EIMALATAS ; vith 

SPORTING ADVENTURES IN THE VALE OF CASHMERE. EdiUd 

b; MocHTAiHBiK, 8to. with Illaitratioiia. ISi. 
"Tbli Tolncxli ulimtUm ■ plunnt ou. IE liwrfllnwilh lat ind rdllcd witb c» 

Tbtlneldenuudulir -^ - -- 

Inlcmllng to ■ mteU 



SIX UOHTHS IN BEUBIOK: A CUEBGTDIAirS 

Holidi^ lad Haw he PMMd it, B; the Bev. F. Biatoh, UJl- 2 ., 21e 



E^. 



nn luUlllglDt obtcmr, <n;iin blmiiir burlllf, md 
<li« ilto. Siigacltt, pracllcai lood icnic. i hnllbir 
aiod. An Ur. Bnion'a auillBcilliiiu u > inTcllcr > 



THE ENGUSHWOMAN IN ITALT-. IMFBESSIONS 

of Life ID the Boman Sttt«i uid Sardinia, during a Ten Tean' Beuddoca. 
8; Mn. G. Osvtton. 
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HURST AND BLACKETT S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



THE BOOK OF ORDEBS OF KNIGHTHOOD, AJH) 

DBCOItATIONS OP HONOUfl OF ALL NATIONS ; COMPRISING 
AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF EACH ORDER, MILITARY, NAVAL 
AND CIVIL ; vith Uitt of the KnighU and Compuiioai of etcti Britiab 
Order. Ehbslusbkd ifith Fit* Hdndskd Fac-siuilb Colohkid 
Illdbtkationb or the Inbidnia or tbi Vakioui Obdeiu. Edited 
by SIR BERNARD BURKE, UUt«r King of Arm*. 1 toL royU Sto., 
hBndMimelr bound, with gilt edgei, price A2. 2i. 



It ofllw ordnt nt trtrj cwattj liflnDt 
. lach BiliUb Oid«. Aoiana ilw didii iitnetlv 
. Thtj mra uunennu ud bcullftil, btghlf c 
-—•-- "-- dtconUow. Tbt ori|lnol(w! 



TBAITS OF CHAEACTKB; BEING TWENTY-FIVE 

' TEARS' LITERARY AND PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS. Bj A 

CoNTIHrOBAkT. 2 TOll. Zlt. 

ecltbrltlH or lU ruki ud pmhuloDt d^ng Ibr 

lltlboarac, ■bcltaks'ot WeUlngto«.''Bdwvil Ir 
BpnrffaoD, lAdf BlHalapwi, Bod Hn. 4Iliell«r 
tcmllDgdrKrtptloa. Wa »inn«nd that *gni 
th« be wlU An^iiiiplt' entntilningnl f« ■ Idaii 
IU*-Uk< pbolognplii."— Am. 

THE ENGLISH SFORTSUAN IN THE WESTEBK 

FRAIEIES. By the Hon. Goaktlet BBBXELUnr. RojbI Sto. with 
« lUiutntiinu. (In Febnuty, 1B61). 



PltTTUBIB OF SPORTING LIFE AND CHARACTER- 

By LORD WILUAH LENNOX. 2 volt, with lUnitntiam. aii. 

"Ttili book ilunld bi [nttat library ttmrj giaatmaB,tBAatrTttjontw)u> dellfbu 
Id the ipotta of tha Add. It lomM a compLgti tnnilia on iportiDf la trerj part of Iba 
World, and la Ml of plHunl goulp ud uecdoM. a>dii[, iteeple cbulit. huniing. 
drlTtng, cosiilag, jntcblDg, and Bihlng, cricket aod ptdntrtulioi, boillgg and curilng, 
plnoD ilKKitlng, aod tfat pnmllof lunairlth tlis rosUDi-pleca, all And aa abltaipoiwDt 
fo Lord WUllwa Ltaua^—Hindd. 

REALITIES OF PARIS LCFE. BY THE AUTHOR 

or " FLEMISH INTERIORS," Ac. 3 Td«. wlOi mnitrationh 31i, 6d. 
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12 HURST AND BLA.CKBTT'b NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



SXDSIES FEOU LIFR BT THE AUTHOS OF 

"John HjtLtrAx, GiirrLiifAH,'' "A Woii»k'» Thovshtb asoot 
WouiH," Ac I Tol. lOi. 6d. elegantly bound. 
" SlpdlcB fnin Uffl li Bltofettaer ftchmjidEiiB volaoei on* wbleb wil womea ud Koit 
mm, ivoiiJd be prtiud ta po««H.^' — Chrontdt. 

Uoa uid nftrT4t1on. Ii li on^o/ th« moit cbuiDlDg feAtoiwof Ulu kfulKb'i work! that 
th«r tnTKriibLf tFdd to 4 prftCtirtL Bad UMfnl end. H«r olljrcl li 10 ImproTi thv Utte, reBn« 

ttaffy bvfvn to n*d IbnB. Tb4 * stadia from lAX*' wllL idd eooitdtAbJr to tfac Hatbcic*! 



POEMS. BT THE AUTHOB OF " JOHN WAT-TTTAT, 

GBNTLEHAN," " A WOMAN'S THOUGHTS ABOUT WOMEN," Ac 
1 ToL frith lUiutntloH hj Bikkbt FoirtK. 

"A«>luioaiifpa>»wbliibirUlnau*dlTUk(ltiplu»wltb tboHorOaldiiiiKh, «ny, 
ud Coirpcr, on U» Ommrlt* ahdl at ayerr EaiUabmao'i llbivT- Wc dlKom In Umt 
povmi aU tb* BmrnaSi Tlfoor, aod dellciiCT of toucb whLcb ebarictvriSB tha ButboT*! proaa 
mika. ud In iddllloiii ao InalhM* tandifiHai ud Rnca. neb u rt Riid to fiw poatlial 
cempoalUou baaldM tboaa or Taui;wi."— lUutralnTNAn af tkt WarU. 

" Wa »e well plaaaadirltb lb«a poania bf our popnUr nortUtt. Tbarira thcaipiwliin 
of fanslna thau bti, Iballati, ud uplntlou, and tba npnadon la alnoat alnyi inea- 

ud cacbalilJnathamdtrulDipliidbiaaiBt nalamt, or coodlHon itf ralad, uutnotbr 
•Dme IdJa Atncr or Haatlng laatlniant."— a>ae<atw. 

A SATTNTEB THB0I7GH THE WEST END. BT 

LEIGH HUNT. 1 foL (J«M Ktady). . 

NOVELS AND NOVELISTS, FBOU ELIZABETH TO 

TICTOBIA. By J. C. JEA7FBES0N, Ebo. 2 toIi. mth Fortnila. 10 

THE BIDES AND BEVERIES OF MB. .SSOF SMITH. 

Bj MARTIN F. TUPPER, D.C.L., F.R.S., Author (rf "ProTel'tri■lPhilIl■ 
laph;," " Stephsn Luigtan," Ac, I toI. poit 8to. 6k 

THE MAN OF THE PEOPLE. BT WIUIAM 

HOWITT. 3 Yoli. port B»o, 
"Anmarfcablabook. wblch raten to arentftil tlmaind bilap baton iuhbb Inpar 

A J0T7RNET ON A PLANK FROM KIEV TO EAITX- 

BONNBS. By LADY CHARLOTTE PEPYS. 2 tdIi, 21» 
"A rarr btutiftil sod leneblnt vork."— ClraaMs. 

EASIEBN HOSniALS AKD £KOLISH NUBSES 

Th« Nuntne of Twelve Mentha' Eipetieoce in the Hoipit*}* of Soula 
■ndScDtui. By A LADY VOLUNTEER. Thiid tnd Cheiqier Bdition 
1 voL pott Sro. with Ulnatntiona, 6(. bound. 
"ThaatorroflhBDobledBadidoBa b* Ulia NlibUBnla udbardantid ilitcrbBod 
will oarar b« mota tSaeilTalr tald Ibu In tUi beuHUBI Hmlln."— Ate Sua. 
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WORKS OP FICTION. 



'KA.TSXBJSS Aim H*iP- 



Liri." lie, t ToU. 

W« ilmT* 1«* Birw»Td with gmtita- 
Kmilr PimioDtiT'i ntiTclf. • KMhtrinc ■nd 
rtrf b«t of iDixterD tidKL" — MeM^tnger. 

TEE HOUSE on THE XOOK. 

By the 
Aallmr at •• UAmauir UAIrUNiit" I t. 

THE WORLD'S VERDICT. 



KAQDALEH HATESXNa. 

Bj th< ABtksr a( " Tait Vsaiisn," S * 

TWELVE O'CLOCK. 

Br UU lUhoC of "QKAHDIIOniu'* 

Uoni,"fto. InL 

Tlgnnr. 14onw9irvlLi Ityitdown'tlUhe 
llM Anliliad H."—3lain>grr. 

THE TALLET OP A 
HOiroSJaD FIBES. 

Bnwlnd Fini 
btlvetD 'John Hi 
taat,"—atTiM. 

HIQH PLACES. 

By a. T. Loim Eia- fl (oli. 

"Aionl which contdiulniimiliigl 

fluid plctam ol tilt uil Hcltly of t 
imnt day.'*— /"Hi. 



"AclfTRnattJ. It UB hudly MI to 

DAUBTON XAETOB HOUSE. 



KTSHABEOFTHE 

WORLD. 

By FlAHCH Bbdwiu, i nil. 

THE DAILT GOVERNESS. 

Ay lb> Author or"CsDiiM 



■Ined." — JMtrmrj Onxtlle. 

lUmSTOITE'S HOUSE- 



. Smli. 
rt(r. 

THE CRAVENS OE BEECH 

TTAT.T.. 

By Uu. F, Duiu. a nil. 

aRANDXOTHEB'S KONET. 

of tlw lulhar'i prwlDclliHii.' '—A Ihemmi^ . 

CASSTONE BS30RT. 

By OsoBai OiuBAH. t Tola 
" A brllUuit DOTcL".— Aut> 

TEE soAi TO Honoim. 

''A TKVy IfiUmtlOf Itory.'^ — Sm. 

NIGHT AND DAT. 

By the Han. C. S. Satii.». I. Tola. 

ONLY A WOKAN. 

By Cimiif L. Wiaiall. 1 roll. 

LORD FITZWABINE. 

By ilMUTATO.. 

STEFHAN LANGTON. 

By Mabtib. r. Tu»»«b. D.C.L. F.8.B. 
Aythar oT-Pbotiibui. PaiLoioPBT." 
ht„ 2 mil. with Ana tDgrBTluft. 10a. 

THE CUBATES OF 
BIVEBSDALS. 

if a ClBTgyauD. 
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flUBST AND BLACKETirS STANDARD LIBRABY 

OP CHEAP EDITIONS OF 

FOFTTLAK MODEBK WOKES 



VOL. L-8A1C SLICE'S KAnmS Aim HUKAIT NATUIIE. 

ILLUaTBATED BT LBBCB. 



I lann or wit uid bumoar. Ur. Juitlci Hilltiiirluii'i wrtlligt *n » wcU kDawa to 
It Eogllih public th*t PQ cmnnKPddlan li lerdcd. Tht Tolamc ji vety budiBiiKlT 
•nnd ud llluilnlwl, and l)iF piplr ud Inx an MCilltnt. It It In trtTJ iriT lulted 
r ■ UtiruT cdlllDn. and u Iht Dimu of Unin. Bunt and Blackctc, vurant lb* 
lanctcr ar Ihi varlii la bi productd In tbeli SModard UbiWTi "* >>'*< 1° ^o^t O* 
■OjMt will be <iiilaeall]r tueceMfol."— S»i. 

VOL. II.— JOHH HAIJFAZ, OESTLEKAS. 

"Tbla li a nij saod wad a nrr Inltnttlng work. It It ittlgati H 




rtrtivnt ud tvrlAUt tplrit." — Quarterly Reuiem 

*' A book ralcnltitd to provt nort pncilctllT Dtefal wu ntvtr ptnii«d tliin 'Hit 

Immanalllr lu the aioalt of tbt pnpheta. aoil whlcb no other willci hat ever depicted 
witb a pencil at once aa reeercnt and (g plctnmqne."— Shi. 

VOL. IV.-KATEAME. BT JULIA KATAKAflH. 

"'Nalliallg-laHltlKaTanaKh'i beatlmaflnatlTe effort. Itl loaiiner la padDnt and 

•le at Indhrldnal tilbefare elegut. We ihonld not toon cone to an end were n to 
(pecirr all the delicate toucbei and atliactln picturci which place ■Naibille' hlih amODi 
bookt of lla ctaaa.o— ittjtnutiim. 

I daTe been nide fcr Vfaii*. 

. Jrauen nalbt* tnu SiM lai- 

i]ebrll|i."-'£f<era>* OamtUt. 
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HUBST AND BL&GKETTS STANDARD LIBRABY 
OF CHEAP EDinOirS. 

Bieh in t lingleTolame, eleguitl; printed, bound, and illiutrated, prica Si. 
VOL. T.-A WOJturS THODOHTS ABOUT WOMEN. 

Br THE AUTHOB OF "JOHK HALIFAX. ORNTLEUAN." 
" A book of moid cdodmI. It 1i ou or tlie niMt Knilblc voi«i or Iti kind, nll.writ. 
tan, trac-hciTtMl, uid ilto^Lhvr pncUeil. Whoeror wlihn 10 gin mdvli:* to ft yoong lady 

rMMtiibli pablic hf tbo mcHtiar he pr»nt irork, wUch ban the lUDji of good hdh 
■ad ttnlil rMllng."— OwrdteH. 

" ThoH Ibovithu in good ud hniaue. Th*< *n tbDOght* n* aroDld liih womn to 
■bink."-,fMn«iii 

"Thli mllTnliubliTolDiKOivbttabdDtnrTTaiuifwsnu't hud. It will teuh 

VOL. VI.-ADAK aRAEHE, OF XOSSOBAT. 

BT THB AUTBOK OF " UBS. MAROABET UAITLAND." 



ud ddlihtbrlti 



itorr bu ■ 'mlihElor mB|iHt Btlll,^ In the hnlthT tone wblc 
delieiLer or ibongbt ud dlf^tlun. Hud In the truly womul' 



. warklnn jo ibc hnrt, Bi 



wllh ft lUUcacy, m porcr, kadi tnLb »blch can hudly be BurpBiKd." — Morning P99tt 

YOL.VU.-SAH SLlCrS WIBB SAWS 
AlTD KODEEH IHSTASCDS. 

"'ni*b«ti>f III Judge Rillburton'i idmlnbli irsrli>.."_S(imdarA 
"■The hnBODr of Sam Slick li iiinhiuillbli. He li ever and ereryvliert a nlcoi 
TliltoT) nnilee r^rt b1> appriMeb, aad wll and wiidom hani apau hli toogi 

the frilHty er Ita llluiCnllBni. and the di]lncy of Iti sillrc. Wo pramln our naiU 
a great treat tnm Ihe pertieal of theae * Wlar Save and llodem IntUDcea,' which ceat^ 
vortd of practical wiadom, and a treaaory of tJie Tlchaat fhn." — Pott. 

TOL. VIIL^AfiDHTAL WKEKAITS RECOLLECTIONS 
OP THE LAST FOUB POPES. 



VOL. IX^A LIFE FOR A LIFE. 

BT THE AUTHOB OF " JOHN HAUFAX, OXNTLSHAN." 

•• We an alwaya glad ■« weleone HIaa Vnlocb. She wrltea from hrr awn eonrleUoDB, 

eepraaa It la laogvage elTfctlve and Tlgoront. lo ' A Life for a Llfe^ ahe la fortunate In a 

bookthrDugb fortbealory, iirlllb«ap[[ir hEbeofour pinuailon) torctomaBdrMdigiln 
many paffa and paaaaaea with irrater pleaaure than on a flrat p«maal. The whole book In 
lepiet* with a RTacefiil, lender delicacy I --' '- -'"•' ' ■" "— '■' '"" '" 
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HtntST Am BUCEETTS STANSASI) LtBBABT 
OF CHEAP KDITIONS. 

Bich in ■ uDgle Tolmne, elegantly printed, bound, and illuatnted, price it. 
(contikubd). 



VOL. X.— THE OLD COUBT SUBUBB. B7 LEIGH HUST. 

•■Ad«li|htmiboak.DrwtilFh(liecbmrTiibcglniMth(lnl11i»cinIbtBnt pigt.for ftUlar 
tiM.lKitliofijiKlntiiHlpLroiuI DiemoiiM li ibc LlDt ibitdnlgmwilhouthac. Illittaa 



VOL Xt.— KABaASET AlH) HEB BBISESKAISS. 

> DUT UT* <mr»lTM the Innble sf girln; anr lengltafixd nvl«w nf Ibla wi 
wiliflndlt 

TOL. XI[.-THE OLD JUDOE. BY SAX SLICK: 



r-pFd. fr..h .ketchtl 


if'r..^iirrd; 


in 1i qnllr iqnal to tbt flnl. 
ol[, qualDL racir •aTton. goot 


^iZlJT^ 


, ind upltlll]F.MUI I 


mecJoWi."— C*™u"el( 






'hHe popuLr .HtUb. 


!•. In «hlch [hi 




jr of • San Slick' pain 


ti NoTi Scotlaa II 


111. Ilth Va:un.c or Mtur* Kum ao 




relt'l standard Llbrar' 


J of Modem Worl 


ID wDllc Uxy (nliti 


InthliLlbrsry 


har* all b«D nf rood qualt 
t da. the book Wore u. 


tyj maorglnlDi: 






ormtDg 


the Krl» it produci 


,i dneirei ripec 




prtni art umi 


■«ptlo, 




engraTlug In ea 


DC. andlbtouuldcl. 


Df them «ll[ »l 


:l.[T lb. 
















VOL. XIII.- 


-DATlTTnT. 


BY ELIOT WABBUETOH. 


'TblilotprodQcUon 




of Ihe 


autborof ■TbeCrei 






■ Terr wide dou 


ulartlr. 


It >rlll pl«H 111 > be 


,a..udi."-Oto*e. 











VOU XIT^-FAKILY BOXANCE; OB, DOMESTIC AITVALS 
OF THE ABISTOCBACT. 

sr BIR BERNARD BUBKB, ULrna iino or aaui. 

CDIIon. Itougbtto be found on eTerr diairlaB-roam table. Here rou bave utarly flf>r 
e^lliratlnH rooiiDcei with the pith of all ibelr loternl preaemd In undlmlnlih«l pair- 

tndltloa— and the romaDce of t»U1t far tactidi the romaoee of htOoa."— Standard, 

VOL. XV.— THE T.ATRD OP NOBLAW. 

HT THE AOTBOR OF "UAROARET UAITLAND." 

tbimgh 



















The plot 


.■l'i;"£»I 


wri 


.o,bt ..d 
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